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Gor, who commanded Light to ſpine out of Darkneſs, hath foined in our 
 Hiarts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of Gop in 
 - the Face (or Appearance) of J asus CurtsT, 2 Cor. iv. 6. _— 
We alſo believe, and therefore jeak, 2 Cor. iv. 13. = 
| That which we have heard, which aue have ſeen with our E 8 | 
our Hands have handled Yeo of Life, declare WE- #nt0 ven, 
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EXHORTATION | 


To THE 


INHABITANTS 


: CE argu e 
SOUTH CAROLINA, &c, 
03990050030000-050500 500008 


ah mew and Net Eibe, a 


FIT E R an Abſence of near 1 ix Years from 
this Province (my native Country) and my 
Arrival among you, I have beheld the Faces 
dot many of the Inhabitants whom I have 
X known, and been known to, ſome Years : 

Bur the Novelty of my religious Sentiments, and Mean- 
neſs of my Appearance, has, I find, render d me deſpica- 
ble in your Eyes; which has been obvious, when a Few 
of us, called Quaxexs, have met to worſhip the Su- 
2 Being in a Manner agreeable to the ben of our 
aderſtanding and monks : ANG * ſome per- 
* . 


* 


than his Favour, cou 


haps may ſtile out Principles * and Tenets by the hard 
Name ot Hereſy, and our Mo:ie or Manner of Worſhip, - 
ridiculous or abſurd ; neuerrheleſs, we. are humbly of 
Opinion, they are neither g ripturel nor #aghrifte”, 
having, as we think, the Saction and Authority of our 
Lord Hin if, the Example of primitive Believers, 
and right-Reafap on our SGdtve. 
But notwithſtanding, as I have noted, that I have 
ſuſtered your Ridicule and Reproach, as I am conſcious 
It is for no other than Obedience to the Will of my 
Heavenly Maſter, whoſe 1 am, and whom 1 ferve, I 
am willing to become moye vile in your Eyes; which, 
i ate than probable, T ſhall Pre when expoſe 
the following Lines to your Otffrvition and Cenſure. 
I would not have you imagine that any Conſideration, leſs 
ih ave prevailed with me to have 
appeared thug publickly in Print, or otherwiſe; tor could 
I, with any Eaſe to my own Mind, have evaded this, or been 
excuſed irom returning to this Place (as I apprehended 


it was required of me by the Almighty) you had never 
| beheld my Face in the Province, much leſs any Perfor- 


mance of this Sort in publick. I am nqt infenſible. 
that the Reaſon I have offered for Writing, as well as 
the Subject irſelf, may probably be confider'd as the Pro- 
duction of a diſtemper'd and enthuſiaſtick rain; as it is 
ph ble, on ſuch a novel and uncommon Occafion, as a 
'oman's appearing on the Behalf of Gop and Religion, 
you may (as others have done in the like Circumitances) 
be in uced to conſider ſuch an One under ſome unac- 
countable Deluſion, or affected with religious Madneſs; 
and more eſpecially, as the Things recommended to 
your Conlideraticn, are offer'd by a {imple Female of your 
own Country: Scme, in this Caſe, I expe, will attard 
me à Smile of Contempt, while others (acted by a more 
| | n eee 


2 


* 


*mAny Perſon who deſires to be informed of the Principles of the 
Duakers, is referred to Rebert Barclays Apology, ſince I find we 
are oftentimes condemn'd unheard, Bus he that anſeuereth a Matter 
__ he heareth it, it ix Folly and Shame unto him, Prov. xviii. 13. 


he Apology may be had at Lifte Hynde's, Grorge-Yard, Grace. urch. 
Street, . Lonau. © * 5 * % 3 IE C637 . nnn 
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generous Paſſion) pity my Folly, and kindly-wiſhmeaReturn 
of my Senſes: But however this may, be, Thave conſidered 
that from the earlieft Ages of Chriſtianity, and indeed 
in all preceeding Time, thoſe who refuſed to conform to i 
the Uſage and wicked Cuſtoms of the Age, and lived 9 
a Self-denying Life, Their Lives are counted Madneſss 
by the World, and their End to be without Honour: _—_ 
Not conlidering that religious Minds deſpiſe, and * A 
; contemn all worldly Honour, and earthly Prefeerr 
f ment, ſeeking that only which comes from Gop, and 
which He is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh thoſe by, Who honour 
(Him (by walking in Conformity to his Laws and Pre- 
cepts (as He Himſelf "declares. Thoſe who honour me, 
Iwill honour ; but thoſe who deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly 
eftcemed. . T0 OR 3 7 lycy "2 
But before I proceed to What the Title-page mentions, \ 
I ſhall premiſe one Propoſition, on which Ki I haye to 
offer, will greatly depend, viz, That all Mankind have 
4 Meaſure and Manifeftation of the Lig ht, Spirit, or 
Grace of Gop, given them to profit withal. This 
Doctrine of the univerſal Extent of the Grace of. Gb, 
the People called ©yakers, hold in a peculiar Manner, 
and are diſtinguiſhed by, from me other diſſeating 
Sets, who generally limit Gop's Gifts of his Holy 
Spirit, or ſaving Means, to what they call 2% Elect; 
and afſert, that the reſt of Mankind are (as they term 
it) paſſed by, or denied the Means of Salvation, being * 
predeſtinated from all Eternity to Deſtruction. 
However, we fay that this Gift of the Holy Spirit, or 
Grace of Gop, is beſtowed on all Mankind without Ex- - 
ception, agreeable to the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Pau; 
The Erase of Go», which brings Salvation, hath 59 — 
peared to all Men, teaching us, that denying Ungodli>, 
20%, aud the World's Lufts, we ſtauld live righteauſty,- 
ſoberly and godly in this preſent World. * But though all 
Men have received this Talent of Grace, or Maniteſtation, 
of the Spirit of CHRIST, all are not ſaved, as Men 
may rebel agxinſt, or quench the Spirit; and, by fruſ- 
Fo refute the Doctrine of Pred:/ftination, read Doctor Whithy en 
the New Tefament ; and his Diſcourſes on the Five controverted Points. 5 


/ 


a . 
K n & — * 5 Ln 
. 88 


** et ae or a RE 
© : ( * 
5 x 
PR 
* hl 5 
2 [ * 5 
* 


„ 


* 


trating its Motions, render it ineffectnal. Under the 


Law it is ſaid, The Almighty gave of his good Spirit to | 


the Jews to enſtruct them, but they rebelled againſt it, 
Nehemiah ix. 20 And the Prophet Jalab alfo tells 


us, They rebelled, and vexed Gop's Holy Spirit. And, 


under the Goſpel, the Apoſtle Paul cauti ns the Theſſa- 
lonians againſt quenching the Spirit, or extinguiſhing | 
the Light, and hindering the conſuming Force, that 
would deſtroy Sin and Iniquity in the Heart. 1-07; 
Thus, according to the Teſtimony I have offered, and 
many I might produce, all Men have received a 2 170 
tion ot Light and Grace, but all have not obey'd its 
Leadings; all have heard, but all have not obey'd: 
However, this internal Monitor or Director, is ready on 
all Occaſions (if we will apply to it for Knowledge and 
Help) to inſtruct us in our Duty, and aſſiſt us in over- 
coming the Jemptations ot the great -Adverſary of our 
| Soul's Hap ineſs; but we muſt diligently attend to its 
Voice, and not only hear, but obey. its Inſtructions, that 
our Souls may live. 1 15 i 
But ſome have ſaid to me, We grant that Chriſtians 
ought to walk agreeulle to the Dictates of the Spirit of 


CHrIST ; but the Quakers make the Guidance and Di- 


rection of the Spirit neceſſary. in trivial and indifferent 
Matters; nay, ſometimes they offer its Dictates as @ 
_ Reaſon for many Things accounted by us irrational and 
abſurd.—l anſwer ; with Reference to our Duty and O- 
bedience to the Almighty, I conſider no Action indiffe- 


rent; every Thing ot this Nature muſt tend to ſome 


Purpoſe, good or evil: And *tis upon this Conſideration 
that we extend the Doctrine of the Croſs, Self-Denial, 
and perfect Obedience to the Precepts of CuxIs r, far- 


ther than the Generality of thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian 


Name: And I take this Occaſion to Jay, my principal 
Errand among you, is to recommend, as far as I am ena- 


bled, theſe Chriſtian Doctrines; ſince our Lord Himlſe] 
poſitively declares, That unleſs we take up à daily Croſs, 
(to our corrupt Wills and Affections) we cannot be bis 
| Diſciples ; And farther to adviſe you to a ſtrict Adhe- 


rence to the Light or Grace of Gop in your own Con- 


ſciences 
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ſciences or Underſtandings, as unto a more ſure Word of 
| Prophecy, or perie&t Director; whereunto you will do + 
| well to take Heed, as unto a Light ſhining in à dark 
Place For the Nations of them tnat are ſaved, muſt 
walk in this Light of the Loxp.' __ 7 
But it may be objected, © That many of the People 
calied Quakers, have anciently bore Teſtimony to thoſe 
Doctrines, and continue fo to do; then what Need of 
my feeble Teſtimony or Evidence? Tis true that nu- 
merous Pens have been employ'd, and many earneſt En- 
deavours, and fervent Deſires of this People, to recom- 
mend and propagate (as tar as they are enabled by di- 
vine Aſſiſtance) thoſe Chriſtian Doctrines, which they 
have proved by their own happy Experience to be ſo be- 
neticial and advantageous to themſelves; and being thro? 
Grace made Partakers of that Charity or Love, which 
is the Bond of Perfection, and the CharaCteriſtick of a 
genuine and real Chriſtian; theſe, I ſay, by this Goſpel 
Love, are excited to wiſh well to all Mankind, and, as 
much as in them lies, they endeavour to ſerve one an- 
other in it, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Gal. v. 13. And 
their frequent Supplicat:ons aſcend to the moſt High, on 
Benalf ot Mankind in general, that all People may come 
to the Knowledge of rhe Truth, as it is in Jesus, and 
be ſaved. And when our Hearts are thus enlarged, both 
to Gop, and one towards another, then are our Mouths 
opened to declare of his wonderful Works to the Chil- 
dren of Men, and ſhew forth his mighty Acts, which he 
is able and ready to perform, by the powerful Operation 
of his Holy Spirit in our Hearts, in ſubduing every Evil 
and inordinate Deſire and Affection, and bringing them 
under his Government, and into Subjection to his divine 
Will; and by ſpeaking well of his great Name, to in- 
vite and encourage others to come, taſte and ſee that tibe 
Lok p 7s god, and to partake of his Offer of great Sal- 
vation, 1:0 leſs than the Redemption of the Soul (by 
Jxsus CHRIST) from the Bondage of Sin and Satan. 
And indeed the Peace chat flows from, and the Promiſes 
annexed to, a perfect Obedience to the righteous Laws 
of Gop, are ſuiſicient Inducements to Excite us to a 


Sodly, 
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godly, righteous, and Self- denying Life ; for as the royal 


* Pfalmift greatly experienced formerly, fo we at this 
Day experience, and ſubſcribe to this Truth, That in 
keeping the Commandments of Gop there is great Re- 
ward; and that great Peace have they who love his 
Law, and nothing ſhall offend them: For He ſpeaks 


: Peace to his People, and to his Saints; but let them not 
turn again to Folly, Pſalm Ixxxv. 8. And the Loop 
Will ordain Peace for the Rightecus, for the Effet of 


Righteonſneſs is Peace and Aſſurance for ever, Iſaiah 


17. 


0 


 Agrecable to this our Lox p tells his Diſciples, My 
Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give unto youu ; not 
a4 the World giveth, but a Peace which paſſeth the Un- 
derſtanding ot the carnal Man. And the Apoſtle Paul, 
to encourage and excite the Romans to the Obedience 
of the Faith deliver'd, and a patient Continuance in 
Well-doing, tells them, Their Reward ſhould be, Glory, 


Honour and Peace, to every Man that worketh Good, to 
the Jew firſt, aud alſo to the Gentile, Rom. ii. 1o. 


Bur, on the contrary, that thoſe who are contentious, 
and do not obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, . 
Their Portion will be Indignalion and Wrath, Tribula- 
tion and Auguiſb, upon every St of Man that doth 


Evil- as there is no Peace to the wicked; for what have 
they to do with Peace, ſo long as they continue in Diſ- 


+ obedince? Indeed the Wicked may, as they often do, cry 


Peace to themſelves, when there is no Peace, or at leaſt 


not a ſolid one; as a real e Peace and Hap- | 


pineſs, can only refiilt from an Acquaintance with Gop 


aud the Teſtimony; of à good Conſcience: But a falſe 
and polluted Reſt” and Peace, which many are erecting 
to themſelves, will deſtroy them with a ſore Deſtruction, 
without timely Repetitarice and Amendment of Life; for 
inſtead of this Peace, they ſhall have great Bitterneſs,. 


Iſalah XXXvifl. 1). 


% 


Nany and ſingular are the Advantages and Privileges 
hich 1 might enumerate, that attend a Life of Piety 


and Boiinefs, no leſs than an Hundred- fold of Peace in 


our Boſoms in this Life; and the great and precious Pro- 


miſe 
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_ miſe of Life Eternal in the World to come. And as I 
have, by the Grace of Gos, and thro' Obedience f 
Faith, witneſſed in Degree this Peace from Gop, (which 
is beyond the Conception of thoſe who have never en- 
joyed it) I became greatly concerned for Mankind in 
general, and in a particular Manner for thè Inhabitants 
of my native Country, that they might witneſs this Peace; 
and I oſten petitioned the Almighty, that he would in 
his wonted Mercy diſcover to you the Things that be- 
long to your Soul's Peace, before they might, by Unbe- 
lief, be hid from your Eyes. l e 
Having had this Concern for ſome Time on your Ac- 
count, the Almighty was pleaſed to lay a Conſtraint upon 
me to declare it among you. This, and what follows, I 
am ſenſible will found as idle and ridiculous Tales in the 
Ears of many; however, I ſhall go on to tell you, that 
I conſider myſelf as a very feeble: Inftrument in the 
Cauſe of Gap, and one of the leaſt Servants. in my 
Maſter's Houſe. I have alſo conſider'd, how backward 
the Generality of People are to receive Advice, even when 
it has been offered by religious, pious and learned Men; 
and that the Labours of ſuch have had but little Effect 
on the Minds and Conduct of many called Chriſtians; 
and reflecting on the Greatneſs of my Inability, as well 
as the Improbability of my being ſerviceable in.Gop's 
Cauſe, I have been induced to ſay, Loxp ! who will 
believe my Report, fince ſo many have labour'd (as I 
have thought) in vain ? Shall I, a poor Female, under- 
take for Gop ? Can I preſums to come up to bis Help a- 
gainſt the great Adverſary of Souls? No ſurely ; rather 
I befeech Thee, appear in the Glory of thy Majeſty, and 
by the immediate Ati of. thy mighty Power, in the Hearts 
F the People, ſubdue and lay waſte the ſirong Holds 
of Sin and Satan | And in the Room thereof eſtabliſh, I 
beſeech Thee, the Kingdom and Dominion of thy dear 
Son our Lox Db, whoſe Right alone it is to reign in the 
Hearts of the People, who is King of Kings, and Loa? 
. Lords / And farther, though I am but Duſt and 
Aſhes, I thus preſumed to excuſe myſelf; Loxgp, Fam 
not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor ſince Thou haſt been 


8 pleaſed 


Pileaſeũ to diſcover thy Will to ne. But to an Almighty 
Power, who doth according to his righteous Will, both 
in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, who ſhall ſay, What doſt cheuꝰ And ſince 
He is pleaſed to ſend by the Hand of whom He will 

ſend, I no longer reſſſted his Will, but became obedient 
to his Word and Power, againſt which I had long reaſon- 
ed, and objected my Untitneſs; tho“ the Apoſtle Pau. 
inkorms us, That as many that have been baptiſed into 
Cux Is r (or with his Baptiſm of Fire and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and have witneſſed the chafiy Nature in them con- 
famed, and by this Means) have put on ChRIS＋ (that 
then there is no Diſtinction or Difference among Chriſtians 
in a religious Senſe) there is neither Jeu nor Gentile, 
there is neither Bond nor Free, there is neither Male nor 
Female © For, ſays the Apoſtle, 9e are all one in CHRIST 
J=svs. Thus he ſeems to allow our Sex the fame Goſ- 
— Privileges with the reſt of Mankind. And the royal 
'rophet calls on the Female, as well as the Male Part of 
God's rational Creation, to celebrate the Praiſe of our 
dcemmon Governor and Bene factor. Why then, ſays 
one, ſhould Woman be denied her Canticle ot Praiſe in 
the general Chorus, ſince out of the Mourhs of Babes 
and Sucklings, Gop will ſtill ordain and perfect Praiſe? 
And we may further obſerve, when the Tabernacle of 
the Loxp was erected in the Wilderneſs, the Women, 
We are told, Who were willing-hearted, brought their 
Free-will Offerings, and preſented them towards the 
Building, or at teatt:embellifhmg of this moveable Tem- 
ple, which, tis ſaid, was a Type of the true Church 
"militant, and the Tabernacle which Gop has pitched, 
and not Man. And if Females were allowed to aſſiſt and 
contribute to the Work of the Lon, under the Law, 

\why ſhould any, or the leaft:Effay towards the repairing 
the Breaches in Gopꝭs Building, be rejected under the 

_ "Goſpel? ſince ue do not offer or propoſe any new Doc- 
trine, nor endeavour to lay any other Foundation chan 
hat vchich is already laid, wiz. © The Revelation of the 
Spiritcof JIxs us Cnr 157 the Righteons, eee 
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Man, on which rhe Church of Ciz1sT is founded and 
built: Nor for the moral Diſorders fo viſible amongſt 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, do we preſcribe new or un- 
try'd Remedies; but having experienced the Virtue and 
Efficacy of the Old, we, in great Love and Good-will, 
endeavour: to perſuade you to apply nem: For the ſame 
Fountain of Purgation is now open to Sinners, chat was in 
Ages paſt ſet open for the Houſe of David, and Inhabi- 
tants of Feruſalem, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; ſor the 
Almighty is not only the Gon of the eus, but of the 
Gentiles alſo. | th res $ 

But to proceed; I have told you that this Voyage to 
my native Place, was undertaken in Purſuance of what I 
verily believed was the Will of Gon concerning me, and 
required of me by Him (I make no doubt) as one amongſt 
the many Trials I have been exerciſed with, of my Faith, 
Love and Obedience; wherein I believe it my Duty open- 
ly and freely to confeſs CyrisT before Men, whoſe o- 
perating Power on my Heart I had fearfully and eowardly 
endeavour d to conceal before this Province; and I take 
this Occaſion to declare to you, that I am not aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of CuR IST, which I have in Meaſure ex- 
perienced to be the Power of Gop to Salvation to all them 
who believe, and continue to obey it; and the more nu- 
merous the Teſtimonies, and greater the Cloud of. Wit- 
neſſes, to the Efficacy of the Grace and Power of Gop, . 
the more will the Truths and Evidences propoſed and 
produced, be ftrengthen'd and corroborated. - But ſome 
way poſſibly ask, How I certainly know that Iam not 
miſtaken, and that inſtead of being led by the Spirit of 
Truth, IJ am not deceived by the Spirit of Error? To 
ſuch 1 anſwer ; I have one Rule to ſquare my Actions by, 
which never yet failed me, when I applied it; and that is, 
By Application to the Divine Being, that he would be 
_ pleaſed to preſerve me from Error and Deluſion, I exa- 
mine by his Divine Light and Aſſiſtance, the Motive, 
Deſign, Tendency and End of my Actions; and if I find 
nothing repugnant to, or inconſiſtant with the Honour of 
Gon, and Scripture Precepts ox Teſtimony, I make a ra- 

tional Conclufion, that 1 * fate at leaft: And tho 1 
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doc not obſerve ſrom Scripture, that it is my particular 
Duty to exhort you to yours; nor dol gather from thence, 
that I onght to declare, in this publick Manner, of the 
Goodneſs, Mercy and loving Kindneſs, of the Almighty, 
to all who ſeek his Face and Favour in Truth, Sincerity 
and Uprightneſs ; yt I find it there, my Duty to obey 
all Go p's Commands; and that the Almighty may, and 
dees, lay particular Injunctions, and ſpecial Commands, 
upon his Servants, by the divine Direction of his Holy 
Spirit, at this Day, as well as in former Ages, I firmly 
believe: And that the Blefling our Lox D promiſed to 
' confer on his immediate Followers, extends as well to all 
his ſucceeding Diſciples, vis: | 


ce That he would pray the Father, and He will (fays 
he) ſend you another Comforter, that may abide with 
you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, who will guide 
and lead you into all Truth, and ſhewyou Things to come; 
for He that dwelleth with you, ſhall be in you; and this 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall teach you all 
'Things, and bring all Things to your Remembrance,” 
And the Apoſtle Peter, at that memorable Time, when 
he was preaching to People of various Languages, tells 
his Audience, firſt quoting a Paſſage from the Prophet 
Joel, Acts ii. 38. It ſhall: come to paſs in the laft (or 
Goſpel) Days, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 


5 Hleſo, and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall prophecy, 


c&c. And he ſubjoihs, Repent, aud be baptiſed, every one 
/ you, in the Name of Jes us CHRIS r, for the J r 
Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Gboft © 
For the Promiſe is to you, and to your Children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lox p our Gop 
ſpall call. Aud to you, O Men, be calls, his Voice is to 
the Sons of Man, Prov. viii. E 
And we may further obſerve, That the Spiritof CurrsT, - 
was not limited to his immediate Diſciples, to whom it 
was to be ſent as a Comforter and Director; but He tells 
them, it ſhould appear to the World of Unbelievers in 
another Adminiſtration or Office, viz. That of a Re- 
prover for Sin. For when Chriſt aſcended up on high, He 
gave Gifts to Men, yea, even to the Rebellious, Eph v. 8. 
Pal. Ixviii. 18. . 3 And 
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WT! the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Poole, in his Mana 
tations, tells us, © Was not, as ome i imagine, confine 
to the Apoſtles Days, but that Chriſtians, in ſucceeding 

Ages, received as large Proportions of the Divine Influ- 

ences and Gifts of the Holy Spirit as formerly.” - 
And that Females did receive tiſeſe Gifts, as well as 
the Men, and on proper Occaſions did exerciſe them, 

John Locke, in his Paraphraſe on Paul's Epiſtles, aflures 
us, by Proof. He tells us, That Go p, for Order 

Sake, had inftituted inthe World a proper Subordination 

of the weaker Sex to the ſtronger ; yet (ſays he) this 
| hinder'd not but that he might make uſe of the weaker 

Sex to any Function, Whenever he thought fit, as well as 
he did the Men.” He ſays much more to the ſame Pur- 

poſe ; but I leave him to thoſe who may have an Oppor- 
tunity and Inclination to read him further on this Subject 
and return to illuftrate, as well as I am able, the Rule of 
my Conduct in religious Matters. 

J am ſenſible that it is my Duty, firſt and principally, 
and above all other Conſiderations, to love, adore, honour 
and obey, the Supreme Being ; and next, I find it my 
Duty to love my Neighbour as myſelf; and to obſer ve to 
act in the ſame juſt and upright Manner in every Circum- 
ſtance, that I deſire he ſhould act in towards myſelf : 
Therefore, if, upon a Scrutiny or Examination, I find m 

Deſign or Action directly or indirectly tending to the Diſ- 
honour of Go p, or in any Shape injurious to my Neigh- 
bour, I am immediately inſtructed, by the inward Moni- 
tor, or Light of CHARTS in my Conſcience, to decline it; 
and if I forbear the Action, c. I believe you will grant 
I am right fo far. Again, if I apprehend I am directed or 
commanded to do any particular Thing; if, upon Trial, 
buy the above Rule, it bears the Teit, and has any Ten- 

dency to promote God's Honour, Peace, Good-will, 
Charity and Benevolence to my Neighbour, I believe I 
am fate, and may venture to cunclude that this Suggeſtion 
can proceed from no other than GOD ;. ſince it points 
to ſome ſmall Degree of Glory to his Name and Power. 
And farther, any Deed that can ſtand this Trial, cannot 
e have! its Riſe, or be excited by a diabolicalSpi- 
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* Lacke on 2 Corinthian xiv. | 
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rit 3 ſince we have our Loxp's Teſt...) „ 
of this Aſſertion, That if Satan riſe up againſt himſelſ, 
aud be: divided, be cannot ſtand, but hath an End, 

Mark i, 66. | Fe Lach ng TE bay 
But whatever Judgment may be made of my religious 
Sentiments and Contluct, ir will be far from affecting me; 
my Peace and Happineſs in no wiſe depending on the Fa- 
Vvour or Applauſe of Mortals, but on the Favour and 
Approbation of Go p, by whoſe juſt and deciſive Judg- 
ment I muſt ſtand or fall; for Go p ſeeth not as Man 
ſceth, Man judging. by the outward Appearance only; 
but the Lox p looketh at the Heart. And tho” we are 
told, © The Heart is deceittul above all Things; and 
the Prophet queries, who can know it? the Almighty is 
pleaſed to declare, in theſe Words, © I the Loxp ſearch the 
Heart, and try the Reins; and behold he that formeth 
the Mountains, and createth the Spirit, he declareth unto 
Man what his Thoughts are: Even He that maketh the 
Morning Darknz{s, and treadeth upon the high Places of 
the Earth, the Lo x D, the Gop of Hoſts is his Name, 
Amos iv. 13. 1 5 bt 
Further; I have thought, you may paſſibly imagine, 
that in Pride and Arrogance of Heart 1 am come to fee, 
how you fare, with regard to your eternal Salvation: But 
give me Leave to * you, my Viſit proceeds from 
no ſuch evil Motive; neither have I any further Views 
than the Peace and Satisfaction that flows from a Conſci- 
ouſneſs ot having done my Duty, in coming to proclaim 
the glad Tydings of Peace and Salvation among you, to 
all who will accept of it on Gop's Terms, viz. Repen- 

tance and Amendment of Life. ME Oo oe a RL 

I have no particular Perſon in View, nor Deſign to of- 
tend any One living; and if at any time I ſhould expreſs 
myſelf a little warmly, my Zeal is aim'd againſt din, and 
the Irregularity of Peoples Lives in general; your Lem- 
poral, as well as Eternal Intereſt, I wiſh as well to, as I 
do to my own. I do not undertake to addreſs you in 
pompous Words, nor where it in my Power, to pleaſe 
yourEar with tine Periods. The Laws of Method I Kno. 
| neither 
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neither do I:prefume to offer any Thing new on the Sub- 
ject of Religion; but if one Line of my-own ſhort Ex- 
perience in the Things of Gon, may have the leaſt Ten- 
dency to excite ſome to the practical Part of Chri ſtianity, 
or to mend the Heart of any One, I have my Asal 3 
my honeſt Aim, as far as my weak Endeavour will allow, 
being the Promotion of Gos Honòur, and the Welfare 
of my Neighbour; and, to borrow the Words of one 
of our Worthies, I have no Plat or Deſign, but an ar- 
dent Miſp for t he Salvation of your Souls And, if I may 
be allowed to uſe the Words of. the great Apoſtle Paul, 
I will further aſſure you, I covet uo Perſons Siluar, Sold, 
or Apparel. On the contrary, having ſeen and lamented 
the divers and hurtful Luſts I Was obnoxious to, when 1 
was in Poſſeſſion of a plentiful Eſtate, and that they that 
are rich fall into many Temptations ; my Buſineſs is, to 
warn and caution you that are rich, againſt the Miſap- 
plication of your Wealth. Riches attain'd lawfully, 
without Covetouſneſs, and too anxious a Defire and Pur 

ſuit (which may obſtruct our Godly Attainments) I grant, 
are one of the Bleſſings of Heaven, if rightly and pro- 
perl applied; as they put us in a Capacity of providing 
a neceſſary Subſiſtence for our Families, and doing Acts 
of juſtice and Mercy to our Neighbour: But then we 
muſt remember, we are only Stewards of this, as well as 
every other Gift of Gop, and that we are as culpable in 
his Sight, and as accountable to his Juſtice, for the Waſte 
June 16/2 of Wealth, as for the ill Uſe of any-other of 
his Favours and Mercies. pe 
Some plead for Extravagance, Vanity and Luxury, in 
the abſurd Terms of an old Proverb, that thoſe cha win 
Gold haue a Right to wear it; and that they may apply 
their own Money to what Purpoſes they pleaſe : Not con- 
ſielering, that all temporal Rleſſings are only ſeat us, and 
that we can't properly call any Thing our on. And if 
we will but Jook about us, we ſhall ſee this Aſſertion 
greatly proved, by obſerv ing the many Viciſſirudes in 
this one Article of Wealth. Riches :metaphorically 
ſpeaking, take to themſelves Wings, and fly away. from 
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one to another, and that we are as often ſnatched fromthem, . 
as they from us; a ſignificant Inſtance of which we have | 


in dur Saviour's Parable for the rich Man, who, having 


laid up much Goods for many Years, ſottiſhly addreſſes 
his Soul in theſe Words, Soul, tale thine Eaſe, eat, drink, 


and be merry, Luke xii. 19. Thus being in this ſtupid 
Condition, blinded by the God of this World, he never 
once reflected on the Poſlbiliry of being deprived of his 
Idols by any Means whatſoever. 


But now obſerve the Equity and Juſtice. of the Al-. 
mighty in his Judgments, which He often inflicts on 


thoſe who. adore the Gift, but deſpiſe and neglect the 
. Giver; who receive of his Bounty, but fail to acknow- 
ledge it; who eat and drink, and riſe up to play: By 
one Stroke of his Juſtice, He breaks the Inchantment 
this Man had been held in by Satan; diſcovers the Un- 
certainty of temporal Goods and Enjoyments, and the 
Vanity or. Folly of truſting and placing our Happineſs 
in them ; and by the Word of his Power, he commands 
this poor, deluded Mortal, to reſign; not only his Wealth, 
but his very Sonl, to Him that gave it; faying to bim 


in theſe Terms, Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be 
required of thee ; ; then whoſe ſhall theſe Things be which 


thou haft provided? Melancholy Situation indeed! and 
far worſe than if his Goods had been taken from him. 
This Man, as far as we may be allowed to judge by his 
Folly in this Inſtance, muſt be in a very unfit State and 
Condition for Heaven, where it does not appear he had 
been careful to lay up any Treaſure; For where the Trea- 
ſure is, there will the Heart be alſo. And in our Lox p's 
Obſervations on this unhappy Perſon's Condition, he 


ſubjoins, & (or in ſuch a Caſe) is be that layeth up Trea- 55 


ſure for himſelf, and is not rich towards Gov. 

But tho? I, as well as others, had received a Propor- 
tion or Talent of Grace in my Heart, for the great Pur- 
poſes before-named, yet I was not careful to improve 
it; and while I continued in Neglect of my Duty, fo 


long this Grace proved ineffectual, and in vain: But the | 


Gifts and Callings of Gon are wit bout Repentance, Rom. 


ki. 29. for tho“ many may __ to anſwer his Call, or 


improve 


J 
improve his Gifts, never theleſs che Alnighty repents not 
hs He-hath..diſpenſed and beſtowed them; bur gract- 
oully condeſcends, by his trequent. Viſitations, either im- 
mediately, or inſtrumentally, by Mercies, or by Judg- 
ments, to awaken, perſuade, exeite, or allure us ro 
our Duty ; and tho in Time paſt we believed not God, 
who in Effect we are ſaid to deny, when we worſhip him 
not as Ga p; yet He repents not that He hath called us, 
but repeats his Call to the Careleſs and Negligent; of 
which Number I was, when the Almighty, whoſe Com- 
paſſion, fails not, return'd to viſit my Soul. 
In this, the happieſt Seaſon of my Life, when the Time 
was come, wherein, thro'. Mercy, I obtained Merey ; - 
and in which the Moſt High vonchfafed to favour me, by 
opening my Eyes, and diſcovering to me the Things that 
belonged to the everlaſting Peace aad Happineſs of my 
Soul. And at the ſame time the Lok was pleaſed to 
diſplay. his excellent Glory, and to give me 4 Sight of 
the Beauty of Holineſs; and then I could ſay,  bavg 
heretofore only, beard -of Thee by the Hearing of the out 
ward Ear. But now mine Eyes ſaw his Glory; this 2 
maz ing tho lovely Appearance of GO p ta my Soul, 
cauſed me manꝝ a time to bow down before the Majeſty 
of Heaven, and, indeed, to abhor myſelf in Duſt and 
Aſhes, and frequently to mourn over him whom I had 
many times picrced and griey'd in his Holy Spirit, by 
my Vanities and Folly, in giving his Glery to Idols, and 
the Praiſe that was his due, to the Imaginations of my 


own Heart. 5 


This was the firſt Day's Work ef the new Creation in 
my Soul; the Almighty, by the Word of his Power, 
had commanded. the Darkneſs to be divided from the 
Light, and by this happy Medium, I continued to make 
new; and, to me, unuſual Diſcoveries; I ſaw that I had 
been an Alien from the.Common-wealth of Spiritual 
Iſrael, and a Stranger to the Covenant of Promiſe, having 
no Hope in Cux Is 1, as I had lived without Go p in the 
World ; and, by neglecting to give that Henour due t 
his Name, I had ſarteited the Favour of the Almighty, 
and that Heavenly N which the. Smiles of his 
„ 5 5 Countc- 


% ern 
Countenance and Preſence alone can conſtitute': Not for 
_ * Adam's Fault imputed to me, but my own actual Diſ- 
obedience, refuſing that reaſonable Service and Homage 
which he expects and requires from all his rational Crea- 
tures. I had been remiſs in Acknowledgements to my 
4 great Creator, and merciful Benefactor, at whoſe boun- 
| _ _ tiful Hand I had receivetl not only a ſpiritual Bleſſing, or 
| ___ Gift of Grace in my Heart, but IT was indebted to Di- 
vine Beneticence for a large Share of temporal Bleſſings ; 
neither of whien was received, or reſpected, with a 
proper Gratirude, nor applied to the Purpoſes (I am ſince 
convinced and perſuaded in my Underſtanding) they were 
deſigned for, by the holy Diſpenſꝶe r. 
And 1. The Seed (or Word) ſown in my Heart by the 
great Husbandman, was not ſuffer d to fruEtify, or bring 
forth Fruit, agreeable to the Praiſe and Glory of Go p, 
as the Cares of this Life, and the Deceitſulneſs of Riches, 
enter'd in and choak'd the Seed, and it thereby became 
unfruitful: And not only the Cares and Concetns of the 
World, which ſometimes become accidentally unlawful, 
ut the vain Pleaſures, irrational Recreations, trifing, 
unedifying, and pernicious Books, with all the Train of 
idle Amuſements, to which tlie World commonly annex 
the ſoft and gentle Epithet of Innocent, ingroſs d my 
recious Time; the proper Improvement of which, wiſe 
en, in all Ages, eſteemed the higheſt Point of Wiſ- 
dom, and of fo ineſtimable a Conſideration, as occalions 
a late pious Author to aſſert, :that. the Man was yet un- 
born, who truly Knew the Value of an Hout. 
And the Apoſtle! Paul, in an earneſt Manner, exhorts 
the Believers to redeem the Time, becauſe the Days are 
evil ; and again, directs the Church to walk in Wiſdom 
towards them that are without, redeeming the Time. 
22 8 , DOE ON That 
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To refute this Doctrine, read Dr. #/hithy's Treatiſe on what i* 
call'd (-riginal Sin. In the Courſe of my Remarks, 1 chooſe to pro- 
duce other Adthorities than thoſe of our own Society; ſince ſuch is 
the unaccountable Prejudice of ſome People, that they will reject 
Truth and Reaſon, fer no other Cauſe, but that it is offer'd by one 
ASS... - JJ 
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Thar Time was valuable, and to be well employ A and ; 
improv'd, I had often heard ; but falſe, eee Plea- 
ſure unwilling to hear, or at leaft to yield to the Voice 
of Truth, robb'd me of that Bleſſing T am now, thro? 
Gop 's Affiſtance, ende avcuring to redeem 7 improve, 
agreeable to the Apoſtle s Advice: Paſs the Time. 55 your _ 
ſojourning bere in Fear (and Reverence) fearing to ofſend 
the infinite Sy, of Heaven, who, takes Cognizance of 
every Thought, Word, and Action. But alas! this 
Truth and Conſideration never ſo much as occur d, when 
I was ſpending my Days in Vanity, and my Years in un- 
Ho Purſuits; forgetring.the Holy One of 1/7aet, 
Days without Number; never ſo much as remarking the 
royal Prophet's Aſſertion, That (not only the flagrantly 
wicked) but theſe who forget | Go p, ſpall be e into 
Hell. 
And the Prophet Jeremiah tells os, Gon will pour 
eut of his Anger upon the Fami lies that call not upon his 
Name, Jer. x. 25. And Go p declares that He had ſuf- 
fered the De Nuten of his People Iſrael, becauſe they had 
forgotten 55 and burnt Incenſe unto Vanity ; that they 
had forgot Him, and truſted to Falſhood ; bat accora- 
ing to their Paſtures or Poſſaſtons, ſo were they fill'd 
and their Heatts thereby exal, e; therefore have thi for- 
gotten Me, ſaith the Lok b. And the Prophet Hoſes 
complains, that 1/rael had forgot his Maker, and builded 
Temples to Idols ; that the Calf (or Idol) of Samaria had 
cast en out of Bis Favour ; for they had ſin Vanity 
and the Wind, and ſhould reap the Wh; lind; that 
Strangers ſhould ſwallow them up, the Enemy ſhould pur- 
ſue them, and a Fire ſoould devour their Palaces. - 
Theſe are ſome of the diſmal and deplorable Effects of 
Sin, and the terrible Penalties Sinners who forget Go p, 
and make to themſelves Idols of Vanity, are obnoxious to, 
in this Life ; where the temporal Conſequences of Sin ap- 
pear terrible and ſhocking, which one 6k think a ſuf- 
 ticient Reaſon to deter People from every Appearance of 
Evil; but when we reflect on this Truth, viz. © That 
without ſincere returning to Gop by Repentance, and 
Amendment of Life ; an being reconcird to Hig thro? 
Ca Sanctifi- 
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the Power of Gop, and excite them to 


temporal before 


only for the 


together applicable to them. 
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Sanktification of our Spirits by Cux is r IEsus, the Pu- 
niſhment for our Sins will attend vs to all Eternity, and 
will: ran ne deprive us of that Reſt and Peace ors 


eople of Gop;” How ſhould this | ought 
1 0 remove from every Heart, that is not quite in- 
nlible and obdurate, the dangerous Sin of Unbelief in 

E to apply to the Fa- 

Fur of Mercies for Remiſſion of Sin by G RIST-JESUS | 
Bur ſome may object, That tho” many, call'd Chriſtians, 
live in too much Forgettulneſs of Go p, yet they cannot 
be chargeable with worſhipping of Idols, as the Fews 
were; ſo that the above Scripture Paſſages cannot be al- 
I ſhall anſwer this Objection in the Words of one of 

the firſt Movers of the Reformation, viz: Dr. Jobn Stau- 
pita He that S any Thing that is outward and 
 tetnx 30, preters.the Creature before the 
© Creator ; and robs Gop of his Glory and higheſt Ho- 
© nour, and makes that to be his Gov, which is not God: 
© For that which the Heart loves moſt, the lame it ho- 


nours as God, Whatſoever the Mouth may ſay to the 


© contrary. Who knows not, that if Chriſtian ſhould 
© now-a-days ſay, that his Gods, E9c. were his God, he 


© would be condemn'd 55 a Blaſphemer; and yet who is 


© rhere of us, who doth nor ſee in the daily Practices and 
„Actions of Men, that temporal Goods, Pleaſure and 


© Honour, are prefert'd before Gop, and his Love, to that 


© Degree, that it is Matter of Lamentation? We will 


© my ho Means endure the Reproach of being Idolaters, 


* with their Moaths, Our 


not love God, neither does nor can pray, t 


1 


Him; but he who does not love him, neither dot 


* tho? indeed we are ſo, really and in Truth, no leſs than 
others were of old: At this very Day, O gracious 
©Gop! many in Chriſtendom worſhip Gold, Silver, 
Wood, and the Goods of this World, as the Heathens 
did Thouſands of Years ago, notwithſtanding they ſay, 
| 1s, Our Father, which art in Heaven! 
But true Adoration conſiſts in loving, not in ſpeaking. 
© He prays well, who loves Gop moſt ; and he who does 
| 0” he repeats 
© arhou'and Pſalms or Prayers He who loves Gop, ſerves 
h, nor 
* can 


* 


ber! 
can ſerve Him, however great Works of Devotion he 
c ma ontwarodlynerierm,?.. © ß 

But to return: In this careleſs and ſorgetſul Situation, 
which I have mentioned, was I, when the Almighty 
diſpenſed a Share of his temporal Favours to me, which 
I received with a ſtupid Indifference, and without Thankſ- 
giving, as they were common Mercies ; © And like a 
certain Brute Animal, who devours the Fruit which falls 
from a Tree, without Icoking up to ſee from whence it 
comes: So [I received the Bleflings of Providence no 
otherwiſe, but as Things of Chance, or of Courſe, or the 
Effect of Care and Induſtry; not conſidering whoſe Hand 
was neceſſary to render our Endeayours ſucceſsful and proſ- 
a 277 5 nor that the ſame Power that beſtows and diſpenſes 
Bleſſings and Mercies, can in a Moment demand and call 
them back, and deprive us of them, whenever he pleaſes; 
and that for every Morſel we eat, we are indebted to 
Gop'sBcunty and Goodneſs, and not to our own Wiſdom 
or Prudence. In a Word, that in Him we live, move, 
and have our Being. But how inſenſible was I of theſe 
Truths, when, in Effect, I lived as if I had been an unac- 
countable and independent Being, and vainly thought 
my Mountain was made ſo ſtrong, that it would never 
be removed IL. was rich and full, and needed nothing, 
when alas! I was poor and miſerable, blind and naked, 
and wanted all Things, when deſtitute of the Favour of 
God, and without, witneſſing the Smiles of his Counte- 

nance. , | 55 
Thus, as the Pſalmiſt conſeſſes himſelf once, fo fool- 
1th and ignorant was 1, ſaying, in Effect, to Gop, De- 
5 ge from me, for J deſire not the Knowledge of thy 
Ways: What is the Almighty, that I ſhould deſire 
Him? Or what great Profit would accrue, if we pray d 
unto Him, or fery'd Him?“ By this falſe Reaſoning, is 
the Candle of the Ungodly extinguiſhed ; from whence 
proceeds Deſtruction upon the Inconſiderate and Un- 
righteous, unleſs they return, repent and amend. But 
now, behold the Goodneſs, Lenity and Long - ſuffering, 
of a merciful Gop! who hath been long alluring me by 
his Mercies, which I paſſed light by, or rejected: 85 
1 . 
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has now Recourſe to his Judgments; but neither did! 
yet ſes that AfMiEtions roſe not out of the Duſt, but thar 
Mankind was naturally and promiſcuouſly born to Trou- 
ble. I was indeed afflicted, and I mourn'd ; but ir 
was for the Abſence of temporal Bleſſings; and as my 
Deſires and Purſuits extended no higher, I endeavour d 
to ſupport my Diſtreſs, by gratifying my Pride and Am- 
bition to the Extent of my Power. At length, in this 
Day of Adverlity, I began a little to conſider, and ap- 
plied to Gop, in Prayer and Supplica.ion, that He would 
be pleaſed to deliver me out of my Diſtreſs, or ſupport 
me under it; ſtill ignorant of the Joys of his Salvation, 
or that there were ſpiritual Conſolation in Store for me, 
on certain Conditions, if I rightly applied for them; but 
being inſenſible of the Want of them, I as yet asked 
them not, till the happy Seaſon of my Life, wherein I 
witneſſed a religious Turn of Mind, and the drawing 
Cordsof Gop's Love inclining my Heart to ſeek his Face 
and Favour, with greater Ardency and Fervour than I had 
ever been ſenſible of before : I now began to view and 
conſider Things in another Light than I formerly had 
done; and, by reverfing the perſpe&ive, the fading Ob- 
jects and Enjoyments of this Life leſſened in my View 
and Account; and as the Love of Gop and of heavenly 
8 4 increaſed in my Heart, ſo in Proportion my Fond- 
neſs for worldly Enjoyments decreaſed and vaniſhed. 
At length the warmeſt Returns of Love and Grati- 
tude began to ariſe in my Soul to God, who firſt loved 
me, and had done great 'Things for me, by plucking my 
Feet out of the Mire and Clay of Sin and Folly, and fixing 
them upon the Rock Jesvs Cux IST. He alſo put a new 
Song in my Mouth, which none but thoſe who are in e- 
2 1 by his precious Blood can ſing, even Prai- 
ſes to our Gop ! Thus on my turning to Gop, I began to 
© witneſs new Thoughts, new Deſires, new Affections, new 
Hopes, new Joys, and new Fears; and to ſee the Neceſ- 
ity of Regeneration and a new Birth unto Righreouſneſs, 
without which I could not poſſibly enter the Kingdom of 
- Gop; that all Things muſt be changed, and become new, 
all of, and pointing to Go D. And farther, if . 
| WE a ao Slot hoe ag 
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 Cnxr87's Diſciple, I muſt deny myſelf, take up aCroſs 
to my own Will, be ſubje& to, and follow Him, under 
whoſe Banner I had now liſtſſqqme. 
Thus examining and purſuing this Doctrine and Pre- 
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Intention of embracing, than J had of receiving Maho- 
metiſm ; knowing little more of the'©gakers,” than that 
they were a plain People in their Garb and Speech. But 
it has been remark'd to me, thar' my Mother was ſome 
Timeof this Perſuaſion, and no Wonder that I ſhould have 
a warm Side for her Opinio. 
I anſwer' d, My Father was a Member of the Church 
of England, and educated me in that Way; and Þ well 
remember, I had a much warmer Side for his Opinion ; 
not that I knew what was the eſſential Difference in their 
religious Sentiments, or at leaſt that affected me, — | 
ther, than thar one allow'd me ſomething more Liberty 
in Dreſs ; whereas the other would teil me, Plainneſs in 
= Apparel was moſt agreeable to Chriſtianity, and to che 
Divine Being, who hated Pride in his Creatures. To be 
ſure, I thought this Doctrine abſurd, by the Reflection 1 
remember I made at the Time, That Gop, I believ'd, . 
would not reject me, on the Score of wearing Lace, or a 
fine and gay Silk Gown. I have thought ſince, any one 
might imagine I had fetch'd my Argument from Lucre- 
tian Principles, that the Almighty could not deſcend ſo 
low as to notice ſuch Trifles, or mark little Follies, it 
Gaiety in Apparel ſhould be One; but no Wonder that 
when I was a Child, I ſhould reaſon as a Child. 
I am ſenſible that Silks, Ribbons and Lace, are not 
any where in Scripture directly forbidden; but I learn 
from thence, that Pride, and all Manner of Superfluity, 
is. And if, by wearing this rich Silk, or adorning our- 
ſelves with the other ſuperfluous Ornaments, we feed and 
nouriſh a proud, vain Deſire, it becomes by this Circum- 
ſtance as unlawful as Pride itſelf ; and that they do ſo, 1 
have greatly experienced: Fr tho Religion flands not 
| _ Jmply 
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Amp in Clothes, yet. true Religion ſtauds iu that lieb 
Jets Bounds and "Limits to the 4270 with reſpect to 
Clothes, as well as other Things. And to ſtrengthen 
this Aſſertion, or rather to prove it, I ſhall offer an In- 
ſtance of my own Experience, vis. When. it pleaſed the 
Lon p to t my Soul, and to appear to me in his Glory, 
the View, of. which diſcover d ta me my own Unworthi- 
eſs, aud cauſed me not.ouly to deſpiſe and abhor myſelt, 
but my ſplendid Apparel alſo I had now no Delight in 
Dreſs and Ornament, nor other Things I had uſually 
taken much Pleaſure in: True Chriſtianity, which I 
began to be acquainted with, ſet a Bottnd to my Defires, 
and directed me to Plainneſs, before ] had any Intention 
F joining the Society of the People call d Quakers; and 
indeed all earthly aud tranſitory Objelts were, and are, 
in my View and Efltimation, as Loſs, Droſs and Dung, 
| 5 11, I of the Excellency, Glory and Beauty, I 
beheld in Gon, and find in the Enjoyment of bis divine 
Favour ; and at Times I am ready to cry out, O! how 
great is his Glory, and tranſcendeatly great his Beauty! 
But to return: When I was (by Marriage) remov'd 
from my Mother's Care and Direction, I continued in x 
Father's Profeſſion of Religion, for no other Reaſon that 
I:remamber, but that it allow'd me moſt Liberty in Dreſs 
and ufo tho* my Father, as well as my Mother, 


4 


did not fail to inculcate a juſt Abhorrence of the Evils 
the moral Law condemns. However, when J conſider'd 
and examin'd religious Matters with more Seriouſneſs, 
Sincerity and Attention, - than was uſual with me, I found 
the little Religion (or rather the Profeſſion of it) that I had, 
was that of my Education, which I could not properly 
call my own, as it was not the Religion of my Judgment, 
which I find abſolutely neceſſary, and highly reaſonable 
to be concern'd for. I read the Scriptures with ſome At- 
tention; and I have conſider d the following Text, that 
unleſs wwe deny ourſelves, and take up a daily Croſs, we 

cannot be Cuxrs T's Diſciples. This Paſſage appear'd 
to me to contain ſome other and further Conſtruction and 
* Deſign than many People allow, who conhned it to mo- 
ral Frecepts and Duties. But betore I preceed to ſay in 


what 


* * * rr 
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vhat Senſe others, as well as myſelt, underſtand this Chriſti- 
an Doctrine; I think, it may not be impertinent briefly to 
give ſome Reaſon of my Faith and Hope, which I deſire 
to do in the ſame Diſpoſition the Apoſtle recommends, 
dig. In Meekneſs and Fear. And firſt, upon examining 
the Creed callPd. The Apoſtles, I could ſubſcribe to every 
Article therein contain'd, except one (CR Is r deſcended 
into Hell) which, if it be meant no other than the Grave, 
J ſubſcribe to that alſo. be, WVC 
Next, I have conſider'd and examin'd The Articles of 
the Church of England (of which I had profeſſed myſelf 
to be a Member ſome Years, without ſo much as know- 
ing what Doctrines or Principles they profeſſed and hela 
this, I may venture to ſay, without Breach of Charity, is 
the Caſe of many Profeſſors at this Day.) But upon pe- 
raling the above Articles (as well as conſidering the O- 
pinion of moſt diflenting Sects) I could not reconcile ſome 
Opinions therein containꝰd with Scripture Doctrine and 
Teſtimonies ; particularly a Paragraph in the fifteenth 
Article, where it is faid, ©. Tho' we are all baptized and 
born again in Cux IST, yet we offend in many Things.“ 
This Opinion appears to me manifeſtly repugnant to 
Scripture Accounts of many, who attain'd in this Life a 
perfect Freedom from Sin. And the Text farther quo- 
ted by that Church will not import the Apoſtle himſelf to 
be included in it, 1 Fohn i. 8. And I am of Opinion, 
we may fafely interpret the Paſſage by ſome other Scrip- 
ture Text; wherein the Apoſtles include themſelves witng 
Sinners, yet by no Means can be underitood, that they 
themſelves were in the like Circumſtances. And now 
ſhall offer the following Scripture Teſtimonies, which ap- 
pear to corroborate, and greatly to juſtify us, with re- 
gard to a Tenet we particularly hold, viz. The Poffibi-. 
lity (Go p's Grace aſliſting) of obtaining a perfect Free- 
dom * from Sin even in this * C Naahb was a * E 


This Doctrine being deny*d by meſt Chriſtians except the Qua- 
hers, I thought proper to tranſcribe Part of a Converſation on that Sub · 
ject, between a Clergyman and a Vuakter, . ; 
Qual. Doſt thou own a Purgatory ? | 
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Man, n Ah 
Man, and ane that fear'd GoD, and eſchew'd Evil. 
Gor made David's Way perfect. Bleſſed are the Un- 
deſiled in the Way, who alle in the Law of the Lozop. 
Be ye therefore perfect as your Father which is in Hea» 
ven is perfect. Every one that is perfect, ſhall be as his 
Maſter. We ſpeak Wiſdom among them that are per- 
fest. This alfo we with, even your Perfection. Finally, 
Brethren, be perfect. That the Man of Gop may be 
perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to every good Word 
and Work. But the Gap of all Grace make you 
perſect. That you may be perfe& and entire, wanting 
nathing. Therefore leaving the Doctrines of che Princi- 
ples of Cx ISN, let us go on to Perfection. Zachariab 
and Eliaabeth were both haly, walk. " n the Com- 
mandwents of the Loxp blameleſs. poſtle Paul 
kept a Conſcience void of Offence, bern in Th Pick of 
Gao n and Man. It we fay we have Fellowſhip with Gop, 
and walk in Darkneſs, we lie, and do not the Truth. E- 
very Man that bath Hope in CusrsT purifieth himſelf, 
even as he is pure. Whoſoever committeth Sin tranſ⸗ 
greſſach the Law, for Sin is the Tranſgreſſiou of the 
aw. Whoſoever abideth in him ſinneth not; for you 
kaayp that CIS r was manifeſted to take away our Sins. 
Whoſoaver ſinneth hath not ſeen him, neither known 
him. Lith Children, let no. Man deceive you. He thar 
_ dogih. Righteouſneſs. is righteous, even as He is righte- 
aus; and he that committeth Sin i is of the Devil. For 
e was the Son of Go bp manifeſted, that he 
might 
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1 50 When den muſt. we, be freed from Sing qnd-mpde ft for 


en. 
3 5 I believe & o p Almighty is able to forgive his People theic | 
Sins, nd fit them for Heaven, a little before they depart. | 

al. How long? 

Ge Tt may be an Hour or two. 

ak. I believe a Day or two, as well as an Hour or two. 
z. E believe ſo too. 
Ehe Qualen carry? d:gradually to a Month. or two, till he brought it 


wor Years ; to 2 his W He * 
ame. 
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might deſtroy the Works of the Devil,  Whoſtever is 
born of Go p ſinneth not; but he that is begutten of 
| G6» keeperh himſelf, and that wicked Ons toucheth 
him net, 1 John, vet. 18. if we ſay that we have nut 
finned, we make him a Liar, and his Word is not in us 
but if we confeſs atid forſake dur Sins, he is faithful 

juſt to forgive us out Sins, and ts cleanſe us from 4M 
Unrighteoulfneſs, which is Sin. 

And further, I ebſerve, that both the Old and New 
Teſtament abound with Exhortations to a Life of Holiz 
neſs and Purity. Let ns cleanſt burſolues, ſays the As 
poſtle Paul, from the Pollution 5 Fleſh and Spirit, pera 
ſecting Holineſs in the Fear of Gov. And I have never 
remarked any Text yet, that leaves me the leaſt Room 
to e that partial Holui@ſs will render as aoceptabls 
ro 0 b. 

At upon reading a cerraim Angotater $ on the Sub= 
ject, tho? he denies the Decrime, yet is obliget} ro o 
| this much, © That to requite e petiect Obedience to his 
Laws, is 2 Thing abſolutely neceſſary en Gos Furt, 
from the PerfeRtioi of his Divine Nature, and his Retes 
tion to us as a Governor; to require that we ſhould noe 
fin; that is, ſays he, teanſgreſs any ef Go »'s Laws: 
For Sin being the Tranfgreffion 6f the Law, aud perfect 
and unſinning Obedience being one and the fame, if 
— — under the ne&w' Covenant that 1 ſhoald non 

$ any of his Laws, as hs molt certainly muſt dos, 
denn muſt require me not to ſin againſt them; and ſo he 
| mnt require perfe and wfirning ; Obedience.” Another 
Clergyman, diſcourling on the Subje& of Holineſs, has 
chefs Words: © The Divine Being is tranfceridently holy, 
and infinitely perfect; he is the Fountairy of all Heliriets, 
and ſanEtifies his Saints, his People, and his Miniſters; 
he requires perfetl Holineſs irs thoſs who approach him, 
and to be honour'd by kis Servants.” And he further 
fays, © Thar true Holinefs confiſts in a Conformity: to the 

Vature and Will of GoD; whereby 4 Saum is diſtin- 

guiſhed from the * att is not acted _ 
| + | 
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their Principles, nor govern'd by their Maxims and 
But farther, upon peruſing the Scripture, I have found 


no Room for Ceremonies under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 


nor Precedent for Muſick in the Chriſtian Church. The 
Liturgy, or Form of Prayer, became quite uſeleſs to me, 
and ſinging David's Pſalms burthenſome ; I conſider'd, 
and it appear'd to me, we were endeavouring rather to 
pleaſe and gratify our own Ear, than ſinging to the Praiſe 


and Glory of Gop ; and I find that David's Pſalms can 


no more be ſuitable to the State of the Souls of a whole 
or numerous Congregation, than the ſame Form of Prayer 
can be agreeable to all Conditions in {ſpiritual Caſes. I 
| ſhall, among many, give a few Inſtances of the Incon- 
ſiſtency and Unſuitableneſs of the Pſalms of David, to 


the Conditions of Men of the following Characters, who, 
when they are in the Aſſemblies where theſe Pſalms are 


ſung occaſionally, they cuſtomarily join in this Part of the 


Worſhip. - The Wanton, who ſpends his precious Time 


in Jollity, he ſings, I am weary with my Groaning, I 
make my Couch to ſwim with my Tears. The proud A- 


theiſt, who hath baniſhed God out of all his Thoughts, 


he ſings, I have ſet the Lox D always before me, &c. The 


vain Man, who delights in the Company and Society of 
wicked Perſons, he ſings, I have hated the Congregations 


of Evil-doers. The wither'd Tree, dead to Gop, and 


conſequently fruitleſs, he ſings, I am like a green Olive- 
tree in the Houſe of Gor, He, whoſe Heart is a Cage 
of Uncleanneſs, ſings, M Heart is inditing a good Mat- 
ter. The daily Feaſter, whoſe Legs can ſcarce bear about 
his cot pulent Body, he ſings, A) Knees are weak thro 
Fafting, and my Fleſh faileth of Fatneſs. Satan's Cap- 
tive, who wallows in the Mire and Filth of Sin, he ings, 
OLoxD, truly I am thy Servant. The lawleſs Man, 
whole Lite is a Lite of Rebellion, ſubje& to Sin and Sa- 
tan, he ſings, The Law of thy Mouth-is dearer unto me 
than Thonſands of Gold and Silver. The Proud and am- 


bitious Perſon ſings, Lo RD, my Heart. is not haughty, 


nor mine Eyes lofty ; my Souls is even as a weaned Child, 
a &c. 


1 29 0 
Sc. It has been objected, that we may as reaſonably ſing 
David's Pſalms, as read them; but I apprehend an eſſen- 
tial Difference between reading them as David's Expe- 
rience, or Words he uſed in praiſing God (which, were no 
Doubt ſuggeſted by the Holy Spirit) and reducing them 
to our own Acts of Worſhip; unleſs the Words be ſuita- 
ble to the State of our Souls, and brought to our Remem- 
brance by the ſame Divine Influence which preſented them 
to the Mind of David, according as they ſuited the Cir- 
cumſtance of his Soul, or were ſuitable or applicable to the 
Condition of others, to whom he ſometimes ſpeaks, in a 
feeling Senſe, of the different States of the Godly and the 
Wicked. I have alſo conſider'd it irrational to limit and 
preſcribe to a Chriſtian, even the weakeſt, a fer Form of 
Prayer, ſince the Apoſtle Paul expreſsly declar'd, We 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with Groanings, 
which cannot be utter'd, Rom vill. 26. „ * 
I remember when J experienced the Work of God's 
Grace operating on my Soul, and diſcovering to me my 
State and Condition, the Common Prayer became of no 
Service to me, as I found it highly neceſſary that my 
Heart ſhould be prepar'd by the Lok D to enable me to 
addreſs him by his own Spirit, and when he 1s pleaſed to 
touch and incline the Heart to himſelf, behold (as it is 
ſaid on a memorable Occaſion) we pray; we are imme- 
diately taught to pray in Terms ſuggetted by the Holy 
Spirit, who beſt knows our Neceſſities, helps our Infir- 
mities, and cauſes us ſuitably to approach the Throne of 
Grace, and to requeſt and pray with the Spirit, and with 
the Underſtanding. And as, we. are not to pray in our 
own Words, neither can we pray acceptably in our o.] n 
Time; as I have witneſſed on a very particular Occa- 
ſion, when I profeſſed myſelf a Member of the Church of 
England. Being return'd from a Voyage, I, according 
to Cuſtom, ſent Notice, that I ſhould publickly give 
God Thanks for my Preſervation at Sea; thus when the 
ſtated Prayer of Thanſgiving was read, 1 was indeed on 
my Knees, but my Heart was not properly. warm'd nor. 
influenced to addreſs the Almighty at the Time the Con- 
To gregation 


N 
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ptegation was told I was giving Gop humble and hearty 
5 hanks for ſo great a Mercy; I repeated the Form of 
Prayer uſual on ſuch Occations, but it was only with my 
Tongue, my Heart had little Share in tuis formal Devo- 
tion, and at the Inſtant, while on my Knees, I am not 
aſham'd to ſay, I was made to tremble; and I attribute 
the Fear and Horror I then felt to the Error of that miſta- 
ken Devotion, which I was outwardly performing in an 
unptepared Spirit and Frame of Mind, and conſequently 
the Sacrifice (if I may call it a Sacrifice) of Thankſgiv- 
ing, which I had ofter'd in ſo irreverent and unaccepta- 
ble a Manner muſt be an Offence to God. Thus I find, 
that waiting to be ſuitably influenced by the Spirit ot 
Cnx1sT, ought to be previous to this ſolemn Act of 
Worthip. 85 | | 
But farther, as I have above noted, I find no Place in 
the Church of Cx 15T for Ceremonies, as they appear to 
be a very great Obſtacle in the Way of ſpiritual Wor- 
thip ; for bodily Exerciſe profiteth little ; tis the Spirit 
of CuxisT muſt quicken us for fpiritual Worſhip. 
And tho GOD wink'd at Times of Ignorance and 
Blindneſs, when Men vainly imagin'd that Worſhip was 
moſt acceptably per form'd to him at this Place, or the 
other Mountain; in this, or the other Ceremony; yet 
Cu rs the Light, who came, and 1s come to diſpel all 
the dark Clouds of Ignorance and Error, and to direct 
Men to himſelf the Way, the Light, and the Truth, on 
à remarkable Occaſion explodes Men's Opinions in this 
important Matter, by ſaymg, that it was neither at ſe- 
ruſalem, nor yer at the Mountain (of Samaria) the Fat ber 
was to be morſbipped ; but the Honr cometh, and nom is, 
when the true Worſpipper ſhall worſhip the Father in Spi- 
rit and in Truth - For the Father ſeeketb ſuch to worſbip 
Vin. God is a Spirit, and thoſe whos worſhip (acceptably) 
mnſt movſbip him in Spirit and in Truth, not in Forma- 
and Ceremonies. 92 N. 
The Auther of the Preface to the Common Prayer tells 
us, The Ceromonics retain d in the Church (of England) 
were deviſed and inftitated by Man, and ſome that are. 
threw cut, outer d at firſt with a Leal without Kno- 


ledge, 


ledge, and grew daily to more aud more Abnſes ; which 
wot only for Uuprofitableneſs, but becauſe they haue much 
Blinded the People and obſcured the Glory of God, are 
rejeled. Others, fays he, tho deviſed; by Man, are re- 
taiu d for Order aud Edification And at the ſame Time 
tells us, that CurisT's Goſpel is uot a ceremonial Tam; 
but is a Religion ta ſerve Go p, not in the Bondage of the 
Figure aud Shadow, but in the Freedom of the Spirit. 
To. this laſt Propoſition I heartily agree; then why 
ſhould we return to the weak and beggarly Elements, or 
deſire again to be in Bondage? Jou obſerve, lays the 
Apoſtle Paul, Days and Months, and Times and Years ; 
I am afraid of you, left I have beſtowed upon you. Labour 
in vain + But as ye have received Cx H Je8vs the 
Lord, ſo walk in him, and beware left any Man ſpoil you 
thro' Philoſophy, aud vain Deceit, after the Traditions of 
Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and not after 
Currst. Why, as though living in the World, are ye 
ſubjee to Ordinances ? Puck vos, taſte not, handle not, 
which are all to periſh. with the uftng, ter the Com- 
mandments and Doitrines of Men. But I thall no longer 
inſiſt on the theſe Matters of Diſputation; neither do! 
propoſe to give an Account of the Tenets or Principles 
protefled by us as a Society, that being already done in 
a very ample Manner by our Friend Robert Barclay. I 
have only thought proper to mention ſeveral Obſtacles 
which lay in my Way when I began to fearch for Truth: 
For as my Buſiaeſs is not Controverſy, but Love, Good- 
will and Charity, to all Mankind, I propoſe to give you 
a thort Account of the great Diſadvantages I labour d 
under in a State of Fergetſulneſs of Go p, and the in- 
expreſſible Benefits I have witneſſed from a Return to, 
and Attention upon Go p, and Submiſſion, Reſignat ion, 
and Subjection to his bleſſed Will and Commands. And 
as far as my Teſtimony to the Po-r and Efficacy of the 
Grace of Gon, and the Doctrine and Neceſſity of bear- 
ing the Croſs, will go, to invite, perſuada and beſeech 
you: to draw nigh, and acquaint yourſelves with Go D 
through IE SUS CRISTH our Lok p, who: hath ſaid, and 
now ſays, Look unto me all ye Ends of the Earth, and be 
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[32] 
he ſaved. In vain is Salvation look'd for from the Hills 
or Mountains, or from our own exalted Imaginations, or 
high Pretenſions to Religion. And I have this Teſti- 
mony to bear to Gop's Power, that I witneſſed Salvation 
from Sin only and alone, from the Omnipotent Hand of 
the Lok p, giving me Victory over my vain Thoughts, 
Affections and Defires, and bringing them under the 
Power of the Croſs of CxrrsT, by which I am crucitied 
unto the World, and the World unto me. Therefore if 
you would enter into his Reſt, harden not your Hearts 
againſt the Call and Invitation our compaſſionate Lo R D 
continues to give all (returning) Sinners; Come linto me 
(ſays CRIST) all ye that are weary, and heavy laden, 
with the Burden of your Sins, be willing to part with 
them, and he will give you Reſt. Let not, I beſeech you, 
the Sin of Unbelief, in the Power of Cxxrsr, enter your 
Hearts: For if ye believe not (ſays CnRILS T) that I am 
He, (viz. the Saviour of the World, who is come to [ave 
von from your Sins) and continue in your Sins, yon ſhall = 
die in them; and then wither I go yon cannot come. Fly 
then for your Lives, I beſeech yon, fly from the Wrath 
to come; apply to CxxIS 1 for eternal Life, and he will 
intorm you what you muſt do to be ſaved; his Power is 
eternally and unchangeably the ſame; his Hand is not ſhort- 
en'd, that it cannot ſave, neither is his Ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear; therefore give not Sleep to your Eyes, 
till you witneſs GOD in CHRIST reconciling you to 
himſelt. The Time preſent, we all know, is only ours; 
then, while tis called to Day, let us hear his Voice, who 
ſpeaks as never Man ſpoke, even with Power and Autho- 
rity, faying, Riſe up you that are at Eaſe in your Sins, 
tremble ye careleſs Ones ; caſt your Idols from you, and 
look unto the Rock and holy One of Iſrael; ſeek the Lord 
while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 
let the Wicked forſake his Ways, and the unrighteons Man 
his Thoughts, and turn unto the Lord, and he will have 
Mercy, and to our God, who will abundantly pardon. 
I would now obſerve to you who indulge yourſelves in 
the falſe Pleaſures, vain Amuſements and Recreations - 
wa . | c 1 
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the Age, Which once Thad 4 Fondriefs for, ds' well asyor | 
now have; that when the Almighty was pleaſed in his 
Mercy to open the Eyes of my Underſtanding, I plaialy 
perceived by that Light ſhe had placed in my Conſcichce, 
which enabled me to diſcern Betweeſi Right and Wrong, 
the Precious and the Vile) that a Life of Pleaſure and 
Diverſio was inconſiſtent with the Life of a Chriſtian : 
T found," that to be thus carnally minded, has been 
Death to my Soul; but as I gradually witneſſed CHRIST, 
and the Power of his Reſurrection railing me from the 
Death of theſe Sins, I felr a Neceſſity of parting with; 
and denying myſelf of them; and I conlider'd' them to 
be of the greateſt Obſtacles in a religious Progreſs. 
ut it has been objected, that Recreations are abſo- 
lutely neceflary to unbend and relax the Mind, When it 
has been occupy'd or employ'd in worldly Affairs, or in 
the more ſerious Attention on divine Objects, to which 
it is not poſſible it can be attended always. 
1 grant, that our Lord's enjoining his Followers, to 
watch and pray continually, and Paul's exhorting the 
Theſſalonians to pray without ceaſing, does not, in a ſtrict 
and literal Senſe, oblige us to be always 6n our Knees, 
nor occupied in mental Prayer; for though we ought to 
be led and guided by the Spirit of CxrrsT in all our 
Actions, or, at leaſt, that all we do by Permiſſion, as 
well as by immediate Direction, may be approved. in his 
Sight; yet we are not at all Times under an Influence 
neceſſary for addreſſing the Throne of Grace, in the ſo- 
lemn Act of Prayer ; Nevertheleſs, we ſhould always be 
ſo far in aSpirit of Prayer and F as we ought 
to be always in a Chriſtan and virtuous Temper of Mind, 
which is indeed truly and effectually worſhipping the 
Divine Being, when we do not confine our Service to 
ſet Days, or appointed Hours of Devotion, but to a con- 
ſtant, ſteady and uniform Life of Virtue, Piety and Ho- 
lineſs. Some are apt to think all is well, and they have 
done their Duty to GOD, when they neglect not cuſto- 
mary Times of formal Prayer, E Devotion (as it is 820 
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called) or their Diverſions don'! t interfere with this For- 
mality, which by ſome is punctually perform d. 


his brings to my Remembrance the abſurd as well as 


impious Character a certain Author gives of a Woman of 
this prepoſterous Compoſition of Diverſion and Devotion, 
or, in his own Words, of Religion and Cards; he __— 


ſents her, in ſome Interval of her Game, juſt recollecting 


it was her Hour of Devotion or Prayer, upon which ſhe 
riſes in great Precipitation, and deſires her Neighbour to 
hold her Cards till ſhe ſteps and ſays her Prayers. To 
mention this Character, is ſufficient to ſhew the Abſur- 
dity of it. Again, the Deſcription another Writer gives 
of a Woman at her Gaming- Table, is enough, one 


would imagine, to make the hardeſt Forehead bluſh : 


And to ſay no mere, than that it renders her unaimable 
in the Eyes of reaſonable People, one would judge, this 
would be a great Reaſon for her to decline the Diverſion; 
but when ſhe is repreſented accuſing her ill Fortune, as 
ſhe calls it, in Terms of Fury and Abſurdity, the Por- 
trait 1s horrid and ſhocking, unbe coming a rational Mind, 
and moſt unworthy any Perſon who profeſs Chriſtianity. 
Compare this Character with humble Mary's fitting at 
her 2 Feet, waiting to hear the gracious Words 
that proceeded out of his Mouth Compare it with the 
Apoſtle's Deſcription of a Woman profeſſing Godlineſs, 
whoſe Mind is adorn'd with Meekneſs, ee and 
Modeſty; and fee if you can diſcover one ſimilar Line in 
the Characters. Again, deſcribe a Woman dancing at a 
Ball, and adorn'd with all the Luxury and Pomp of Dreſs, 
trending, according to the Opinion of a pious Writer, to 
excite a Paſſion I forbear to name; and Country Dances, 
ſome of em, you know, are condemn'd by a Writer 


much admir'd by the polite and faſhionable Part of the 


World; who peruſe him, I have thought, to very little 


Purpoſe : Examine, I fay, the Characters I have men- 
* a 


ioned, and ſee if you can obſerve the leatt Trace of 
Chriſtianity in them : In ſhort, a dancing, En ne; maſ- 
querading Chriſtian, appears as great a Contradiction, 


and ſounds as harſh and uncouth in one's Ears, as a pollu- 
ted Chriſtian ; which I have heard a learn'd Perſon ſay, 
was 


fas]. 


was no Inconfiftency ; however, he fail'd in his Proof, 
ſince I can as ſoon reconcile Light and Darkneſs, CxRITSH 


and Belial, as that a Perſon can be both a Sinner and a 


Saint, at the ſame Moment of Time. But, farther, tho? 
ſome Recreations, properly choſen and adapted, may be 
lawful to a Chriſtian; yet T have found thoſe the Gene- 
rality of People allow themſelves in, are pernicious and 
hurtful in their Conſequences, and therefore unlawful to, 
and inconſiftent with the Lite of a Chriſtian. 7 » 
Upon peruſing the Scripture, I find the Apoſtle Par} 
exhorting the Corinthians in theſe Words, M bet her ge 
eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of 
Go + From whence I alſo learn, that I ought not to do 
any Tning that would obſtruct or hinder, or may be in 
Oppoſition to Go p's Honour. And tho' T don't find 
any direct Prohibition of Cards, Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, 
Maſquerades, Muſick- Gardens, Ec. yet I obſerve they 
are indirectly forbid, as they have not the leaſt Tendency 
to promote Go »'s Glory; but, on the contrary, if you'll 
take my own Experience for Evidence, tend to hinder and 
prevent any Taſte or Reliſh for divine or ſpiritual En- 
joyments; the Soul given up to ſenſual Pleaſure, lies ſor- 
didly groveling on Earth, when tis deſign'd to contem- 
plate and enjoy more rational, as well as ſublime and 

E wo hh in « N 
Wee are told by an Author (pretty generally read) who 
diſcourſing, in ſome of his Writings, on the Deſign of 
the Almighty in placing Mortals here on Earth, Ne were, 
ſays he, left here for a Time, to be educated for Heaven. 
But when we look about, and obſerve what Methods for 
this Education are purſued, we can't well help conclud- 
ing, the Generality of People have very unnatural, inade- 
quate and groſs Ideas, of that glorious Kingdom ; and 
that, 1f they reflect at all, they muſt conſider it noorher 
than a Mahometan-Paradiſe ; as the Plan of Education 
nowa- days, ſeems deſign'd ana calculated, to qualify for 
a Place where the Senſes are only to be gratiſied and en- 
tertained: And indeed I am induced to think the A- 
poſtle's Doctrine quite revers'd by thoſe called Chriſtians, 
who, many of them, ar: to live bySight, and 15 by 
2 aith. 
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Faith. That Chriſtians ought not to indulge themſelves 
in the uſual Pleaſures, Diverſions, and vain Cuſtoms of 
the World. ſeems eyident from the ſacred Writings ; as 
theſe Amuſements appear to be diametrically oppoſite to 
the Spirit, Temper and Rules gf Chriſtianity ; that Syſtem 
being abfolutely of anoiherNature and Tendency, calcu- 
lated to ſubdue and regulate the Paſſions and Affections 
of the Mind, by calling us to a Life of Self-denial, and 
inſtructing us to walk in the Steps of an humble, , lowly 
and cruciſied Saviour; for whoever will be Cuzrs T's 
Diſciple, muſt crucity the Fleſh, with the Affections and 
Luſts; and I think the following Paſlages of Scripture 
greatly evince, that a Life of Pleaſure. is inconſiſtent with 
the Life of Chriſtianity ;. the A poſtle Paul tells us, that 
theſe tbat live in Pliaſure, are dead while they live 2 
Dead to GOD. and ſpiritual Enjoyments. Chriſtians are 
by the ſame Apoſtle exhorted to redeem the Time, becauſe 
the Days are evil; which I cannot. reconcile to the faſhio- 
nable Phraſe uſed by proſeſſed Chriſtians: ; How ſhall we 
kill Time © Wirk out pour caun Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, is a Precept incompatible to ſpending. the 
greateſt Part of our precious. Time in Mirth, Wanton- 
neſs, Gaming, Dancing, Cc. Be:ſuber ;1 be vigilant, be- 
cauſe your Adverſary, the Devil, is walking about like 
a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour-; whom re- 
fit, fredfaſt in the Faith + I have conſider d this Paſſage 
alfo, and find it contrary to the Practice of modern Chriſtt- 
ans; who, inſtead of refiſting the Temptations of Satan, 
blindly ſeek and run into them, by their frequent Atten- 
dance on prophane aad wanton Plays, vain Muſick-Gar- 
dens, a wicked Maſquerades, Opera's, Sc. The 
Reaſon why Chriſtians are to be found in a watchful 
Poſture, is here given; Becauſe our Adverſary the De- 
vil, is ſeeking whom he may devour ; we are exhorted to 
take Heed how we ſtand, left we fall, to watch aud prav, 
left we enter into Temptation; therefore a Lite of Wan- 
tonneſs and Riot, Eaſe and Security, cannot be agreea- 
ble to that Circumſpection and Diligence requiſite in every 
Chriſtian, in order to make his Calling and E lection = 45 
. | 8 f n 


* 


F 1371 3 
And I have thought a Life of Diverſion and Pleaſure, is 
very unſuitable to Sinners, who may be guilty of immoral 
Acts, and, perhaps, have lived long in open Violation 
of GOD's Laws : Surely. it is high Time for ſuch as 
« Theſe to awake out of Sleep, out of the Lethargy and 
Death of Sin; for the Loxp by the Mouth of his Pro- 
pher, pronounces a Woe» againſt ſuch as are at Eaſe in 
their Sins; and calls upen them to reform, in theſe Words, 
Cleanſe your Hands, ye Sinners, and purify your Hearts, 
ye double- minded, be afftinted for your Sins; mourn and 
weep + Goto, you rich Men, weep and hnwl for your Mi- 
ſeries that ſhall come upon you ; for ye have lived in Plea- 
ſure on the Earth, and been wanton '; qe have nouriſhed 
your Hearts as in a Day of Slaughter, &c. And our 
Lox p pronounces a Woe againſt = that laugb now, 
for they ſhall weep and mourn ; but bleſſed are ye that weep 
now, for ye ſhall rejoice hereafter, Weep for yourſelves 
and for your Children, was the Advice of CuxIsT to the 
Daughters of Feruſalem; and very neceſſary for us at this 
Day, that our Mirth ſhould be turn'd into Mourning, and 
the Evil Rejoicing of many into Heavineſs. Theſe, and 
ſuch like Sentences of the ſacred Records, appear to me 
to be irreconcilable with the common Study and Practice 
of leaving Tokens of Mirth, Luxury and Wantonneſs, 
in every Place, ſaying, To-morrow ſball be as this Day, 
and much more abundant ; whereas we know not what 
' ſhall be on the Morrow: For what is your Lite! It is even 
as a Vapour, that appeareth for a little Time, and then 
vaniſhes away, The Wicked, ſays holy Fob, ./pend their 
Days in Mirth, aud, in a Moment, go down to the 
Grave. But ſome object, that Solomon ſeems to allow us 
Times and Seaſons for Recreation and Divertiſements, 
which you conſider as unlawful Pleaſures, vis. a Time to 
ing, and s Time to Dance, &c. But, what is called an 
Allowance, appears to me to amount to no more, than 
that in Solomon's Days, as well as in all former Ages of 
the World, there were Times in which People did thoſe 
Things he enumerates, and which he obſerves, only adds 
Vanity to all human Actions and Inventions ; but he 
does not determine whether they were lawful or . 
ll | | Wie : 
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wiſe : He tells us alſo, of a Time to laugh, or rejoice ; 
our LO RP, as above, pronounces.a Woe againſt thoſe 
that laugh now, or in this Goſpel-Day, wherein you are 
called to Repentance, to fit and qualify you to receive the 
Goſpel of CRTS T and bis Kingdom; for they ſhall mourn 

and weed. "TOW. Wrote tf 
' Solomon mentions a Time to hate; which under the 
Goſpel is politively prohibited, or forbid, by CR 1sT's 
own Remarks on the Fewiſp Law or Tradition; where 
he evidently ſhews, that there is no ſuch Paſſion of the 
Mind to be exerciſed by Chriftians (except againſt Sin, 
as the Godly hate Sin, becauſe it is a Breach of Gop's 
Law) no, not againſt. our Enemies; his Goſpel being uni- 
verſal Love and Beneficence to all Mankind. But grant- 
ing that So/omon indulged himſelf in the Pleaſures and 
Vanities of the Age he lived in, which indeed, appears 
to be his Caſe; yet hear how he eſtimates them, in what 
is commonly called his Recantation; having firſt proved 
worldly Wiſdom, he perceived that this was Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit: For in much Miſdom is much Grief ; 
and be that increaſeth Knowledge, iucreaſeth Sorrow, 
Eccl. i. 18. Then ſays he, I commended Mirth, becauſe 
a Man hath nothing better under the Sun, than to. eat, 
drink, and be merry — Go to, I will prove thee with 
Mirth, therefore enjoy Pleaſure ; but, behold, this is 
alſo Vanity; I ſaid of Laughter, it is Madneſs, and of 
Mirth what doth it £ Eccl. ii. 1, 2. For even in Laugh- 
ter the Heart is ſorromuful, and the End of that Mirth.is 
Heavineſs, Prov. xiv. 13. And we have this wiſe Man's 
Opinion, That it is better to go to the Houſe of 
Mourning, than to the Houſe. of Feaſting ; and that 
Sorrow is better than Laughter ; for by the Sadneſs of 
the Countenance, the Heart is made better The Heart 
of the Wiſe, is in the Houſe of Mourning ; but the Heart 
of Fools, in the Houſe of Mirth + Thus, thou may rejoice, 
O young Man, in thy Youth, and let thy Heart char 
thee in the Days of thy Youth, and walk in the Ways of 
thy Heart, and in the Sight of thy Eyes ; but remember 
it is at thy Peri]; for know thou, that for all theſe 
Things Go p will bring thee into Judgment,” Let us 
5 8 | now 
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now hear his Concluſion of the whole Matter: The Fear 
of the Lok p is the Beginning of Wiſdom, and to depart 
from Evil a good Underſtanding; therefore fear Gop, and 
keep his Commandments, for this is the whole Duty of 
Man : For Gon ſhall birng every Work into Judgment, 
_ with every ſecret Thing, wheither it be good, or whether . 
it be: cuil. 8 „ „ 
But furcker, to evince that the common Diverſions and 
Amuſements of the Age, are incongruous and unfit for 
- Chriſtians to recreate themſelves with---do but propoſe to 
a pious, grave Clergyman, any one of you to goto a Ball, 
a Play, a Maſquerade, or Aſſembly; or invite him to 
make a Party at Cards, Dice, or any other Game ; and 
ſee what an Indignity he'll tell thee thou haſt offer d him, 
telling thee, that theſe Amuſements are inconſiſtent with 
his Function, Ec. And indeed every one who has, or 
does frequent Play-houſes, knows that thoſe Clergymen 
who take the undue Liberty of frequenting them, go 
conceal'd and diſguis'd in what they call a Lay-habit : 
Whereas, if theſe Entertainments were ſuitable to a 
Chriſtian Spirit, and that ſolid, grave, pious Diſpoſition 
of Mind, which it is the Duty ot every common Chriſti- 
an to labour for, and be found in; why may not the beſt 
Chriſtians frequent them openly, as well as thoſe who 
pretend to a lefler Degree of Piety and Holineſs ? I am 
not acquainted with any Text in the ſacred Writings, 
that allows me, or any one elſe, to be one Wit leſs pious, 
holy, or virtuous, than our Teachers; nay, David did 
not ſcruple to fay, © In Matters of Religion, or the 
Things of Go p, that he was wiſer, and had more Un- 
derſtanding than all his Teachers; For thy Teftimontes, 
O LORD, are my Meditation and Delight; I under- 
ſtand more than the Antients (who undoubtedly were well 
acquainted with the outward and written Law) for this 
cogent Reaſon, becauſe I keep thy Precepts. And Paul 
exhorts the Philippians in theſe Words, Brethren, be ye 
Followers of me, and mark them which walk ſo, as ye 
have us for an Example ; and whereunto we have already 
attain'd, let us walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the 
ſame Things. And in his Directions or Council to Timo- 
thy 
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| i ns * 
thy, tells him, 70 be an Example to the Believers, iu 
Word, in Converſation, in Charity [or Love] in Spirit, 


. in Faith, and in Purity. He alſo directs Titus, © To 


exhort the young Men to be ſober- minded; in all Things 
ſhewing himſelf a Pattern of good Works, in Uncorrupt- 


neſs, Gravity and Sincerity- 


But it may be objected, that ſome of the Remarks on 
the faſhionable Diverſions of the World, don't immedi- 
ately affect you, as you have no Maſquerades or Muſick- 
Gardens, to entertain you; neither are Theatrical Enter- 
tainments frequent amongſt you. This is true; but you 
have, in the Winter- ſeaſon, Aſſemblies once a Week, 
wherein you dance and game; Balls and Dancing at other 
Times and Places, Card- playing at your own Houſes; Ec. 
And, ſuffer me rather to ſay, That I am ſenſible you, 
many of you, fail not to give your Attendance on every 
Occaſion of Mirth and Jolity; and that you mimick 
Great- Britain in every Foppery, Luxury and Recreation, 
within your Reach; which diſcovers an equal Inclination, 
but leſs Power of gratifying a Fondneſs for Pleaſure and 
Diverſions: And tho' you may have few er no Opportu- 
nities of frequenting Plays, your Cloſets, doubtleſs, are 
furniſh'd with Books of this Sort; which, if it be un- 
lawful to ſee them exhibited on the Stage (as William Law, 
a Clergyman, greatly proves it is) tis equally unlawtul 
and unht for Chriſtians to read them: And permit me to 
remind you, that you have Biſhop Burnet's, as well as 


. Biſhop 7zNlotſor”s Teſtimonies againſt Plays; who, in a 


Sermon on the Education of Youth,' in ſo many Words, 
calls the Play-hoiſſe the Devil's Chapel And in a Diſ- 
courſe againſt corrupt Communication, he occaſionally 
mentions Plays, and ſays, They are intolerable, and 
© riot fit tõ be permitted in a civilized, much leſs a 
* Chriſtian Nation: They do moſt notoriouſly miniſter | 
to Vice and Infidelity : By their Profaneneſs they are 
© apt to inſtil bad Principles into the Minds of Men, 
© arid to leſſen that Awe and Reverence which al! Men 
© ought to have of Go p and Religion: And by their 
© Lewdnieſs they teach Vice, and are apt to mte& the 
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Mind of Men, and diſpoſe them to lewd and diſſolute 
Practices: Thus far Biſhop T7Ulotſon. sd e 
Now hear the Archbiſhop of Cambray's Sentiments of 
theſe kind of Books and Entertainments: In his Treatiſe 
on the Education of * Youth he tells us; * Young Perſons, 
and eſpecially Women, have roving Imaginations, and 
« for want of folid Nouriſhment, their Curioſity turns on 
© ya and dangerous Objects; they are extremely af- 
fected with Romances, and chimerical Adventures: 
and Plays, in which prophane Love bears a mighty 
Share, and fills their Minds with empty Notions, 
which bear no Proportion to the true Motive or Spring 
of our Actions in this preſent World: A poor Girl, 
whoſe Head is fill'd with ſurprizing Strains, is diſap- 
pointed not to find, in the World, real Perſons of the 
Character of Romantick Heroes; and as ſhe would live 
like one of their imaginary Princeſſes, what Diſguſt 
mult it be for her to deſcend from this imaginary State, 
to the mean Parts and Offices of Houſewitery ?? 
Thus you may obſerve from the Senriments of-theſe 
great and pious Men, the miſchievous Conſequences that + 
attend the frequenting Play-houſes, as well as reading 
prophane and unedifying Books; as they prove them 
hurtful in a civil or ſocial, as well as in a religious Re- 
lation. 0 4 f : 4 | 
But further; tho? my Experience is ſhort, and Know- 
ledge ſmall, in the ſublime Myſteries of Chriſtianity, yet 
I have been induced to conſider it both abſurd and irra- 
tional to propoſe vain Amuſements and Diverſions to 
Chriſtians, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven; who have 
taſted of the good Word of Life, witneſs'd of the Pow- 
ers of the World to come, ſhar'd, in Part, of the Joys 
of Heaven, by divine Communicn and Fellowſhip with 
Gop': For, as the Apoſtle ſays truly, The Fellow- 
{hip of all real Chriſtians is with the Father, and with 
the Son, Cur1srT JEsvs ;; with whom, having ſat in 
high and heavenly Places, they look down with holy 
Contempt on lower Enjoyments: 'To preſcribe, I fay, 
to theſe earthly Pleaſures and Delights, nay, vain and ir- 
rational Ones too, is, as the __ Boyle juſtly obſerves, 
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thy, tells him, 76 be an Example to the Believers, iu 
Word, in Converſation, in Charity | or Love] in Spirit, 
in Faith, and in Purity. He alſo directs Titus, © To 
exhort the young Men to be ſober- minded; in all Things 
ſhewing himſelf a Pattern of good Works, in Uncorrupt- 
, TITTIES 

But it may be objected, that ſome of the Remarks on 
the faſhionable Diverſions of the World, don't immedi- 
ately affect you, as you have no Maſquerades or Muſick- 
Gardens, to entertain you; neither are Theatrical Enter- 
tainments frequent amongſt you. This is true; but you 
have, in the Winter- ſeaſon, Aſſemblies once a Week, 
wherein you dance and game; Balls and Dancing at other 
Times and Places, Card- playing at your own Houſes, E9c. 
And, ſuffer me rather to ſay, That I am ſenſible you, 
many of you, fail not to give your Attendance on ever 
Occaſion of Mirth and Jolity; and that you mimiecl 
Great-Britain in every Foppery, Luxury and Recreation, 
within your Reach; which diſcovers an equal Inclination, 
but leſs Power of gratifying a Fondneſs for Pleaſure and 
Diverſions: And tho' you may have few er no Opportu- 
nities of frequenting 777 your Cloſets, doubtleſs, are 
furniſh'd with Books of this Sort; which, if it be un- 
lawful to ſee them exhibited on the Stage (as William Law, 
a Clergyman, greatly proves it is) *tis equally unlawful 
and unht for Chriſtians to read them: And permit me to 
remind you, that you have Biſhop Burnet's, as well as 
Biſhop Tillotſon's Teſtimonies againſt Plays; who, in a 
Sermon on the Education of Youth, in ſo many Words, 
calls the Play- houſe the Devil's Chapel And in a Diſ- 
courſe againſt cortupt Communication, he occaſionally 
mentions Plays, and ſays, They are intolerable, and 
© riot fit tõ be permitted in a civilized, much leſs a 
© Chriſtian Nation: They do moſt notoriouſly miniſter | 
to Vice. arid Infidelity : By their Profaneneſs they are 
© apt to inftit bad Principles into the Minds of Men, 
© and to leſſen that Awe and Reverence which all Men 
© ought to have of Go p and Religion: And by their 
Lewdͤneſs they teach Vice, and are apt to in — = 
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Mind of Men, and diſpoſe them to lewd and diſſolute 
Fractices: Thus far Biſhop T7lotſon. t 

Now hear the Archbiſhop of Cambray's Sentiments of 
theſe kind of Books and Entertainments: In his Treatiſe 
on the Education of ' Youth he tells us; Young Perſons, 
and eſpecially Women, have roving Imaginations, and 
« for want of folid Nouriſhment, their Curioſity turns on 
© yain and dangerous Objects; they are extremely af- 
«© fected? with Romances, and chimerical Adventures: 
and Plays, in which prophane Love bears a mighty 
Share, and fills their Minds with empty Notions, 
< which bear no Proportion to the true Motive or Spring 
of our Actions in this preſent World: A poor Girl, 
* whoſe Head is fill'd with ſurprizing Strains, is diſap- 

pointed not to find, in the World, real Perſons of the 
Character of Romantick Heroes; and as ſhe would live 
* like one of their imaginary Princeſſes, what Diſguſt 
muſt it be for her to deſcend from this imaginary State, 
© to the mean Parts and Offices of Houſewitery 2? 
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Thus you may obſerve from the Sentiments of theſe 
great and pious Men, the miſchievous Conſequences that 
attend the frequenting Play-houſes, as well as reading 
prophane and unedifying Books; as they prove them 
hurtful in a civil or ſocial, as well as in a religious Re- 
lation. ES | | . 

But further; tho? my Experience is ſhort, and Know- 
ledge ſmall, in the ſublime Myſteries of Chriſtianity, yet 
I have been induced to conlider it both abſurd and irra- 
tional to propoſe vain Amuſements and Diverſions to 
Chriſtians, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven; who have 
taſted of the good Word of Life, witneſs'd of the Pow- 
ers of the World to come, ſhar'd, in Part, of the Joys 
of Heaven, by divine Communicn and Fellowſhip with 
Gop: For, as the Apoſtle fays truly, The Fellow- 
{hip of all real Chriſtians is with the Father, and with 
the Son, CuhR IST JEsvs ;| with whom, having ſat in 
high and heavenly Places, they look down with holy 
Contempt on lower Enjoyments:“ 'To preſcribe, I ay, 
to theſe earthly Pleaſures and Delights, nay, vain and ir- 
rational Ones too, is, as the Boyle juſtly obſer ves, 
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as unteaſonable, as if one ſhould imagine an Eagle could 
be dazzled with a Glou- worm, when, from his high Sta- 
tion, he had been newly gazing at the Sun. And indeed 
were the common Recreations both innocent and lawful, 
a true Chriſtian could not conceive any Delight in them, 
or in any Thing that tended to divert their Meditation, 
and carry them fo far from Go p, whoſe Words and Pre- 
ſence are become more to them than their neceſſary Food; 
and even the Cares and Concerns of this Life, which on 
various Occaſions, muſt neceſſarily occupy the Thoughts 
of Chriſtians, are irkſome and burthenſome to many; as 
they, in ſome Sort deprive them of more near and inti- 


mate Communion and Intercourſe with Go »; who, tho? 


he is that High and Holy One, that inhabits Eternity, 
and dwells in Light inacceſſible by mortal Eyes; tho 
Heaven is his Throne, and Earth his Footſtool, yer 
condeſcends by his Holy Spirit to tabernacle with Men, 


and ſtoop ſo low as to ſtand at the Door of our Hearts, 
and knock fog an Entrance. Behold./ ſaith the Lox D, 1 


fand at the Door and knock, if any Man open to me, I 
will come in and ſup with him, and he ſball ſup with 
me. Thus, when we are made Partakers of this bleſſed 
and divine Communion and holy gen, we are ready to 

eryout after this Manner, Tis good for us to be here; Lord | 
Evermore give us this Bread! I ſometimes thought the 


royal Pſalmiſt ſeem'd to be much in the Caſe or State I 


have mention'd ; thirſting after God, as he himſelf ex- 
preſſes it, but often interrupted and carry'd away by the 
Avocations of his Kingdom, and Lee from his 
Enemies, at a greater Diſtance from Gon, than was 
pleaſing to him, and which he ſeems to have in View, 
and lament, when ſpreading his Cauſe: before the Al- 
mighty; he complains of the Oppreſſion from Men of the 
World, who, ſays he, have their Portion in this Life; 
And, on another Occaſion, he deſcribes ſome ot the ſame 
Diſpoſition, enquiring, Who will ſbeu us any (temporal) 
Good 2: But as for me, I ſpall be ſatisfied with thy Lie- 
neſs; I will behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs ; LokD, 
up #be Light of th Countenance upon me, then ſpall I 

, Tojoice more, than oben Corn, Wine and Oil —_ 
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And again, When I awake (or am free from Interruption) We 
1 am till with thee, where I drink in thy Preſence of bj 
Fountain of Life, aud iu thy Light Thee more Ligbi; for © 
bleſſed is the Man whom thon chodſeft, and cauſe# to ap- 
proach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy Couris, Not 
in thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Fey, and at thy Right Hand 
are Rivers of Pleaſures for evermore / And he pronoun- 
ces the Man bleſſed, whoſe Delight is in the Law of the- 
Loxy, and who melitates therein Day and Night. 
Such Meditations of the LORD are ſweet, unto his 
People, and makes them glad in his Prefence ; and the 
ſpiritual Intercourſes, with which the Almighty in great 
Mercy and Condeſcenfion is pleaſed to favour his Servants 
and Children, are indeed in ſome Degree Foretaſtes of 
Heaven: For tho” the Apoſtle tells us, Eye (the Eye 
of the natural Man, who is devoted and enflaved to 
© earthly Things) hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
hath it enter d into the Heart (of ſuch Men as theſe) 
to conceive the Things which Go p hath prepared'for 
them that love him; but Go p hath revealed themunto 
us by his Spirit: For the Spirit ſearcheth all Things, 
yea the deep Things of God : But the natural Man 
receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of Gov, ſor 
they are Fooltſhneſs to him, neither can he know them 
© (while he remains in his natural and carnal State) be- 
* cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” . 
But to proceed; I have partly told you what Recrea- 
tions are conſider'd by us as unlawful for Chriſtians to be 
exerciſed in; and ſhall now, in the Words of one of our 
Worthies, tell you what we judge lawful or convenient. 
Innocent Divertiſements, ſays he, which may ſuſſici- 
* ently ſerve for Relaxations of the Mind, are theſe; | - 
© Friends may viſit one another; hear or read Hiltory ;  _ 
© ſpeak of the preſent or paſt Tranſactions; follow Gar- 
* dening ;- uſe geometrical arid mathematical Experts 
ments, and ſuch Things of this Nature; in all Wien 
© we are not to forget Gop.* To this let me add he 
Concurrence of the Biſhop of Cambray, in his Rules r 
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educating Vouth; who, ſpeaking of Recreations proper 
| or a young Perſon, ſays _ © There is no Nezd of fine 
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© Machines or Sights, theatrical Pomps or Expences, to 
* recreate a young Woman; but an inſtructive Reading; 
a Labour which is by herſelf freely undertaken ; a Walk, 
or a little innocent Converſaticn, which relaxes the 
Mind after hard Labour, and leaves a purer Joy in her, 
than of the moſt charming Muck, or ſtudied Diver- 
ion.“ And, further, we may conſider the Works and 
Order of Nature; for the Heavens declare the Glory 
of Gop, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy- 
©, work; Day unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto 
Night ſheweth Knowledge: "Thus the inviſible Things 
of Gop are diſcerned (by the Things that are vilble) 
even the eternal Godhead.” By ſuch Obſervations, 
ſays one of our Authors, The Creation would no longer 
be a Riddle to us; the Heavens, Earth and Waters, 
vith their reſpective various, and num erons Inhabitants; 
< their. Productions, Natures, Seaſons, Sympathies, and 
Antypathies; their Uſe. and Benefit, would be better 
underſtood by us; and an eternal Wiſdom, , Power, 
Majeſty and Goodneſs, very conſpicuous to us, thro 
< theſe ſenſible and paſſing Forms; the World wearing 
the Mark of its Maker, whoſe Stamp is every where 
© vilible, and the Characters legible to the Children of 
W.iſdom: [This would direct People in the Uſe of the 

© World ; for how could Man have the Conſcience to a- 
© buſe it, while they ſee the great Creator ſtaring them 
in the Face, in all and every Part of it.” And adds; 
© As Man is conſider'd as the Epitome of the World, we 
© ſhould not be ignorant of our own Make and Frame; a 
< Glaſs, in which we. ſhould ſee that true, inſtructing 
and agreeable: Variety, which is to be obſerved in Na- 
© ture to the Admiration of that Wiſdom, and Adoration 
ot that Power, that crea ed and formed us. ; 
- . Theſe and ſuch like Relaxations, from higher Atten- 

tions, do not exclude Gop ; whereas it. would be impi- 
ous ſo much as to. imagine, that the Smiles of God's 


Countenance, or his holy Preſence, can in the leaſt De- 


gree be enjoy d in the common Paſtimes and Diverſions of 
the World; tis not expected nor pretended to by any ot 
the Votaries to Pleaſure. On the contrary, how is the 
| | | T7 ſacred 
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ſacred Name cf the Almighty daily and frequently pro- 
phaned, not only by profeſs'd Gameſters, but by Perſons 
olf both Sexes, who. play, as they ſay, for Diverſion, 
and who make no Scruple frequently ro take Go p's hol 
Name in vain, and uſe it wickedly and abſurdly to bleſs 
or. curſe their, as they term it, good or bad Fortune! 
And indeed it has been often Subject of Amazement and 
Sorrow to me, when I ſo frequently meet with, and ob- 
ſerve this Impiety, even amongſt Profeſſors of Chriſtiani- 
ty ot moſt Denominations, who irre verantly, and with- 
out Fear, take Gop's ſacred Name into t eir Mouths in 
their ordinary and trivial Diſcourſe, and vain Converſa- 
tion; not conſidering that this Practice is an open and 
manifeſt Violation of one of Go D's Laws or Commands, 
in which he declares, He will not hold them guiltleſs that 
take his Name in vain (which Precept they frequently re- 
peat in their Worſhip.) And our Lox Þ aſſures us, that 
tor every idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give an 
Account in the Day of Judgment; how much more then 
for this daily Breach: of One, not the leaſt, of his Pre- 
cepts? I would beg Leave to remind you, how careful 
and circumſpect David was in his Words; I, fays he, 
will take Heed. to my Ways, «that I fin not with 
Tongue ; I will keey' my Mouth as with a Bridle, &c. 
And the Apoſtle James tells us politively, That Perſon's 
Religion is vain who bridleth not his Tongue : That we 
ſuffer no. corrupt Communication to proceed out of our 
Months ; but, on the coutrary, ſuch as is good, to the 
Uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter Grace to the Heaters. 
One Mark of the Enemies of Gov is, that they pro- 
phane his Name. Thine Enemies, ſays the Pſalmiit, take 
thy Name in vain, O Gov : Sp 
In the Life and Character of Robert Boyle, as an Ho- 
nour to his Memory we are told, That he never men- 
tioned the Name ot the Almighty, but with the greateſt 
Reverence, and always made a Pauſe at the ſame Time : 
1 wiſh the Example ot ſo pious a Man may be more re- 
garded, and the evil Conſequences of the above impious 
Practice more conſider d. But to return: The Manner 
in which we think it allowable to ſpend our leiſure Hours, 
e EL 
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as has been obſerv'd, does not exclude Gop ; but ever 
admits and ſuggeſts ſome ſuitable edifying, moral and pi- 
ous Reflections, never forgetting to have an Eye to Gop; 
and as we live in a Senſe of his Fear and Preſence, ſhort 
Ejaculations, or Breathings, which come from, will often 
aſcend to, Gop. On the contrary, where is the leaſt 
Room for God, among thoſe People who are ridiculouſly 
term'd People of Faſhion, eſpecially in Great-Britain, 
where the Hours of People of this Name are ſpent in 
Folly, Impertinence and Wickedneſs ? As Home is bur- 
thenſome to Perſons of this Caft, tis now tafitionable to 
go Abroad to Breaktaſt, and, like thoſe prophane Per- 
ſons the Apoſtle Peter deſcribes, They count it Pleaſure 
to riot in the Day- time; ſome of theſe dance great Part 
of the Morning away, while others are entertained with 
Drollery, Mimick'ry and Buftoonery. When they are 
ſufficiently tir'd with this Levity and Wantonneſs, the 
next Appearance of the Women art leaſt, 1s ar the Mer- 
cer's, Milliner's, or "Foy-ſhop, ſpending in Folly, Su- 
perfluity and Extravagance, while the Husbands of ſome 
of them are perplexing their Brains how to ſupport their 
Wives Vanity, which is now become their own, as they 
_ contider it a Reproach to themſelves, that their 
Wives ſhould be leſs fine and faſhonable than their Neigh- 
bours. 'The Toilet claims the Remainder of the Morning, 
till call'd upon at perhaps Three or Four o Clock, for Din- 
ner; and then they are ſo hurried and uneaſy, that they 
can't ſtay any longer at their Glaſs toadmire their Fopperies, 
that they have little to do but quarrel with their Dinner or 
Servants, till the Hour of Viliting or Diverſions, which 
poſſibly may continue till Three or Four next Morning. By 
the Account you have of one Day, you may eaſily conjec- 
ture how the whole Week is ſpent. The Buſineſs of this 
Week being over, let us now ſee how the firſt Day of the 
next 15 employ*d, or whether any Thing of the Chriſtian 
appears 1n their Behaviour on this Day. Having no Bu- 
ſineſs to do on this idle Day, as many make it, ſome in- 
dulge and ſleep longer than uſual on other Days, ex- 
cept thoſe who uſe it as a Day of Exerciſe or Recreation, 
waking Excurſions into the Country moerly for 9 
| | 2 ur 
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But let us attend thoſe who. go to their reſpectiva Places 
of Wer regularly; theſe, by the prepoſterous, fan- 


taſtical and ſplendid Dreſſes, of both Male and Female, 
would induce a Stranger to think were Idolators, repair- 
ing to ſome Heathen Temple, rather than the Worſhip of 
the true Go p, who beholds their Splendor and Pride 
with Contempt, and every One that is proud will he a- 
baſe; for it is ſaid, The Loxp of Hoſts hath purpoſes to 
ain the Pride of all earthly Glory. But next, let us 
obſerve. them in their Worthip ; and here again, we 
might imagine they were addreſſing ſome ſenſeleſs dumb 
Idol, rather than the great Searcher of Hearts: For. if 
we may be. allow'd. to judge by the Evidence of our 
Senſes, when we ſee the Eyes of the greateſt Part of the 
Congregation wandering abroad, on the Faces of Dreſles 
of eachother, we may certainly conclude their Hearts are 
not at Home, or intent on their Worſhip : But kow 
monſtrous and impious is the Behaviour of theſe People, 
pretending to be employed in the Servicg of the Su- 
He Doings when we benold them bowing and paying 
omage to each other, ſometimes in the midſt of their 
Worſhip. This irreligious Conduct I have not only been 
an Eye Witneſs of, but in the Practice ot it, when I pro- 
feſſed with you; on which Behaviour, as well as other 
Parts of Indevotion, I have ſince reflected with Horror; 
and found our Loxp's Words on ſeveral Occaſions, ve- 
ryhed in myſelf; I bad been indeed worſhipping I knew 
wot what; therefore in vain was all the Formalities and 
Ceremonies { was performing cutwardly, when I received 
no inward or ſpirituul Benefit. 2 ä 
A certain Clergyman, now living, as far as I know, 
(in his Remarks on the Levity) and irreverent Conduct 
of People in this falſe Devotion) wiſhes Their Prayers may, 
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* « Are God's Eyes charm'd thy Veſtments to behold, 
Glaring in Gems, and bright with glitt'ring Gold? 
0: ————— The Sacrifices he requires, 
„Are Hearts which Love and Zeal inſpires, 
And Vows with ſtricteſt Care made good. 
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not be found in the Catalogue of their Ans. And ano- 
ther adviſes them, when at their Prayers, to pauſe, and 
ask themſelves, if they really do pray? I have been 
greatly concerned, when I have thought that ſuch Pre- 
tences to worſhip can be confider*d no other (it I may be 
allow'd the Expreſſion) than affronting the Almighty to 
his Face; and that he may take up the fame Complaint 
as he did of old againſt the Fews, ſaying, © This Pec- 

* ple draw nigh to me with their Tongues and their Lips, 
ce but their Hearts are far from me.” And now the 
Worthip is over, let-us obſerve if we can hear any Re- 
marks on the Sermon: No ſurely, that was not the Buſi- 
neſs that principally concern'd them; bur the Fafhions 
and Garbs of one another ingroſs the whole Obſervation, 
as ſoon as they are diſmiſſed, and are commonly the Sub- 
ject of Converſation moſt Part of the remaining Day. 
But when we conſider the Practice and Preparation of 
the foregoing Week, the Horror and Amazement we 
muſt certainly have been fill'd with, while we are re- 
flecting, will ceaſe ; and we ſhall conclude with Regret, 
That better cannot be èxpected from People, while they 
remain in ſuch an inconſiderate, irreligious, and unhappy 
Situation! The Impiety of a Life thus ſpent in this Circle 
of Madneſs, Folly and falſe Devotion, is ſufficient, one 
would think, to provoke and draw down the Indignation 
of the Almighty on the Heads of ſuch Tranſgreſſors, 
with whom he has Jong ſuffer d, in order to bring them 
to Repentance. And I have been led to admire and a- 
dore the long Forbearance and Mercy of the Majeſty of 
Heaven, whois thus daily affronted and provoked by his 
Creatures; Creatures too of his Pleaſure, whoſe Lite, 
Breath and Being, depend on his Will; and who placed 
us here on this Earth to ſerve him our Creator, by glori- 
fying him with our Bodies, Souls and Spirits. But alas! 
inſtead of giving the Honour due to his Name, or ac- 
knowledging him in all our Ways, as we are exhorted, 
tis impoſſible that People in this Courſe of Life that I 
have deſcribed, can acknowledge G o p in any of their 
Ways; and that in the Room of having him in all their 
Thoughts, they take certain and ſure Meaſures to * 
IS him 
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bim from all their Thoughts. And when I have ſome- 
times been reſlecting on the common Expreſſion made 
uſe of by many ot theſe Sort of Chriſtians, when they 
would confirm ſomething they are going to aſſert for 
Truth, irreverently uſe theſe Words, ; As 1 Hope to be 
ſaved, I have been much affected; for how People, who 
purſue theſe Steps, can rationally hope to arrive at Hea- 
ven, I cannot conceive. But ſuppoling it poſſible! to 
obtain it in their own carnal Way, how wou'd, or.cou'd. 
they reliſh the Pleaſure ſaid to be at Gop's Right Hand, 
or delight in his Preſence, when they have had no Ac 
uaintance, Communion or . Fellowſhip, with him on 
arth 2 What would they think of ſpending an Eternity 
in his Service and Praiſe, when the very, Mention of 
Religion, and the Things of Goo, are irkſome and trou- 
bleſome in Time? And it is now: become untaſhionable and 
mean, and the Mark of a puſillanimous Spirit, ſo much 
as to inſinuate any Care or Concern about their poor im- 
mortals Souls. But let not any deceive themſelves, and 
Hope to obtain Heaven and Happineſs on ealter Terms 
than the Almighty has propoſed ; For if we will credir 
the ſacred Writings, none bur thoſe who have ſincerely: 
repented of their evil Ways, and turn'd from them; who; 
have lov'd, fear d and ſerv'd Gop here below, and who 
have gain'd the Victory over their ſinful Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions, can be admitted into this glorious Manſion of Bliſs 
(nor none but thoſe who are properly qualified for a Part 
in the heavenly Choir, who can ſing the Song of the 
Redeemed) where the happy Employment of the Righ- 
teous will be praiſing Gop, and giving Glory to his 
Name; as John (called the Divine) teſtifies; I ſaw, ſays 
he, thoſe who had gotten the Viftory, with Harps in 
their Hands, finging the So1g of Moſes, the Servant of 
the Lok bp, and the Song of ihe Lamb, ſaying, Great aud 
Marvellous are thy Works, Lonp GOD Almighty7 
juſt and true are thy Ways, thou King of Saints bo 
ſhall not fear thee, O Loxp / and glurify thy Name / 
And every Creature which is in Heaven praiſed Gop,, 
ſaying, Bleſſing and Hucur, Glory and Power, be unto. 
him that /itteth on the 2 and to the Lamb, for 
| bo | | 6V.f 


PS 
ever and ever And every Order of Angels continually 
crying, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lox of Hofts / And 
thoſe who are redeemed, 'whoſe Robes are wafhed in the 
Blood of the Lamb, who are arrived at this holy Habi- 
tation, not thro* Pomp and Luxury, but thro great 
Tribulation, ſtand before the Throne of Gov, and ſerve 
him Night and Day in his Temple; and he that ſitteth 
on the Throne ſhall dwell amongſt them, and lead them 
to Fountains of living Water; and Gop ſhall wipe away 
ales rom their Eyes. E.G . 
If this be the happy Situation of the Bleſſed above, as 
we have no Reaſon to doubt but it is, examine yourſelves, 
1 beſeech you, and fee how you are prepar d and quali- 
fed for ſuch a Place and Condition; and remember *tis 
the living only, thoſe whom Cuxrsr hath redeemed. 
from the Power of the Grave of Sin, and quicken'd, by 
the Reſurrection of his Holy Spirit, to a Life of Holi- 
neſs, that can truly praiſe Gop ; thoſe who are dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sin, cannot celebrate his Praiſe, nor ſing 
the Song of the ranſomed Ones: Therefore you who are 
as aſleep, in a carnal, eaſy and careleſs State, hear the 
Voice of the Son of Gop, which ſpeaks in your Conſci- 
ence, ſaying Awake, ariſe from the Dead, and CHRIST 
ſhall give thee Life; ftand in Awe, and Sin not ; com- 
mune with your own Hearts, and be fill; retire there, 
and ſee how the Caſe ſtands between Gop and your own 
Souls ; acquaint yourſelyes with Gop, and be at Peace.” 
For I teſtity to you this Day,” that I have witneſled his 
Peace and Favour to be better than Life; for waich my 
Heart, as well as my Lips, have often return'd, to his 
great Name, high Praiſes and Thankſgivings ! O that 
many may be made ſenſible of his Favour to their Souls! 
that they may fee, and fear, and turn unto the Loxp, 
and truſt in his Name: You who are afar off from Go p, 
draw. near, and behold his Goodneſs, and taſte it; and 
you who are near, with me, acknowledge his Might. 
«<'Fimes of Ignorance Gop winked at; but now, in this 
Goſpel-Day, he commands all Men, every where, to 
repent ; as Life and Immortality is brought to Light, 
through the Goſpel of Jesvs Cuxrsr HJ; whoſe Goſpel + 
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you profeſs to rejoice in; but if thoſe, called Chriſtians 
(whom Gop hath known, above all the Families of the 
Earth) rebel againſt the Light, their Puniſhment: will be 
the greater, according to the Proportion of Knowledge 
and Grace received: For that Servant who knows his 
Lon p's Will, and prepares not himſelf, neither does ac- 
cording to his Will, all be beaten with many Stripes. 
Bring your Deeds therefore to the Light of CHRI1 f 
your in own Conſciences, and ſee if they are wrought in 
GoD :. Remember why ſome 'formerly* refuſed} to bring 
their Deeds to this Light; it was becatiſe it would mah 
feſt that they were Evil, and therefore reproved by iti 
And tho? the Proſpect may appeur gloomy and unplka- 
fant to ſome, and you may be unwilling to break you 
talſe Peace, and diſturb a Reſt you have created to your 
felves, and find a ſtronger Propenſity to gratify thai 
croſs your ſenſual Inclinations and Appetites; tho“ you 
may be averſe to an Undertaking which is likely tb prove 
troubleſome ; a Task fo diſguſtful and diſagreeable, as 
changing our old Cuſtoms and Manners ; which you are 
told by the Apoſtle, muſt be done: All who are in 
CurisrT Jesvs; uſt be new Creatures; Old Things 
maſt paſs away, all Things muſt become new, and all of 
op. Theſe you may poſſibly think hard Sayings ; but 
remember, the Propenſities of Fleſh and Blood cannot 
enter with you into the 1 of Gop; whoſe Love, 
uhen you are really in Poſſeſſion of it, will make hard 

Things eaſy, and bitter Things ſweet. e 
Many are diſcouraged and afraid to enter upon a reli- 
gious Courſe of Life, as it will, they imagine, retrench 
their Liberties, and render their Lives unpleaſant, gloo- 
my and melancholy : This, indeed, is one of the Subtil- 
ties of Satan; one of his evil Reports of the good Land 
of Promiſe, which tis his Advantage to prevent your 
Entrance into. But don't believe him, nor his evil Spies; 
he was a Liar from the Beginning, and remains ſo to 
this Day. Though the Path you muſt tread, is narrow, 
and will not admit of many Things which Pride has in- 

troduced, and the Tyrant, Cuſtom, maintains and ſup- 
ports (and which by the Way, you will have no Afﬀec- 
G 2 | TLOR 


1 52] 
tion for) yet there is Room enough to enjoy the neceſſa- 
ry Things of this Life. in Moderation : Lament, you will 
indeed, becauſe you have been ſo long Sinners, and did 
not turn to, love and obey Gov, ſooner; and now will 
you mourn over him, whom you often pierced with your 
ins: Grieve, perhaps, you may; but one Reaſon will 
be, That the World lies in Mokedneſs e But I dare ven- 
ture to aſſert, that no true and real Chriſtian, ever re- 
pented that he was ſo; for all ſuch Experience, in Truth, 
that Gop's Ser vice is perfect Freedom; and that all 
Bis Ways, are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all his Paths, 
Sher Peace. ts [6 1 4 | Ho 
But farther, you who may be unwilling to enter upon 
this new but neceſſary Work, this one Thing is abſo- 
lutely needful; remember and conſider, that CxxrsT 
poſitively aſſures us, That except a Man be born again 
(ot the Spirit) he can in mo wiſe enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven, John iii. 3. And that if ever you are ſaved, it 
muſt. be according to Gop's own Preſcription, by the 
waſning of Regeneration, and Renewing (Power) of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; by his Sanctifying Word and Operation; 
which is able to do more abundantly for you, than you 
can ask or think: Therefore let me entreat you, not to 
forſake your own Mercies; God is waiting to be gracious 
to you; his Hand is full of Bleſſings; except I beſeech 
you, of the Offers of his Grace, and anſwer to his Call 
while the Day of your Viſitation laſts, leaſt when you 
call, he ſhould not anſwer ; for he has declared, That 
his Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, for that he 
alſo is Fleſh. 1 | 
Comply then with the Almighty's Terms of Salvation, 
and do not vainly hope or imagine He will be brought 
down to yours: Don't think yourſelves fate, tho” many 
of you may be innocent from great Tranſgreſſions; re- 
member, all and every Unrighteouſneſs is Sin : But ma- 
ny flatter themſelves, and believe, if they are not charge- 
able with groſs Immoralities, that little Sins will not be 
noted by the Almighty ; that Satan, the World, and 
the Fleſh, are ſo powerful, that they cannot get the bet- 
ter of thoſe little Weakneſſes and Frailties fo incident 
„ Fs - £0 
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to human Nature; and as they do not, on their Princi- 
ples, expect to be freed from them on this Side the 
Grave, they do not ſo much as deſire or attempt to ob- 
tain a Conqueſt over them; but depend on Gop's Mer- 
cy, hoping he will no be extreme to mark ſmall Offen- 
ces; and if they are exact in ſome moral Duties, they 
imagine the Almighty will compound for little Reſerves. 
That Gop is eſſential Mercy, I grant; but don't forget, 
that he is alſo Sovereign 7 and will not condemn 
the Innocent; neither will he ſtep alide from his Equity, 
to acquit the Guilty; for as the Righteouſneſs: of the 
Riphteons ſhall be 1 ** him, ſo ſhall the Wickedneſs, of 
the Wicked be upon him, Exek. xviii. 20. Say ge to the 
Righteous, it ſpall be well with him, for he ſhall eat the 
Frnit of his Doings : But woe unto the Wicked, it {ball 
be ill with him; for the Reward ef his Hands ſhall. be 
POOR {on od ß SS. 
But farther, theſe trite Arguments and Excuſes, which 
are ſo generally made uſe of to defend evil Practices, ap- 
pear as weak as the Frailties they plead for; and I think, 
if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, People make the Al- 
mighty a very injurious Compliment, when they aſcribe 
greater Power and Strengh to Satan, than to the Moſt 
High. But perhaps they imagine the Almighty, will 
diſpenſe with ſome of his Attributes, ſince they allow 
him one in a more abſolute Degree. v7 
And now give me Leave to tell you what the great 
Proteſtant Advocate Chilling ſworth, ſays on this Subject, 
in a Sermon preached before King Charles the Firſt (it 
I remember right) which take it in his own Words and 
Senſe. © Some aſcribe a Sort of Omnipotency to tho 
© World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and that Gop nei- 
* ther does, nor will give ſufficient Strength to. reſiſt 
© them; which Opinion he labours. to explode, and 
© ſitively affirms, that, by the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of 
© Gov, it is in our Power to reſiſt them; and ſhews the 
© Neceſſity of doing, from what we are ſo frequently 
* and plamly aſſured of in the New-Teftament, viz. 
F 'That without actual and effectual Mortification, with 
actual and eſſential Amendment of Life, Wr 
s | | C an 
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© und SanRtifacation, no Hope, no Poſlibility of Salva- 


8 tion. Thus you fee, ſays he, all the divine Writers 


of the New-Teftament, with one Conſent, and with 
© one Month, proclaim the Neceſſity of real Holineſs, 
© and labour to diſenchant us from the vain Fancy, 


That Men may be ſaved by ſorrowing for their Sins, 


© and intending to leave them, without effectual Conver- 


ſion and Reformation of Life; which, it may be fear- 


bed, has ſent Thouſands of Souls to Hell, in a golden 


Dteami of Heaven: And therefore he very juſtly ap- 


prizes his Audience, That ir was not the pleaſing them- 
_ ſelves, of ar; wo ſuch a SeEt or Profeſſion, together 
© with going ro Church, faying or hearing of Prayers, 
receiving of Sacraments, hearing, repeating or preach- 

ing of Sermons; with Zeal for Ceremonies, or Zeal 
againſt them; or, indeed with any Thing elſe, than 
conſtant Piety towards Go p, Juſtice and Charity to 
our Neighbours, Temperance, Chaſtity and Sobriety 
towards ourſelves; we ſhall one Day find we have not 
. mocked Gop, but ourſelves ; and ſhall have our Por- 
tion among Hypocrites! We make the Church a Stage 
-whereon to act our Part, and playing our Pageantry ; 
there we make a Profeſſion every Day of confeſſing our 
Sins, with humble, lowly, penitent and obedient 
Hearts; and yet when we have talked after this Rate, 
twenty, thirty, or forty Years, our Hearts, for the 
© molt Part, continue as proud, as impenitent, and as 
© difobedient, as they were in the Beginning. We 


. — : ' 


os 


A certain Author in ſome Remarks on the Confeſſion and Li- 
tany in the Book of Common Prayer, exclaims after this Manner; 
What! always learning, and never coming to the Knowledge of 
Truth ? Miſerable Sinners. you find us, and miſerable you leave us f 
And, in the Caſe of Confeſſion, he thus ſtates the Matter; Suppoſe 
thou hadſt a Son, and ſhould' daily let him know what thou would'ſ 
have him do, and he ſhould Day by Day, Week by Week, and Year 
by Year, provoke thee to thy Face, and ſhould ſay, Father, I have 
not done What thou commandeſt me to do; but I have done quite the 
contrary ; and ſhould continue to provoke thee to thy Face, once, 
or oftner,. every Week, would'ſt thou not think him a rebellious 
Child, and that his Application to thee was mere Mockery ? And 
Would it not occaſion thee to difinherit him? 


r 
* make great Proteſtations when we meet and aſſemble 
„together to render Thanks to Almighty Gon, for the 
great Benefits received at his Hands: And if this were 
to be performed with Words, with Hoſannas, Halle- 
* lujahs, Gloria Patri's, Pſalms, Hymns, and ſuch. like 
© outward Matters; peradventure we ſhould do it very 
ſufficiently: But, in the mean Time, in our Lives and 
Actions, we proyoke the Almighty, and that to his 
Face, with all Variety of grievous and bitter Proyoca- 
© tions; we do thoſe Things which he has aſſured us to 
© be odious unto Him, and contrary to his Nature. And 
© therefore he laments to ſee, that the Power of Godli- 
© neſs, almoſt in all Places, was decried and vaniſhed ; 
the Form and Profeſſion of it only remaining; that 
« the Spirit and Soul of Religion was, for the moſt Part, | 
gone, and only the outward Carcaſs. or Shadow of it 
left behind! His whole Diſcourſe was to preſs the ab- ä 
< ſolute Neceſſity of Converſion from Sin, and. to ſhey. 
« that nothing ſhort of it would ſtand one in any Stead. 
That none were Cris T's, but thoſe who have cruci- 
fied the Fleſh, with the Affections and Luſts: They 
© that have not done fo, let them be as ſorrowful as they 
« pleaſe, they, as yet, are none of CRT STS: And he 
c cries out, Lox D! what a Multitude of Chriſtians are | 
< there in the World, that do not belong to CHRIS T1! | 
And then goes on; It is not a withing, but a work- 
ing Faith: Not a wiſhing you were a new Creature ; G 
* but being a. new Creature: Not, a wiſhing you had iſ 
© kept, nor a ſorrowing you have not kept, nor purpo- $ 
* (ing vainly to keep; but the keeping his Command- | 
ments mult prevail with Him, as it is not to the Wil- 4 
ling, but to the Obedient the Promiſe is given. Bug | 
< 15 not this, /aps he, preaching Works, as the Papifts | 
do? No, certainly; but it is to preach Works, as 
* CaxIsT and his Apoſtles do; it it to preach the Ne- 
* ceſity of them, which no good Proteſtant, no good 
Chriſtian ever denied; but it is not to preach the Me- 
© rit of them which is the Error of the Pais. 
By. this Author's Manner af preaching Works, we may 
infer, that he includes all, Chriſtians, as well as, morady 
| | : | | Ito 
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Virtues, by ſaying, we mußt become ntw Creatures, and 
keep all Gop's Commandments. And I would obſerve 
to ſome, whom I have elſewhere ſaid ſeem to confine 
Chriftianity to moral Duties, and, in ſome Sort, to ex- 


clude the Duties of the firſt Table, which we are as 


T5 


1 perform, as thoſe of the Second; what will 


avail us, tho' we be exact in moral Works, if the Mo- 


tive of them do not come from Go p? for tho? we do all 


imaginable Juſtice to Mankind, tho“ we give all our 
Goods to the Poor, and ſuffer for what we think our 
Religion, yet the Apoſtle Paul tells us, we may be de- 
ficient in the moſt material Point, if we have not Cha- 


rity ; or do not act from that which ought to be the 


Spring and Motive of all our Actions, viz. Love 10 
Gop. The young Man who came to CHRIST, had, as he 
ſaid, kept the Commands contain'd in the ſecond Table, 
and yet we find him unfit for eternal Life; he was ne- 
gatively good; he had not done any Murther, nor com- 


we do not find he had yet learn d to do well: And when 
Obedience to a politive and particular Injunction, 
CnRIST our Lok p., was pleaſed. to lay upon him (ſup- 


poſed) to prove his Love and Obedience to Gop; when 


it was required of him to quit or exchange, his earthly 
Poſſeſſions, tho? with great Advantage, no leſs than an 
Inheritance eternal in the Heavens, and take up a Croſs 
ro his own Will and Deſires, and follow Cukis r, in 
this Way of Self-denial ; behold he Coward- like with- 
draws; and departs, we are told, ſad and dejected, be- 
mg 'grieved with the Saying : This unhappy young 
Man's Refuſal of the Kingdom, or eternal Lite, on our 
Loxp's Condition, occalioned him, with an apparent 
Concern, to fay, How hardly ſball they that have, or 
in his following Words, hat truſt in Riches, enter the 
Kiggeuem of Gop | And on another Occaſion, he further 
declares, Thar whoſcever came to Him, and tock not up 
his Groſs; and denied himſelf, and hated not Father and 


ober, Wife, Children, Brethren and Siſters, yea and 
Sis 0394 Life (when brought in Competition of his Puty 


and 


' mitted Adultery ; he had not ſtole from, nor defrauded 
his Neighbour; he had refrain'd from theſe Evils; but 


5 


171 


Lowe 4665659 the b ner 1e Nr and, — 


n o eternal Lis. 


£57. He introduces his Subject by 
Xii. 22, Loke vii. 14. Mark iv. 19 8 
I ſhall pafs over, and only obſerve what he 2 
of rhe ad I oth Verſe. © 6 'Thel a alter other Things; 
© bortfil Things, which choak tho Seed or Wordogf iLife 
in us — The Luft of the Eye, be. tell us; are our 
* © Dehires of gay Apparel, rich Futnitute and ſuch liks, 
© as by St. Jobs are ſtiled, the Pride of Liſe; Deſire of 
* popular Applauſe, or high] Eſtimation 1 in the World i Ad- 
© yancement to high Poſts, or eat Places, above others: 
1 „And, laſtly, out exceſſive L to our Relatives ;; as! 
* rents, Why 255 hildten, Friends, G. For When the 
© AﬀfeAions prove. Tenprations to Sm, as the:Exces of 
them cer bes he does ; they. will then be obſtructive of 


< « that Tnfiu ord of Life ſheuld have upon us: 


= 


And St. John bs ins us, thar-alltheſe are nor of tlie 

arher ; but of the World, Jobi ii. 15, 16. And 
bs 2 vi ik we love of Let dar Hearts upon” them, the Love 
* of the Father is not itt us. Therefore Cuntz x requires 


© us to deny out ſelves in all theſe Things, to lone them 
© 1eſs, or hate them (comparatively) — we may e his 


© Diſciples.” And next I ſhall endeayout to illuſtrate, by 
one Inſtance, among the many on experienced, how I 


underſtand the 0005 l 3 I conducted 


myſelt in a Circumſtance W — appear d ro- 
quiſite and neceſſary to be put in Practice by m. 
When I was conducted, by my great . into the 
narrow Path of Seif-denial, I was fetifible that I -muſt 
part with many huttfil and ſuperfluous Things, I _— 
accuſtomed to; the Way was too narrow to admit of 
Pride iu any Shape or Form; and as'Superfluity in _ 
tel, ax well as many other Inſtances of L „ appear d 
to me inconliſtent with the Doctrines of Chrittianiry, aud 
the more particular Inſtructions and Admonitions of ſa- 
veral of rhe Apoſtles, I laid aſide ſeveral Things I hangt 


inconliftent with the Profeiſion of a Chriſtian; — 


H 


"n ſhall uc give you tlie Senſt Of Di. Wibithy;-as well | 
as my own, with RE ack to-rhs'Proogpe of Scilla, | 


i 
RE, 
1 * 
: 
e — 8 


idle aid unmeaning Complimenteh and further, being gong 
vinced of the Princigles of the ;Pegp/e, called Quakers 


anc 845 
Diſſike but a Concern. that I ſhould appear in fo Br | 


A 


his \Craſe;and-bateth. not (comparitably) Father, Mother, 


ane . amd: cannot be my Di Ciple... 1 


| _ *rigfo far\from.leflening or contracting our awful Aﬀecti- 
.  Jons;<that-an-enlarges-our. Hearts, in a peculiar Manner, 
deo hf Relatiyes ad Friends; and excites in us a Io it 
and obenevolent Diſppſition towards all Mankind, whole 
. ah Swe entirely; with : 
„ Gan 


* . 


To 


< who Joveth not His Brother, whom hi Hatir any "FA : 


Leun he love Go&b whomghe! hath not een?” Andithis 
Commandment wehaveifrom himy! © That Re wo ldyecty 
8 ab wilk love / his Brother alſo; and: wedloueG od, 
© Becauf⸗ he firſt loved us: Thetefore if Go D ſa load 
us, we oughit to love o nõther and do Good te all ? 
but hore eſpecially to the Holſbold of Falthi; widiAvhom' 
were made one ii ORG T. biz ee oft nat > 

But further; anon! g many Initances of Self-denial, ag 
have Above remafk A, Hound Pride in Apparel, abſtluntly 
nbceſſity robe avoided zahd rho Prideyit vdry Species ad 
Af rahee, is ad6minable and odiois in The Sight f che 
yet it ſeerfis'particularly-againſk this Branch of 


ede Prophet Hateb exclaims'in hisichind Chapres 2 


d al am ſorty ro obfetee, that the Charge bf this Bchöens; 
48 Wallas irrational Pafſten of thedotimdyt equallyaliits 
the Male, as the Female Part of mi en Bur:whbt 

„renders it the mörerHbtable, Ae e dom t romark, 

pg Ages, tiny Protiibiyjon: ww:the Arricde o 

patel. en fo mich as mention?d:3-or any CAutiot 

15 Bi de Men, ro aroick Superfluiry} cor Gaiety 10h this 
ch nas if this Fully and Weakneſs, was indeed 

Aae Ac peculiar to Women only denon nt 
= . ee remark, from Hiſtory, chat wiſe Ne al- 

neglected alid defpifell Gaiety in their: Cloaths ; and 
Wes? any Vanity'oÞ this Sort appeared, thoꝰ ny 

Att mike Abek d upon with Contemipe;" ——— deg 
by: feileable Men, who" conlider'd ar a. ak r le 
HEN G Hale Intellects Wann 
Bit heweber that be, 1 ſhall ee iberty | 
my bn Sex, who ſvem moſt concerned in the Jud — 


pronounced by the Prophet againſt the Pride of Women, 


their Opinio of che Chapter I have mentioned Alter 
the Prophet had been enumerating the great t Diſaduamta- 


ges and Calamities the Children of zhe People ot: H“ 


bad breugtt upon themſelves by tlieir Sin and Diſobedi- 
ence, fot Which, he tells them, the EON D wouldtaſſlu- 


rediy entet inte Judgment, by bringing theſe Csla- 


mities ſuddemy upon them; 'he-ads(atuMcreoverg:ithe 
LOB faith, Wee dre are Zion arc haughyy, 


why {13 2 au 
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„nd walk with ferobed--foreh: Necks, and wanton Eyes; 
© walking, and mincing as the go, and making A tinkliag 
«with! alieir Fett: "Therefore, in that Day [the Day of 
< bis Nene ſaith the Lozo, I will take away the 

Brat ery of their tinkling Ornaments from about 
< thei ; and their Cauls, and their round Tites, like 
<©:th& Moon, the (Hains, and the Bracelets, and the Muf- 

_ ©fers, the Bonnets, and the Ornaments of the Legs, and 
ache Head-bwitls, and the Tablets, and the Eax-rings, 

= Nings and 1 the [changeable Suits, of 

parel, and Mantlbs] and the Wimples, and the 


5 20 in=pins, rhe Claſſes and the fine-Linnen, Ihe Hoods, 


Land the Veils And: it ſhall come to paſs, that inſtead 
< of Feet Smells; there ſhall be 2 Stink ; inſtead of a 
<Gitdle; a Rent; inſtead of well-ſer Hair, Baldneſs; 
+ iniftiead] of a Stomacher, a Girdle with. Sack} and 
5 inſtead co Beauty. oF 
Tmehence let us obſerve whe Eflefts of Pride, in . 
pant. too, which many! think © inſigniſicant ; and ſome 
been: Saban ſay, that the Ornaments, . c. 
euumerated by the Prophet, were only unlawfol co, che 
amen, ho poffbly bad borrow'd their Faltzons 
m the Heathen, with whom they: were forbid, any. oy 
of Colvimerce >:ncirher were they to Malk after th 
roms und Manmers of the Heathen Nations. ve 
may remarke, theſe Things were, not 10 be taken Hom 
hom, becauſe they had borrow d the Forms of them from 
he neigtibouring Narions; but hecauſe the Daughters, of 
Zion are proud and haug hty, aud mall with, ſtretched 
ound Nocte, when they ere — with all the Bravery 
5f-theſe Ornaments; therefore the Lox p will, deprive 
them of the Th they made. ſubſur vient to cheir Pride 
and Vanity; the Sin of which is eqwally odicas And ab- 
Hortent to Gon, nus, the Deſeendants of rhe:Gmiles, 
us t was in the Jamo Nor does the Prohibition ef Sin, 
-orthe'Command or Precept of Holineſs, loſe one Wit of 
Force and Energy, for being delivered a, or three 
Thouſand; or Rveenteen Hundred Years; ago, As che 
Almighty is unchangeable in his eſſential Holineſs; fer 
Nov neg 15 ä - Shadow of Turning 2, 


MEL 


tha Was 2, 95 Age: ck, muſt ala teh 7 be. 

| "Bi eat now y What Na ors ehrte Frm 5 

join, When they 15 an Dire&ions to cet zarbhes of 
1 d Which Dr.'Whitþy thus notes; 


Cuts f. 
In Bie anner kg | Is" 1 Hh at Chriſtian Nomen 707 
ae in, mo, et Appar par: "with "Sham efacetliteſs 
Sobriet 5; not ſerti tg oo ehen ee with brotaer AH. 


or Gold, or Parts. Wm y Hurd); bar Walch TE: 
5 1 5 of EY, e aas. Godlineſs | klaat 


ys ext the U B. er, In S tle ile 
ons. 1 ae 120 Gen, he e Hunte 
1 hot 1 Se 1 9 5 1 ard adeſfihn 
PIRIE. he 8. Gold,” of Putting 85 
< of Apparel ; bin e de An lle Hidden Nan i 
: Heart, in that which. is 1 tible ene Fre 
E ment y . 9 ad 7 it, K hi8 in the 
© of 60 of grear Pri 055 75 alter cs Manner,” i 
c 22 en es, le Your 1fo, who truſtec np, 
ned. ene And t | Au in 
his. ent on Lords of - Apolth 
99 his. Seite 7 00 Res 5 evident, that z 
e "this Rid! 58 105 f Se 
Ine 80 ny, 8 0 11 11 or a1 any OR | 
g excel others, Is "orb id che, A te” 's.\ 
76 1 Eoncernmehe, Cate: 5 Weh to ap OY, - 
„Atte, a fi ir wete out: Fach en Fs = 
© 10 excel, and be more honorable chan 1 7 lis 
$ Nani 113 Prid this Loom of, and Concern e 
. FE Well ae with 5 
che P/ Nen of tt G, A 
5 10 5 2 70 worth br to be noted by xi NW 


„ 


dat e 1 5 5 tobe lighted Wo rhe 


Pius ARE the Sdtitraty, is, Gee 
a. 11 oo ite to Godlines : "And be ſubjoths ; 


1 * 0 X * 2.90 
1 4 a J, 2 We. 1. TOOL TY 125 . 4 — "7 
* 


— rr eee . 
—— ñ—— eee CE ———— ——— 


1 N the Character here ee bf 


1 62% 


c *« Chitin V ee "vis. That e is one : who fl 


25% 2981 


4 next 85 OV wy 05 we N 0 one y the rn 
ears gue. Ge of Alexandria: he tells us, ne Vt 
© Women, who Wear "oh 1d and platt the Hair, have) hot 
The, mage of Sen i in the he inward Man; aud that tie 

0 Jer oftglical Conſtitutions forbid. Women to wear ex qullite 
ament: S, Which were. litted to Cer or Gold Rigs, 


910425 4 


e 11 5 in, the, Life * Ebac fays, 
it 


es omen \ wore Be. bat lewd Wimey 


| nge you m eve, ; that ths Pop le: called Daakers, 
are 92 05 e 3 im the Contruthion thay put on, or. Eaſe 
Is ider {x 1 5 Sept ine, in the Artic 2 of 


590 its Rik + Kan Pia iS 1 ent 464 g to rok 
85 .Jowly, - unambirious | TSTPE, and 
xi janity. N 
One e Argument ſome. have made uſe of fo ſapj it the | 
NY, of . gay d .coltly Cloathing, 750 this; 1 the 
ride yes not in t a, by. 05 the Heart An. Ab- 
Tertion, ! have FOE proy'd t 11 85 my own Experience. 
1 could not imagine there could any moral of, jirſhereqr 
BY in Piece of gay Silk; for 1 19550 full well, that 
© proceeds from a Vain and; ambitious Heart; And 


C1 Bl 


ri 


that if it had not its Relidence and Seat there, "It would 
not appear in the Habit or Garb. But tho” ſome Per- 
haps} may allow me to be acquainted' with, -and therefore a 
Judge of my own Heart; yet, wou'd it not border upon 

Uncharitableneſs 


[ 63 ] es 
gay Clothing, are ene e and ambitious? 
anſwer ;. Tho” le may nor be fate; to judge in every, Cal 
according to the Sight of the Eye, yet our Lox» ſeems to 


allow us the Evidence of our Senſes pretty generally. 


Every Tree, ſays he, is known by its. Fruit. Of Thorns 
Men do not gather Figs,:nor off a. Bramble-bujh Grapes, 
And then gives us the following Mark or Criterion to 
judge. by, Ie ſpall know them by their Fruits. Thus 
when I ſee Fruits of the fame Kind produced by others, 
which, I certainly know, proceeded from the bitter Root of 
Pride in my own Heart, I do not think it an uncharita- 
ble, but a natural and rational Concluſion, that they 
ſpring from the like evil Root in others. A good 
Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, neither can a cor- 
© rupt Tree bring forth good Fruit. A good Man, out 
© of; the good Treaſurè of his Heart, bringeth forth that 
Which is good.; but an evil Man, out of the evil Trea- 
ſure of his Heart, bringeth forth chat which is evil.“ 
I have, heard it objected, that Perſons, who have al- 
ways been accuſtomed. to Finery from their Infancy, are 
not commonly dy it; it becomes thereby ſo fami- 
liar to them, that they have not dach high Thoughts of 
themſelyes when gaily artir d as many imagine; neither 
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What'I have obſer 


F 

1 85 from whence proceeds their Fondnefs for Splen- 
dot, Shew and Pomp, ' ſpecially ir this Article, they 
Would be obliged to confeſs, or at leaſt not to deny, that 
Pride was ar che Bottww . 
"Fact of a Cotwverſation I happen" to have with faſhio- 
hable Woman in Gfeat-Britain,' will ferve to confirm 

i 1 have obſer wd. She aſſerted ſhe was free from 
Pride, tho? the did ddorn' herfelf in a gay and ſplendid 
Manner. I ask*d her if ſhe could be as well ſatistied and 


WW 3% i 5 


content in a plain Drefs, and Stuff or Wovllen Gown, 


as with the gay Silks the uſually wore ?' She anſwer d, 
Yes. I queried why ſhe then dreſſed fo gay? She an- 
ſwer'd, that ſhe might appear agrecable to others. I 
ask d her wiiy the was ſo much concern'd to pleaſe others 
with her. fine Cloaths, Sc. She ſaid, it was leaft the 


ſhould be deſpiſed for the Meanneſs of her Appearance. 


J ask*d her whence proceeded that Fear ? Here, I think, 
ſhe was ſilent, being reduced to an Extremity, which 
profes the Source ot her Vanity to be nothing leſs than 

ride, in Spight of all her boaſted Humility. ” I have 


often thought, our Fondneſs for 'Trifies, Pomp, Shew 


and Noiſe, may be attributed to Inconſideration For did 
we reflect, examine and compate Things, we ſhould cer- 


tainly make very different Leductions, Concluſions, and 


Eſtimiat ions, from what the Generality of Mankind are 


wont to do. And I am certain, from our Ignorance of 


Divine aud Heavenly Things, proceeds our Fondneſs and 


inordinate Delires for ſenſual and earthly Pleaſures and 


Enjoyments. And indeed tince I have thought at all, I 


mean to any good Purpoſe, I have been amazed at my 
own Stupidity and Folly, when I have conſtder'd and re- 
collected how anxious 1 had formerly been till I was in 


Peſſeſſion of this gay Silk, and the other fine Lace; and 
1 have bluſhed with an holy Shame, when I reflected how 


I had ſometimes doated on a Ribbon, or any othet Toy 


or Bauble, that had but the Title oi-new-faſhion d annex'd 


to it! One common Argument for Supettiuity and Luxu- 


ry 0+ all Kinds, is, thar ir encourages and ſupports Trade 


aud that the Bread and Subiiſtence ot J houùfands depend 


on new Faſhions : Bur thoſe who offer this Reaſon, do not 


conlider 


— 
B 


0_manifeſt, eſpecially in Great-Bri- 
ds no other Proof but che Evidence df 


U 


this bang 


and Milery, from this; very Source beit from whence 


wy EZ \ 1 


have heard it objected, that coſtly and ſplendid Apparel, 
Sc. is neceſſary to make and ſupport a proper Diſtinction 
between Perſons of high and low Degree. The Argu- 
ment I have thought weak, and utiworthy to be offer d by 
a Chriſtian, as I am of Opinion, every reaſonable Perſon 
will grant, thar Piety apd Virrue (not Gold and Tide 
Ornaments) ought to diſtinguiſh and tender truly honours 
able*the, higher Rank of People. Beſides, it is evident, 
that theſe Diſtinctions are not kept up and maintain'd. by 
| * „ rr, N 
coſtly Attire, Sc. for we may daily obſerve, that Perſons 
of the loweſt Rank, with Reſpect to their Offices and 
Employments, are oftentimes very wealthy ; and rhefe 
adorn, themſelves, in as pompous a Manner, and have as 

grand Houſes, Furniture, Equipages, G. as thoſe 55 

are greatly ſuperior to chem in other Reſpectss. 

But allowing many Things the Title of Superſluſty and 

Luxury, and therefore unlawful to be uſed by Chriſtians ; 
it has been queried how are all theſe Faſhion-mongers, 
who are ſupported by making and vending Things of thi 
Nature, to be provided for, it they ſhould give up their 
Employments, which you Yuakers ſay, are contrary to 
Chriſtianity, and rherciore unlawfal? I would firſt humbly 
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propoſe to People to examine themſelves, and fee if they 
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recti ve an Hundred Fold in this World, and in that to 
come Life everlafting. Fr Gedlinſs, hath the Promiſe of 
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45 N 4 
are Chriſtians ; not nominal, but real Chriſtians ; ſuch | 
as are Jed, ruled; guided and Cirected by the Ain, of 
Caz1s$T ; thoſe who, ate not, are none of his, whatever. 
they may pretend to; FLU many as are led by the Spirit. 


45 0D, they (and they only) are he Children Gop. 
Lheſe will find, that it is not lawful for them to ſupport 
any Trade, or uſe any Employment, which is 2 8 
or claſhes with the Doctrines and Rules they profeſs to 
be govern'd by; ſuch are not often at a Loſs for ſome 
law ful Calling or Buſineſs, hereby they may obtain 
gion has bounded their Prires, and they greatly experi- 
ence, that the Happineſs of a Chriſtian's Life does not 
conſiſt in the Abundance of this World's Goods. I have 
the Authority of a Clergyman for what I am now going 
to mention, 972, That all thoſe who profeſs themſelves 


Food and Raiment, with which they are content; Reli- 


*Chriftians, ſhould, in all their Actions, conſeqpently, in 


© ther Callings or Profeſſions ok Bulincſs, ask themſelves 
this neceſſary Queſtion, Can I" do this Thing as a 
© Chriſtian?” Or, 15 it conſiſtent, with the Principles and 
Precept of my Chriftian Profeflion? And if upon a ſerious 
and ſincere Examination, we fini that the Calling or Em- 


, 


bfw on which our Bread de p 


ends, be in any wiſe 
le in £4: w\ 43 wa 3 411 19114 49% 22 f 
ontrary to the Frecepts of Cuz15T, and the Example he 
left us to follow; if it be either "directly or indirc&ly ſo, 
n eee AN : 48" JqbifetT els 
Ihelieve weare culpable if we don't leave off. For CHRIS T 
Mone | bs 004; ow 4 3/3bt Jig: £3412 3 een 
tells us, if aur Right Hand offend us, or cauſe us to act 
any Thing againit his Laws, we m cut it H; we mult 
err bes bt I 122 11441 141 e 
quit whatſoever cauſes this Oftetice, how near, dear, and 
uſetul foever it be to us, as' tis better to enter into Li e halt 
and maimed, than having tuo Hands io be caft into 
Im not inſenſible, that what J have here offered will 
be thought hard Sayings by many; but tor our Encou- 
ragenient our bleſſed Lox b aſlures us, That any one who 
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hath forjaken any temporal Advantage or Enjoyment, as 
Hou es, Lands, Father, Mather, Wife or Children, 


ten or Siſters, for his Sake aud the Goſpel 's, ſpall 
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the Life that not is, and of that which" is to Toms 
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We hare not only an Hundred- fold of Peace in our Bo- 


ſoms, viz. The Comforts of an upright Conſcience (a 
greater Bleſſing than any we have parted with) and A 
ritual Bread to eat, which the World knows not of; but 
our natural Bread is made ſure, and Water fails not; for 
the Lox ofcentimes caſts away the Subſtance of the 
Wicked, yet he rarely ſuffers the Souls of the Righteous 
100g > 7 OT 07? 5077 29m ROT 
Agreecable to this the Royal ä I have been 
young, and now am old, yet have I never ſeen the Riphte- 
ous forſaken, nor his Seed begging Bread. And again, he 
exhorts to, © truſt in the Lord and do good, and thou 
thalt dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed.“ 
And further, he calls to his People to tear the Lok o, 
and believe in him; © Believe in him, and he will help 
thee, and order thy Way arigat; fear and truſt in him, 
and your Reward ſhall not fail.“ He ſhall ſave them, 
becauſe they put their Truſt in him; tor look at the Ge- 
nerations of old, and ſee, Did ever any truſt in the 
Lord, and was confounded? Or, did any abide in his 
Fear, and was forſaken? Or, whom did he ever de- 
ſpiſe, that call'd upon his Name in Truth, Sincerity and 
Uprightneſs? Bur ſuppoſing that Chriſtians, as a Trial ot 
their Faith, may ſometimes be reduced to great outward 
Diſtreſs, which may poſſibly be permitted to extend to 
want of Bread, c. yet ſoall Famine, or Nakediefs, or 
Perſecution, or Diſtreſs, &c. ſeperate us (Chriſtians) from 
the Love of Gop ? No, ſurely; Theſe (comparitively) 
light Afiffions, which we ſuffer for a Moment, work for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 
2 Cor. iv. 17. For tho? the ſpiritual Exerciſes, as well 
as temporal Troubles of the Righteous, may be many, 
yet the Loxp delivereth out of them all. And then 
can we fay upon the Banks of Deliverance, © We 


will love the Loxp our Salvation, he having been our 


Strength and our Shield, and done great Things for us; 
theretore will we be thanktul to his Name, and rejoice in 
his Power: For who among the Gods (or Idols many 
make to themſelves) is like _ our GOD! Let us _ 
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fore afcribe Strength. and Power to Go » ; for his Name 
is glorious in Halineſs ; be is fœarful in Praiſes, and a Gop 
that has indeed wrought Wonders for, us. Thus are 
we excited to love Gp, who firſt loved us, and has 


called us to Glory, which we have beheld, as of the Glory 
of the only begotten Son of Go p, full of Grace an 
Truth, of whom we have received Grace tor Grace; and 
having thus ſeen his Glory, our Hearts are overcome with 
his Beauty, and we endeavour to return in our Meaſure, 
ove for Love, and can now fay in Truch and Sincerity, 
Whom have we in Heaven but thee and there is nothing 
that wwe deſire on Earth in Compariſon of thee ? Thou art 
ingeed become the Chief among ten Thouſand to our Souls, 
Thus the Godly love Gop above all earthly Conlide- 
rations, and in the higheſt Degree. . 
' The Love of Go p, ſays a pious Writer, #s of ſo noble 
a Nature, that the Mediocrity, which in other Paſſions 
is an Excellence. is here an Imperfeftion. The Man, after 
Go p's own Heart, is not afraid to.own to his Maker an 
Ardency of Love, which he expreſſes by the ftraificant Me- 


taphor of Thirſt, My Saul is athirſt for G o p, & Oi her 
Paſſions like other Rivers, are beſt liked, when they flow 
withia their wonted Banks; but the Love of Go p, as 
of the River Nile, the Overflowins makes it the more 

welcome. 85 | | 
The Royal Prophet indeed diſcovers often a fervent 
Love to, and Deſire after, the Enjoyment of G o p's holy 
Preſence : So he no leſs eſteemed his Precepts ; agreea- 
ble to what our bleſſed Loxp ſaid in Afcer-ages to his 
Diſciples, If ye love me keep my Commandments. ] hate, 
ſays David, vain Thoughts, but thy Law do | love; for 
how {weet are thy Words to my Taſte © Yea, ſweeter than 
Honey to my Meath. I love thy Commandments above 
Gold, yea, I eſteem them above fine Gold, Thy Teſtimonics 
have I taken for an Heritage, for they are the Rejoicing 
of my Heart Thy Tefticnonies are my Delight, and my Ceun- 
ſd ors. I delight to do tiy Mill, O my God. yea, thy Law 
 1Swithin my Heart, Pſalm cxix. Lhe Apoſtle Paul alſo 
delighted in the Law ot Go p after the inner Man: Aud 
agreeably, the Righteous, in all Ages, decline not from 
| - the 


169 ] 
the Commandments of his Lips, but eſteem the Words 
of his Mouth more than neceſſary Foo. 
But let none imagine, that tho' it is our Duty to loye 
Go p with all our Heart, Soul and Strength, above ever 
Conſideration, and with the greateſt Ardency, that this 
Injuct ion claſhes with, or hinders our exerting this Duty of 
Love in it's full Force. in every natural and ſocial Relation; 
as it is not the ſame Species of Love with which we love 

God, as that we extend to our Neighbour, Children, 
Oc. For as Gop is an infinitely perfe&t Being, and 
happy in his own Perfections, we cannot add to his Happt- 
neſs by wiſhing well to him; therefore we cannot love him 
with the Love of Benevolence or Beneficence, with which 
we love our Neighbour, E2c. but with the Love of De- 
ſire, deſiring to be with him, and to partake of his Ful- 
neſs, agreezable to what the Royal Prophet ſpeaks, One 
Thing have I deſired, and that will I ſeek after, that I 
may dwell in th: Houſe (or Preſence) of the Loxp for 
ever ; to behold the Beauty of the LoxD, and to worſhin 
in his Temple / — A religious Hul, ſays one, may obey the 
Command of loving Go p entirely, tho' ſhe allows her 
Aﬀeftions other Objects, provided they be kept in a due 
Subordination, and from entering Into Competition with 
that Love which onght to be appropriated to Go p. 

The Apoſtle Peter loved Go p above all earthly Conſi- 
derations, when he refuſed to obey the High Prieſt, who 
charged him with the other Apoſtles, that they ſhould 
not teach in the Name of CxzrsT: He anfwered and 
ſaid, Ne onght to obey Go p rather than Man. Tho' in 
ſo doing they incurr'd the Diſpleaſure ot Men, and were 
in Danger of loſing not only their Liberty, but even their 
Lives; nevertheleſs, ſay they, wwe cannot but ſpear the 
Things which we have ſeen and heard (and tor which 
Purpoſe we have been immediately commiſſion'd by our 
great Maſter himſelf) viz. That by us Repentance and 
Remiſion of Sins ſhould be preach'd in his Name among all 
Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. _ 9 
And the Apoſtle Paul expreſſes the greateſt, as well as 
the moſt fervent Love to GO p, when he thus quer ies, 
No (or what Conuderation) all ſeparate us 1 the 
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Live'of Gor in Crrist Jesvs onr Lonn ? Shall Tri- 
Bulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Pe- 


7H, or Sword &, No; in all theſe Things we are more than 


Conquerors thro' Caxist, who hath loved us There 
fore I am per ſuaded, that either Life nor Death, nor An- 
"gels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, 
* nox Things to come, nor Heights (of Proſperity) aur Depths 
(of Adverſity) nar any ot her Creature ſpall be able to ſeparate 
us (Chriſtians) from the-Love of Gop, And indeed thoſe 
inferior Intereſts bear no Sort of Proportion to the ſuperior 
Advantage of ſupreme and heavenly Enjoyments; they be- 
ing of fo precious a Nature, enough to engage us to court 
Heaven, at the Rate of rencunting for them all thoſe un- 

manly Seaſualities, and trifling Vanities, for which 30 

eonfaderate Mortals are wont to forfeit the Intereſt their 
Saviour fo dearly purchaſed fer them. 


o = 


And as I have elſewhere ſaid, we may attribute all the 
ſordid Vices and growing Follies, which the Generality of 
People indulge themſelves in, to Inconſideration, as we 
don't enough examine and compare the ſading Enjoy- 
ments of this Life, with the permanent Bleſſings of an 
happy Eternity; if we did, we ſhould ſoon diſcover the 
great Diſproport ion, and willingly part with all ſinful and 
tranſitory Plcaſures. bp | 
And when J haye been reſlecting that Vice and Luxury, 
in every Branch of it, abeunds not only in Great-Britain, 
where 1 have ſo lately, and fo frequently, lamented this 
epidemical Diſorder, among People, who nevertheleſs aſ- 
ſume the Title of Chriſtians, and Diſciples of Cuxrrsr, 
without rememb'ring, that all who take that ſacred 
Name upon them, muſt depart from all Iniquity. (CHRIST 
came to redeem us from all Sin, and to purity to himſelf 
a peculiar People, Zealous of good Works )] ſay, when 1 
have obſerved that Vice, Scftueſs, Efteminacy and Luxury, 
of molt Kinds, has every where town its noxious Seeds, 
which flouriſh in moſt Climes or Countries, my Soul 
ſhrinks at the Thought of the Poſſibility, not to ſay Pro- 
bability and Danger ( ithout timely Repentance and A- 
mendment of Lite) of careleſs, negligent and voluptuous 
Sinners, being precipitated from a Lite of Eaſe, Security 


* 
+ + 


lancholy Bemoanings, and bitter Cries aud Complaiuxs, 
1 — 5 . o* > a7 36 + f l 1110 1 1 L 
will be far different from the melodious Strains of Nr 
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my Heart, 1 found Mluſſek ſtood in my Way, and 1 con- 
ſicler d it only 4 an Amuſement, which detain'd me from 
more ſblid and uſeful Thoughts and Reflections: In ſhort, 
it became ſo burthenſome to me, that I could not petform 
any of my airy Leſſons, which had been uſual, as well as 
pleaſing to me: And on further Conſideration it appears 
ro me to be a merely ſenſual, and not an intellectual Plea... 
ſure (as ſome would fondly aſſert) therefore I quitted the 
Study, as well as Practice of it, for what I now eſteem a 
more uſeful, profitable and rational Science, viz. The 
Study and Knowledge of my own Heart, which I have 
found worth all T Knew of the qther ſeven. But further, 
on petuſing the ſacted Writings, I do not remember to 
have read of one Chriſtian Mulician in all the New- 
Teſtament: And in reading the Old, it appears that the 
Prophet Amos, deſcribing the Wantonneſs of the Children 
of Mracl, and enumerating the many Inftances of their 
Luxury, be mentions Mulick as a Mark of Levity and 
Wantonneſs; They chant, ſays he, to the Sund of the 
Viel, and invent io thenſelves Inftruments of Mu/ick like 
David; but they are nt grieved for the Aflittion of Joſeph. 
And the Prophet I/aiah denbunces a We againit them ; 
adding, the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and 
Wine, are in thei 7 % 3 tut they regard net the Work 
ie Loxv, wether. do they confeder -the Operation of 

_ bis Hands; not being moved with the Calamities of the 
ſuftering Part of Mankind, ſo long as they can enjoy Eaſe 
as EPS nin 5 
And now heat what the Biſhop of Cambray ſays on the 
Subject of Mulick. As for Mulick, it is well known, 
© that the Ancients believed nothing more pernicious'to a 
© well regulated State, than to ſuffer” an effeminate Me- 
©lody to be introduced into it: It enervates Men and 
« renders their Souls foft and voluptuous: Languiſhing 
Strains are only pleaſant, becauſe the Soul gives itſelf 
© up to the Charms of the Senſes ; and this, adds he, was 
© one of their moſt important Policies.“ Plato, in the like 
Manner, * ſeverely rejects all the ſoft Airs of rhe Aa- 
tick Muſick; and with much greater Reaſon Chriſtians 
© who never ought to feek Pleaſure for Pleaſure's Sake, 
: | | © ought 


FS | 


FRF | 
_ ©/6ught ſurely to have an Averſion for thoſe poiſon'd Al- 
%% /// 
I have been the larger in my Obſervatibns on Diver- 
ſions and Recreations, which, by moſt People are conſi- 
der'd as innocent Amuſements; as they ſeem to be moſt 
hurtful and dangerous. Many Inconveniences, as well as 
unlawful Things, creep into the Hearts and Conduct of 
People, under the ſpecious Title of Harmleſs Pleaſures. 
Poole, in his Annotations on the Bible, tells us, when 
diſeourſing on the Lawfulneſs of earthly Enjoyments, Tis 
© to be fear d, more Souls miſs of Heaven and Happineſs, 
© by indulging and allowing themſelves in Things deem'd 
© lawful, than by committing groſs and enormous Evils; 
. © theſe, many ſhrink at with Horror; but thoſe Things 
© confider*d lawful, wh ich ſometimes becomes circumſtan- 
* tially unlawful, and Pleaſures term'd innocent, are uſed 
© and embraced without Fear or Caution; and, with all 
© their Train of miſchievous Conſequences,” 8 
For this Reaſon I have alſo dwelt the longer on Pride 
in Apparel; yet I am not inſenſible that it appears in 
many other Forms beſides that, or what I am going to 
mention, Viz. LE | 8 ; 
That all true Chriſtians conſider it as an Evil, when it 
diſcoyers itſelf in Houſes, Equipages, Furniture, or our 
Tables: As one who is endued with the Chriſtian 'Virtue 
of Humility, diſcovers it in every A&ion, or Thing; that 
he has the ordering and conducting of: Always keeping 
in Memory the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Pan, He that 
ſftrives ſor the Maſtery, or runs ſo as to obtain, is tempe- 
rate in all Things. And as he is temperate in the Uſe and 
Enjoyment of the Things of this Lite, ſo is a true 
Chriſtian moderate in his Deſires and Purſuits after worldly 
Riches and Profits; he makes not Haſte to be rich; his 
greateſt Concern and principal Care, agreeable to our 
Lox p's Direction and Advice, is, Firff to /eekthe King- 
dom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs ; to lay up a good 
Foundation againſt the Time to come ; a permanent In- 
heritance, which fadeth not away : And as Heaven 1s the 
End of his Hope and Deſires, he is careful to lay up 
Treaſure there; uſing the 1 TIS of the 
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Things of this Life, with as little Concern, and as much 
Indifference, as if he uſed them not, for this great and 
good Reaſon, -..*. Becanſe. the Faſhion of them paſſeth 
away!“ On the contrary, how do we obſerve the ſordid 
Worldling, purſuing. with , Eagernefs, Solicitude and 
Warmth, . the periſhing Riches. of this Life? And, in 
direct Oppoſition to our Lox v's Precept, they ſeek firſt, 
and principally, the Things of this World, which he ex- 
horts us not to be greatly anxious of. thoughtful about; 
but to ſuch as ſeek firſt his Kingdom, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs thereof, he aſſures, us, all theſe Things (that are 
needful for our Support) hall be added. i ve 
Nevertheleſs, when we come to reaſon with People, of 
this Character, who, fo ready to confeſs, and aſſent to the 
following Truths? That as we are in this uncertain, and 
paſſing Situation, tis great Folly and Stupidity, to be 
over anxious and immoderate in our Pur ſuits after Wealth, 
or to be ſo very careful as ſome are, in making large Pro- 
viſion for theſe mortal Bodies; laying up Goods for many 
Lears; whereas we have no continuing City here; that 
tis 1 for all Men once to die, and we know not 
how foon we ſhall be ſummon'd to Judgment, to render 
an Account of the Deeds done in thoſe frail Bodies. 


Let what has been Matter of Aſtonifhment to me, is, that 


this very Body, which People profeſs in Words to make 
ſa. little Account of, when they reflect on the Shortneſs of 
its. Continuance here in this Life, engroſſes the whole 
Cre: What we ſhall eat, what we fhall drink, and 
wherewith ſhall we be cloathed ? appears to be the, 
chief Concern of the Generality of Mankind. Not that 
I think the. Body ſhould be excluded from a neceſlary and 
Proper Proportion of our Care and Dilligence; as it would 
be abſurd and irrational to ſuppoſe our Bodies can ſubſiſt 
without ſuitable Care and Proviſion: On the contrary, it 
is every Man's indiſpenſible Duty to provide a Subſiftance 
for himſelf and his Houſhold; fuck, who do not, are con- 
ſider d by the Apoſtle worſe. than Infidels; having, by 
this Neglect, denied their Faith in CuRxIs TIR; but then 
let it be a rational, moderate and Chriſtian Care; let the 
Thin gs appertaining to this Life have their juſt and pro- 
E n 3 - | per 
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per Place in vir Aflections; and not rebellioully and tig 
naturally uſurp an Authority Almighty Wiſdom thought 
fit to inveſt his Creature Man with, at the Tinte when | 
he preſented him with the Creation, and put it under his 
Sabje&tion, © ſaying, Huve tho Dontinion over every 
Thing, 8c. and ſubdue the Earth. Here was all ſub- 
linaty and catthly Objects placed under our Feet; that 
the Cteatures were, by the W ifdom and Order of Go D, 
placed in Subordination and Subje&ion to us, to be our 
Levant, not our Lords (that our Redſon ſhould rule 
them, not they govern” our Reaſon), which they imme- 
diately become, when we make an unlawful and impro- 
per Uſe of them; and which we certainly do, when we 

— them to fulfil the ſinful Luſts and Vanities of the 
And further, is it not Matter of Wonder and Amaze- 
ment, Compaſſion and Lamentation, to obſerve ſo little 
Proviſion made for, or Concern employ'd about the immor- 
tal Soul, which muſt abſolutely and certainly have an eter- 
nal Exiſtence, either in Bliſs . or Miſery? And though 
many who ptetend to Religion and Virtue, acknowledge 
that our r conſiſts in tightly knowing, truly lovin 
and teyerently ſerving the Supreme Being: And that O- 
bedience, Submiſſion and Relignation to his divine Will 
and holy Commands, is the higheſt Point of Wiſdom, 
and indiſpenſible Duty of all rational Minds; yet how 
ſmall the Proporrioti of thoſe who act agreeable to this 
Confeffion, to thoſe, by far the greater Number, who 
inconſiderately and blindly follow the dark Imaginations 
their own Will and Affections? This Conſideration is in- 
deed a Subject of Mourning to thoſe whoſe Eyes and Un- 
derftandings the Almighty has mercifully oped the 
Hand of his divine Power, and aſſiſted by the Light of 
his Grace, to ſee their own Miſtakes ; and has gratiouſly 
aftorded his holy Aid an Inſtruction, by which they we 4 
enabled to rectify them. Theſe, ſeeing the manifold” 
Dangers all who are in a State of Sin and W | 
G0 p are obnoxious to, are concerned to diſcover and, 
point ont the dangerous Rock ſuch muſt inevitably fall 
on if they contintie to pur ſue the peritous Courſe of = 
2 and 
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and Folly; and to mark out, as far as they are enabled, 
the Way and Means by which they may eſcape the Pollu- 
tion of, and Puniſhment due to Sin; and obtain A+ 
ceptance with the Almighty, viz. © Repentance towards 
God, Faith in Jas us Chars r, and, by the Aſſiſtance 
of his holy Spirit, a conſtant and conſiſtent Walking in 
the Paths of Virtue and Holineſs: For we are not ſo 
ignorant as not to know, that his Will concerning us 
is our Sanctification: And that we may not be led aſtray, 
nor be deceived by the grand Adverſary of our Squl's 
Happineſs, our merciful and benign Creator, knowing 
our Weakneſs and Inability to perform any good Act ion, 
or to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation, by any Strength or 
Power of our own, without the Inſtruction, Aid and Af- 
ſiſtance of his Almighty Arm, has provided us a Leader 
and Conductor, who is mighty to ſave, and able to de- 
liver to the Uttermoſt, all Who come to him with full 
Faith in his Power, We muſt, as the blind Man did 
(who came to Cugrs r to have his Eyes open'd) believe 
that he is able to do the ſame great Work tor us in a ſpi- 
ritual Senſe, which he perform'd for him in a natural; and 
alſo ſay, with the Leper, Lord, if thou wilt, thou cant 
make me clean; and as Cu RTS T's Office was alſo to open 
the Priſon Doors, and to let the Captives go free: All you 
who may be in cruel Bondage, held in Captivity by Sin 
and Satan, as it were, by Chains of groſs Darkneſs, if 
you are but willing to be releaſed from this Slavery, apply 
to CHRIST, who is able to bind the ſtrong Man armed, 
to ſpoil his Gdods, and'to expel him out of your Hearts. 
Are you willing to be free? CHRIST our Loxp proclaims 
a Near of Jubilee, wherein he is ready and willing to ſet 
Jon free on eaſy Terms, viz. © Love and Obedience to, 
his Will, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom; for if CyrIsT 
make you free, then ſhall you be free indeed ; when the 
Lay of the Spirit of Life in ChRITSH Jes vs hath made. 
you free from the Law of Sin and Death, and brought 
you into the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God ; 
glorious Privilege indeed! Behold the ſtupendous Love of. 
the Father, and the Dignity he beſtows upon © thoſe that 
te are led by his Spirit, that they {hall be called the Song 
12 N of 
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& of Gol and if Sons, then Heirs; Joint-Heits- with 
* CxR1$ST; Rom. vii. 14, 17. of the Kingdom he hath 
promiſed to them, that love and obey him. And permit 
me to aſſure you, from my own happy Experience; (which 
I would. always mention with Humility and Reverence, 
neyer, J hope, forgetting, that what I am, I am % the 
Grace of Gop) © That whoſoever looketh into this per= 
<< te& Law of Liberty, and continueth therein, this Man 
*© ſhall be bleſſed in his Deed, Ia. i. 25. For the Ef- 
fect of Obedienee to the Royal Law of Gop, is Quietneſs 
and Aſſurance for ever; which will afford us a well-ground= 
ed Hope of. Acceptance with the Almighty, agreeable to 
the Apoſtle; - Beloved, if our Hearts condemn us not, 
<< then have we Confidence towards Gop,-1 John iii. 21.“ 
And the Reaſon he aſſigns is, © Becauſe we keep his 
“ Commandments, and thus is his Commandment, That 


% we ſhould believe on the Name or Power of his Son 


« CnRTIS T Iespg, ver. 23. And you know that he 


was manifeſted to take away our Sins. But if any one ask, 


How ſhall I apply to CasisT, or where ſhall I go to 


meet with Him; ſince ſome ſay, Lo, here is CuRTST! 


and others, Lo, be is there! 


Hear now where the Apoſtle Paul directs all ſuch En- 
quirers; “ Say not in thine Heart, who ſhall: aſcend into 
Heaven? that is, to bring Cux Is H down from above: 
* Or who ſhall deſcend into the Deep? that is, to bring 


*© CxRIsT again from the Dead (for the Righteouſneſs 
** which is of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe) The Word is 
e nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart, th ar 
ce is the Word of Faith which we preach, Rom. x. 6, 
f, 7rH+ of 2 ley ee eee 

And this is the Law and new Covenant the Prophet 


Jeremiah toretold Gop would make with his People, 


which. in theſe latter Days, or Goſpel-Diſpenſation, our 
great Legiſlator puts into the Hearts of Mankind, and 


writes in the moſt ſecret Receſſes of our Conſciences; in- 
{trufting us more immediately in our Duty, and ſay ing 
to the Unrighteous and Diſobedient, Thus is the Way, 
not that which thou art walking in, of Sin and Folly ; 

but this is the Way, the Way of Rightcouſucls tun. 
| | _T 
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© and-Obedience to all Goy's Commands; ſor the Com- 
e mandment is a Lamp, and the Law is Light; and the 
« Reproofs: of I — is the Way to Life, Prov. vi. 
. pr this Way and Light the Righteous are careful to ; 
walk; © the Law of his Gop being in his Heart (if ſtrict- 
© Jy adhered to) none of his Steps ſhall ſlide, Pfalni 
© XXXV11. 3.1.” HOT ee 1062.59 
Jo the Truth and Extention of this Light, or Grace of 
Currst's Holy Spirit, in our Hearts,” this more ſure * 
Word of Prophecy, the Apoſtle Pan} bears ample Teſti- 
mony, as I have elſewhere noted, in theſe Words; The 
Grace of God, that brings Salvation, hath appear 'd to all 
© Men, teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs, and the 
World's Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
© godly in this preſent World, Titus ii. 11, 12. 
With this Teſtimony of the Lignt of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England concurs. © * Gop, hd at this Time 
didit teach the Hearts of thy faithful People, by ſending 
to them the Light of thy Holy Spirit; grant us, by the 
tame Spirit, to have a right Judgment in all Things; and 
evermore rejoice in his holy Comfort. And in the Litany ; 
©t May it pleaſe thee to endue us with the Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit: Let us befeech Gop to grant us true Repen- 
tance, and his holy Spirit, that thoſe Things may pleaſe 
him that we do at preſent, and that the reſt of our Lives 
may be pure and holy.” 5 Foraſmuch, O God, as with- 
out thee we are not able to pleaſe thee, grant that thy holy 
Spirit may, in all Things, rule our Hearts; and becauſe 
of the Weakneſs of our Mortal Nature, we can do no 
good Thing without thee, grant us the Help of thy Grace, 
that, in keeping thy Commandments, we may pleaſe thee 
both in Will and in Deed. 2X8 0 | 
Therefore as the || Diſcourſes and Prayers of others 
abound with "Teſtimonies to the Neceſſity of Chriſtians 
being led and guided, and influenced by the Spirit or 
Grace of Gop; which we ſometimes expreſs by the Scrip- 
ture and ſignificant Metaphor of Light; Why ſhould this 
44 | | | Doctrine, 
„Col. Whit. Sun. + Abſolution, 8 Col, 19 Sund. Trin. 
|} Archbiſhop 77/tſen's Sermons, | 
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Doctrine, ox theſe Terms, be conſidered and ridiculed as 
Abſurdities in our Words and Writings; ſince we under- 
ſtand and uſe them in the fame Senſe and Acceptaion, and 
pray for the Illumination and Aid of the holy Spirit, ſor the 
{ame good Purpoſe, viz. To give us a right Fudgment in 2» 
all Things? And we know that the Son of Gon is come, 
and hath given us an Underſtanding. © We know that he 
is come, by the Giſt of his holy Spirit ſent into our 
© Hearts; which ſhews us all that we do, or ever have 
done This is He of a Truth, whom the Prophets and 
primitive Chriſtians bore Teſtimony to: By his Heart- 
« ſearching Power we know him; nor can we miſtake him 
© tor another: And as He thus knows the Secrets of all. 
Hearts, and will judge them with righteous Judgment, | 
in the Day Gop has appointed for it; the only Way for 8 
© us to be happy here, as well as hereatrer, is to obey the d 
Dictates of this moſt holy Gift; and refrain from every | 
© Thing it reproves for; and we, as well as thoſe in the 
© Apoltle's Time, ſhall feel the Peace of Gon to fill our 
Hearts and Minds. This holy Gitt therefore is the Power 
of Godlineſs, which the Apoſtle forefaw- ſome would 
© deny, tho? they retain'd the Form of it: To deny there- il 
© fore this Influence, is to deny one of the eſſential Bene- N 
© fits of Cyrx1sT's Death and Mediation; for he leading 
« Captivity Captive, that is, the Power of Hell, Death, 
© and the Grave, aſcended up on high, and mediated and _ 
© obtained theſe divine Gifts for Men; and as the Grave is 
could not hold Captive the Body of this holy One, ©  . ii 
© neither can the Heaven of Heavens contain or limit his 1 
© ſpiritual Influence; by which his Miniſters and Servants 
receive Power, Knowledge and Wiſdom. Men may, 
© with as good a Grace, go about to deny. the Influence of 
© the Sun by its Light and Heat, as that of Gop upon Wl. 
© Man. But poor, proud, finite Man, becauſe he cannot Wl 
© comprehend the Mode and Manner of it, would as pre- 1 
ſumptuduſly as 1njuriouſly (to himſelf) deny it. Where- 
© as he can't ſo much as underſtand or comprehend the 
© Manner of the natural Sun's emitting its Rays of Light 
and Heat, tho' he daily fees and teels the Neceſſity 
* and Benetit of them: How. much more ſtupenduouſiy 
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© ſublime and incomprehenſible is the Diffuſiori of the 


holy Spirit! Tis fufficient for us finite Creatures, to 


feel the Effects of it, as we do of the Sun, without com- 
, tay = the Manner of its Emanation. As the 
powerful Operation and Motions of Gon's Spirit, quick- 


* ning the Heart towards Gop, are compared to the blow- 


ing of the Wind]; for as it is by the Wind, Man per- 
celves the Effect of it, that there is ſuch a Thing, and 
that it does blow; yet his Power cannot reſtrain it; nei- 
ther can his Reaſon reach to know whence it riſes, or 
how far it comes, or how far it reaches. However, it 
© is fit to be obſerved; that Gop does not act by a coer- 
cive or compulſive Power; but as he has given Men ſpi- 
ritual Gifts, ſo he has given them ſpiritual Faculties to 
* uſe them, as well as natural Ones: But if Men will not 
* hear, the Confequence as naturally follows, as in any 
other Caſe, Gop remaining invariably the ſame, and 
vwithout the leaſt Shadow ot turning. 
I ſhall now produce another Teſtimony to the Truth of 
the Operation of Gop's Spirit in Man, which the Arch- 
biſhop of Camiray gives us in the following Words; By 
© Scripture'ris certain that the Spirit of Gop dwells in us; 
© that it acts there, that it prays there continually, that it 
© groans there, deſires there; that it asketh for us, what 
* we know not how to ask for ourſelves; that it excites us, 
* animares us, ſpeaks to us in Silence, ſuggeſts all Truths 


to us, and unites us to itſelf, that we become one Spirit 


* with Gop: This is what Scripture teacheth; this is what 
the Doctors, who are fartheſt off ro inward Life, cannot 
but acknowledge: And yet, notwithſtanding their Prin- 
ciples, we always fee by their Practice, that they ſup- 
© poſe the outward written Law, or, at moſt, a Light 
* drawn from Scripture and Reaſon, to be what enlightens 
* us inwardly; and that it is not our Reafon afterwards 
© which acts of itſelf by that Inſtruction. Theſe Men ſet 
not enough by the inward Teacher, the holy Spirit, 
© who does all in us; he is the Soul 6f. our Souls; we can- 
© nat frame a Thought, or create a Deſire, but thro? him. 
© Alas! how great is our Blindneſs! We make Account as 
if we were by owſzlyes in this inward Sanctuary; but, on 
| | | the 
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« the contrary, Gon is there more nearly than we our- 
« ſelves are, Perhaps: you will ſay to me, What then, 
© are we all inſpired? Yes, without Doubt; but not as 
© the Prophets and Apoſtles were. Without the actual 
c Inſpiration of the Spirit of Grace, we can neither ber 
c lieve, will, nor do any Good. We are therefore al- 
< ways inſpired; but we ſtifle this: Inſpiration contingal- 
ly. Gop ceaſesnot to ſpeak; but the Noiſe and Hur. 
< ry of Things without, and our Paſſions within, deaſen 
© us and hinder us from hearing Him. We muſt ſilence 
< every Creature, and our ſelves too, to hear in a protound 
© Stillneſs of Soul, the inexpreſſible Voice of CHRIST, 
the Bridegroom of our Souls. We mult liſten diligent- 
© ly; for tis a very Still and Soft Voice, which is not 
to be heard, but by ſuch as hearken to nothing elſe. 
O how ſeldom is the Soul ſilent to let God ſpeak! 
The leaſt Whiſper of our vain Deſires, or of Self- love, 
* attentive on Self, confounds all the Words of the Spirit 
© of Gon. We hear plainly what he ſpeaks, and that 
© he asks for ſomething; but we don't perceive what it 
© is; and very often we are contented not to undetſtand 
© it. The leaſt Reſerve, the leaſt Regard for Self, the 
< leaſt Fear of underſtanding too plainly, that God asks 
© for more than we care to give Him, diſturbs this in- 
© ward Voice. Shall we wonder then that ſo many, and 
© even pious Perſons, but full of amuſing Thoughts, vain + 
© Deſires, worldly Wiſdom, and Confidence in their own 
Virtues, can't hear it; but take this inward Voice to 
© be a Chimera of Fanaticks! Alas, what do they mean 
* by ſuch ſcornful Language? To what Purpoſe would 
© the outward Expreſſions of Teachers be, and even of 
© the Scriptures themſelves, if it were not for the inward 
© Voice of the Holy Spirit; which gives the other all 
its Efficacy. The outward Words of the Goſpel itſelf, 
© without this living, efficacious Word within, would be 
but an empty Sound. Tis the Letter that killeth, but 

< the Spirit giveth Life. O Eternal and All- powerful 
Word of the Father! tis thou who ſpeakeſt in the very 
* Bottom of our Souls. The Words that proceeded out 
* of the Mouth of cur — when upon the 3 
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* had not been productive of ſo much Virtue and ſo great 
Fruits, but becauſe they were animated by this Word 
of Life, which is the Word himſelf, Boe 
This made Peter ſay, Lox p, to whom ſhall we go? 
Thou haßt the Words of eternal Life! Therefore it is 
not the exterior Law or Rule of the Goſpel, which 
God lets us ſee by the Light of Reaſon and Scripture ; 
*tis his Spirit that ſpeaks, that teaches, that operates 
© in; and animates us; fo *tis the Spirit that worketh in 
© us, both to will and to do what is good; as 'tis our 
© Soul that animates our Body, and regulates its Motions. 
© *Tis certain therefore that we are all inſpir'd continual- 
© ly; that we live not the Life of Grace, but in Propor- 
© tion as we partake of this inward. Inſpiration. Theſe 
© Poſitions and Principles being laid down, it muſt be ac- 
© knowledged, that Gop ſpeaks continually in us: He 
© ſpeaks in harden'd and impenitent Sinners; but they be- 
ing ſtunn'd, as it were, by the Noiſe of the World, and 
© their Paſſions, cannot hear his Voice; 'tis to them a 
Tale or Fiction: He ſpeaks in penitent Sinners, they 
© feel a Remorſe of Conſcience, and that Remorſe is the 
© Voice of Gop, which reproaches them inwardly for 
© their Sins. When theſe Sinners are effectually reached 
© and ſmitten, they find no Difficulty in underſtanding 
©. this ſecret Voice; for *tis that which ſmites them fo 
<\ ſharply; tis in them the Twwo-edged Sword St. Paul 
© ſpenks of, which divides aſunder Scul and Spirit. 
©: God makes himſelf to be felt, taſted, and obeyed: 
They hear this ſoft Voice, which gently ſmites them 
© 1n the very Secret of their Hearts, and the Heart is ten- 
dered and broken; and that is true Contrition: Gop 
ſpeaks in enlightened and learned Perſons, whoſe Lives 
are to Appearance, exact and regular; but commonly 
theſe Perſons being full of themſelves, hearken too 
much to themſelves, to hear Gop; they reaſon upon 
every Thing, and do all by Rules and Principles of hu- 
man Wiſdom and Prudence; which would be much 
better done thro? Simplicity, and a Docility to the 
Teaching of God's Spirit: Such as theſe appear to have 
more Goodneſs than others; and they have, in a good 
Degree; 
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Degree; but then it is a mixed Goodneſs; they are 
great and big in themſelves, and value themſelves in - 


Proportion to {their va ce) Hr Reaſon; they are al- 
ways ſway' d by their own Counſel, and ſtrong in their 


vealeſt them with Pleaſure to weak and humble Souls! 


Malace, and every other Vice; but behaveſt towards 
others in their own Way: They will have Knowledge, 


"EY We 9. 20, S.. mort Noe 209 GR. | 


Parts, and makeſt them a fort of Heroes; but this is 
not the beſt Portion; there 1s ſomething more hidden 
for thy dear Children; they lean, as 7ohn the beloved 
* Diſciple did, upon thy Boſon. 


c 


If theſe Arguments, drawn from a ſenſible Experience” 
and Feeling of Gop's Operation in the Soul, convince" 
not the Reader; if he be not one of thoſe who think to 


have eternal Life by the Sctiptures, yet will not come to 
T, that they may have Life; he would do well to 
be is not in the State the Author 
RT -ſccking for Gop without, and never 
ICON a SS g 
vwithin.— I tried, ſays he, by col- 


lecting in my Mind all the wonderful Works of Nature, 
to frame an Idea of thy Grandeur; I ſought thee among 


thy Creatures, and did not think of finding thee in my 
own Heart where thou art never abſent. Conſider 
* theſe Things, my Soul, and ſhut the Door of thy ſen- 
© ſual Deſires, that thou mayſt hear what Gop the Lox p 
© ſpeaks; and with the Prophet Samuel ſay, Speak Lox p 
© for thy Servant heareth. Let not Moſes, nor any of 
the Prophets ſpeak; but do thou rather ſpeak, O 
© Logp Gov, the Inſpirer and Enlightener of all the 
© Prophets! for thou alone, without them, canſt perfect- 
© ly inſtruct me; but they without thee, can profit no- 
© thing They ſound forth Words, but cannot give 


Spirit; they ſpeak well, but if thou be ſilent, they in- 


* flame not the Heart; they teach the Letter, but thou 
© openeſt the Senſe; they bring forth Myſteries, but thou 
1 2 Aunlock- 


own Eyes, and Opinion. O my Gop, I thank thee 
with Jxs us CuxrrsrT, that thou hideſt theſe Secrets 
from the Wiſe and Prudent in their own Eyes, but re- 


Tis only Children thou art familiar with; Children in 


and other ſplendid Virtues; thou giveſt them ſhining - 


— 
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t unlockeſt the Meaning of them; they declare thy Com- 
© mandments, thou helpeſt us to fulfil them; they ſhew 
© the Way, thou giveſt Strengk to walk in it; they act 
© outwardly upon us, but thou enlightens and inſtru&s 
© the Heart; they Water, but thou giveſt the Increaſe; 
© they ſtrike the Ear with Words, thou giveſt Under- 
© ſtanding to the Heart.?“ J . 

Thus, my dear Fellow-mortals, I would hope by this 
Time you are all ſenſible that you have a Portion of Grace 
or Light, which has manifeſted Sin and Folly to you 
ſometimes in the Cool of the Day, when you have been 
a little ſequeſter d from your Diverſions; liſten then, I 
beſeech you, to its Voice; it will ſpeak, as I faid before, 
as never Man did; it will tell you all you have done, 
and continue to reprove you when you do amiſs. This 
is the Voice of that Prophet which Moſes told the 
Children of Hyrael would be raiſed up amongſt them: A 
Prophet ſhall the Lox D your Gop raiſe up unto you, of 
gour Brethren, like unto me, him (hall you hear in all 
Things. And whoſoever will not hear this Propher, he 
hall be cut off from among the People, Acts iii. 2 

Hearken, I beſeech you, to his Voice; receive him in 
his ſpiritual Appearance; kiſs the Son while he offers his 
Grace, leſt he be angry, and cut you off in the great Sin 

of Unbelief, in his Power to cleanſe you from all Un- 
righteouſneſs. FEE HILLS, 

I don't purpoſe to particularize or conſider ſingly every 
Sin the corrupt Nature of Man is liable to ; yet as there 
have ſeveral Iniquities occurred to me which I haye no- 
ticed ; ſo I ſhall, as it now preſents to my Underſtand- 
ing, make a brief Obſervation on that black and cruel 
One, of Detraction, eſpecially as I have often obſerved 
how many fall into this Miſchief inconſiderately, without 
thinking it of ſo cruel and evil a Nature as it really is; 
this noxious Weed being the Product of moſt Countries, 
J can't forbear putting you in Remembrance how many 
able Pens have been employed, to eradicate it, by Rea- 
ſons and Arguments, ſufficient abundantly to convince 
us of its hurtful Nature, and give us a juſt Abhortence of 
it; as an Injury done to our Neighbour ſeldom fails to re- 

e | | | coll 
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coil upon our ſelves at one Time or other; for he that 


diggeth a Pit ſhall fall into it, and he that rolleth a Stone, 
it ſhall return upon him. And as I have noted, this 


Vice has been expoſed to the World long ago, in its 
hideous Forms and cruel Conſequences, I don't here pre- 


ſume to think myſelf capable of painting it in more 
gloomy and diſagreeable Shapes than others have done. 

What I would remark is, That it is to be feared many 
don't peruſe carefully the Scriptures, and other Books, 


on the Subject of Moral, as well as Chriſtian Virtues ; or 


at leaſt do not ſufficiently conſider them; for did we but 
x and juſtly reflect on this Precept of CuzrsrT's, 
hou fhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, One would 
think it might be ſufficient to prevent the Mouth of 
Envy, Malice, Infamy and Detraction, from ever being 
open'd ; and were there but Room for this Reflection in 
any Interval of ſuch Coverſation, how wou'd it ſilence all 
Uncharitableneſs! CxxisT mentions our Love to Gop in 
the firſt Place, and in the ſuperlative Degree; and in 
the next. Love (or Charity) 0 our: Neighbour, as the 
two (moſt material) Commandments (or Points) on which 
depends the Lau and the Prophets. And he has left us 
this InjunEtion, which is ſtiled the. golden Rule, and 
ought to be an inviolable One, Whatſoever yewuld 
that Men ſhould do unto you, do you even the ſame to 
them,” And on another Occaſion. adds he, A new 
N I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 
ther.“ | VII gt. | 
And the Apoſtle Paul recommends to the Romans the 
accompliſhing this Commandment in theſe Words, Owe 


no Man any Thing, but to love one another; Love 


worketh no Ill to his Neighbour ; therefore Love is the 
fulfilling of the Law.” And after enumerating the Laws 
of the ſecond Table, he ſubjoins, © If there be any other 
Commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this, Thou 
ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf,” But if ye bite and 
deyour one another, take heed that ye be not conſumed 

one of another. | „„ 
The Apoſtle James tells the Believers, if they 
fulfill'd the royal Law according to the 92 
g ou 
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9 —＋ ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, ye do 
well.“ l NAS 8 2 
And the Apoſtle Paul, giving the Romans and Gala- 
tians a Catalogue of the Fruits or Sins of the Fleſh, 
among others he mentions, © Backbiting, Envy, Whif- 
pering, Malice, Emulation, E2c.” And he exhorts the 
Epbeſiaus to put away © all Bitterneſs, Wrath, Clamour 
and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Malice; and be ye kind to 
one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as 

 Gop for CxxrsT's Sake hath forgiven you.“ 

And the Apoftle Peter, dehorting Chrittians from the 
Breach of Charity, ſpeaks after this Manner; Where- 
fore laying aſide all Malice, Guile, Hypocriſy, Envy, 
and all Evil-ſpeaking, by which you will become as 
new-born Babes (innocent and pure) fitted to receive (or 
2 the fincere Milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
ne y."7 5 | ; | 

And next let us obſerve; how that St. Paul exalts 
this Love to Gop, and Charity (or Love) to our Neigh- 
bour, above all other Gifts and Virtues : © Tho' I 
ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and Angels, and have. 
not Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or a tink- 
ling Cymbal. Tho' I have the Gift of Prophecy, and 
underſtand all Miſteries and Knowledge; tho' 1 have 
Faith, fo as to remove Mountains and have not Cha- 
rity, I am nothing. And tho? I beſtow all my Goods 
to feed the Poor, and tho? I give my Body to be 
burned, and have not Charity (if I don't give and 
ſuffer from rhis Principle of Love to Gop) and my 
Neighbour) it profiteth me nothing. Charity or Love 
ſaſtereth long, and is kind; Charity envieth not (the 
Happineſs of another) Charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not 

Putted ap, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not 
ner own (Honour or Reputation) is not eaſily provoked, 

thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth 

in the Truth, or (hen any act agreeable to the Goſpel 

of Cn T) beareth all Things, believeth all Things, 
(all the Good ir hears, or can have any charitable 

Grounds to think of others) hopeth all Things (that if 

eur Nelghbour is bad he may mend) cadureth all Things 

Ton (patiently) 
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87 ls 
(patiently) as all Things work together for Good to them 
that love Gop. This Charity never faileth ; but whe- 
ther there be Prophecies they ſhall fail; whether there 
be Tongues they ſhall ceaſe; whether there be Know- 
ledge it ſhall vaniſh away. And now abideth Faith, 
Hope and Charity, but the greateſt of theſe are Cha- 
rity,” as it will continue when Faith ſhall end in Viſion, 
and Hope in Dient ðĩ? F 
And now permit me to recommend to you a ſerious 
Peruſal of theſe, as well as other Paſſages of the Holy 
Records, which were written for our Learning and In- 
ſtruction: And amongſt many which I might mention, 
who has wrote againſt the Sin of Detraction, there is one in 
the Collection called The Lady's Library, worth peruſ- 
ing, as the Argument ſeems founded on Chriſtian Princi- 
ples and Doctrines, and the Reaſoning obvious and con- 
vincing. But ſuffer me now, without Offence, to men- 
tion a Thought I have often had, when I have been re- 
flecting on this Fault in both Sexes. As I endeavour to 
_ Cheriſh a more charitable Opinion of Mankind, than to 
think any Perſon can delight in Evil ſimply as Evil; ſo 
I would tain hope few are of ſo cruel Diſpoſition, as to 
receive a Pleaſure in hearing the Errors and Miſcarri- 
ages of their Neighbours related. And if any be guilty 
ot the ſame Fault, or any other, our Brother -may be 
charged with, the Company of others in Evil, will by no 
Means extenuate our Crime, or render ſuch leſs culpable 
in the Sight of Gop, or leſs odious to good Men: But, 
on the contrary (if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion) the 
Confederacy againſt Heaven is the more ſtrengthened by 
the Number of its Enemies, yet tho? they join Hand in 
Hand, they ſhall not go unpuniſhed : However, I have 
put the Conduct of People of this Character on a more 
Charitable and favourable Bottom; for I have conſider d, 
that theſe Sorts of Converſations, or rather Conſpiracies, 
againſt our Neighbour's Fame, proceed from a Defect of 
that ſolid Nouriſhment the Author I have before cited 
ſeems to recommend ; and I have ſometimes thought, 
that it is our Ignorance ot other Matters, and better 
Subjects, which occalions our Neighbour's Conduct to be 
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ſo frequently the Topick of our Converſations; but 1 
wou'd not be underſtood to call in Queſtion the Capaci- 
ties of either Sex, and wou'd only deſire the eee 
giving a Caution againſt the Miſapplication of your Ta- 
lent or Talents. | N 

This appears to me to be the Fault, People's employ- 
their Faculties ſo much, not only on vain, and trifling 
Subjects, but frequently on pernicious and hurtful Things, 
ſo that they have no Room nor Leiſure to attend to more 
uſeful and important Subjects; and as I have ſaid, that 
tho we may not be chargeable with the fame Fault our 
Neighbour may be guilty of, yet the Apoſtle Paul tells us, 
* All Mankind have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the Fa- 
your of Gop ;” and therefore all who have not yet fin- 
cerely repented and amended their Ways, have need of 
Repentance and Forgiveneſs. But if any commit an Evil, 
how are Chriſtians to act in ſuch a Circumſtance ? Are we 
to expoſe, blacken and defame our Brother, or to rejoice 
in his Miſcarriage? No ſurely ; the Goſpel of CHRIST 
and his Minifters teach other Things. fs 

« Brethren, if any be  oyertaken with a Fault, you 
that are ſpiritual (endeavour) to reſtore him; How ? In 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering, © leſt thou thyſelf be 
alſo tempted, let his Miſcarriage excite our Compaſſion 
towards him, and Caution towards ourſelves, and bear 
ye one another's Burthens, and ſo fulfill the Law of 
CHRIST, © Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf;” 
and whenever we call in Queſtion our Neighbour's Con- 
duct, let us remember we are firſt to be ſpiritual ourſelves, 
walking in all 'Gop's Commandments blameleſs : And 
agreeable to the Doctrines and Principles of Cuzisr, 
let us firſt pull the Beam out of our own Eye, and then 
ſhall we ſee clearly to take the Mote from our Brother's. 


And when we are converted then ſhall we be fitted to 
ſtrengthen our Brethren : Thus the royal Pſalmiſt petiti- 


ons the Almighty, © Create in me a clean Heart, O Gop, 
and renew a right Spirit within me: Then will I teach 
Tranſgreſſors thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted 
to Thee.“ | | TT 

I ſhall 


[89] 

1 ſhall now mention another particular Evil, not only 
as I find it greatly blam'd by others, but as. it has often 
been a Subject of Concern to me when I have obſery'd 
this unnatural Conduct, which relates only to the Female 

Part of the World, fo juſtly chargeable on them: Bur 
which I would charitably hope they have not yet many 
of them ſeen, or at leaſt refiected on the great Miſchief 
it produces, both to themſelves and their Osffpring. The 
Fault I mean, is Neglect of Duty, and natural Obliza- 
tion to our helpleſs Infants, which is fo obvious at their 
firſt Appearance in Lite, when we deny them that Nou- 
riſhment Nature has provided for them, and by framing 
ſome inſignfficant Excuſe, forſake and leave them to 
others. + e ee 5 | 

This inhuman Treatment of our tender little Ones, I 
can't help thinking has its Foundation in Pride. Natural 
Affection to our Offspring ſeems blended with our very 
Conſtitution; and it appears to me, we muſt uſe uncom- 
mon Violence to ſeparate it from our Make. But behold 
the Effects of Pride! What Miſchief is there that it is 
not productive of! even a few Weeks after our tender 
Babe beholds the Light, leaſt it ſhould occaſion us ſome 
extraordinary Trouble and Care, or prevent ſome. little 
Delicacy in our Shape or Dreſs, or detain us from mak- 
ing unedifying and impertinent Viſits, Oc. we conſign 
the poor Innocent into the Hands of a. Stranger, to be 
foſter' d by Women, oftentimes, of ſavage Tempers, and 
vile Affections, which, ſfome-are of Opinion, the Intant 
imbibes with its Milk; tho' I can't conceive this, as I 
apprehend we are not Sinners by Conſtitution, but Cor- 
ruption. However, it is manifeſt, and often happens, 
that the Child imbibes an unwholeſome Conſtitution from 
its Nurſe: And, tis the Opinion of ſome, that the 
Death of many an Infant (in other Places at leaſt) may, 
be chargeable on their Parents, on this Score; as allo 
when the Nurſe proves careleſs and negligent in her 
Office; and that this has been a wh the Caſe, few 
will deny: For how can we reaſonably expect that a 
Stranger ſhou'd rake that due and tender Care, and faith- 
tully diſcharge ſo troybleſome an Office, which a Parent, 
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[ 90. ] 
ſuppos d to have a natural Engagement for her Infant, 
declines and refuſes, for this very Reaſon, to take upon 
her. I, who am a Parent, have been filPd with Aito- 
niſhment at the Parent, and Compaſſion towards a Child, 
when I haye beheld the delicate Mother fit unconcern'd 
and unrelenting, at the 'Time her little Offspring has 
been uttering its tender Complaints, and, as it were, 
petitioning the obdurate Parent with its little Eloquence 
of Tears tor its own Support, provided by Nature, with- 
out her Care or Trouble. „ 3 
Dr. Whitby, in ſome Obſervations on Things natural, 
to explain and illuſtrate his Subject, has theſe Words; 
© *Tis natural, ſays he, for a Woman to ſuckle her In- 
© fant, becauſe 5 . has furniſh'd her with proper and 
© ſuitable Means of Nouriſhment for that Purpoſe.” But 
had that Author lived till this Day, he had poſſibly been 
told Nature had changed her Order, and generally with- 
held and denied the common Means. It has often been 
Subject of Reflection to me, when I have obſerved that 
Women pretend they are ſo univerſally diſabled, that 
they are incapable of taking upon them this tender Office, 
and diſcharging the natural Obligation of Suckling their 
Children. The general Plea is, Want of Milk, or Ten- 
derneſs of Conſtitution, which renders them unfit to take 
upon them ſo troubleſome an Office: But as often as I 
have obſerved, examined, and traced ſuch Pretences and 
Excuſes for this Cruelty, I have found (except in ſome 
few Inſtaces) they abſolutely center in Pride and Self- 
love. ay | 
But I only propoſe by this ſhort Remark, to remind 
ſome, and intorm others, that this unnatural Conduct has 
been juſtly condemn'd by Archbiſhop 77//otſon, to whoſe 
Diſcourſes, onthe Education of Children, I would refer you. 
However he (as well as others) does not propoſe Impoſ- 
ſibilities ro any; on the ccntrary, he goes far in ad- 
mitting real and reaſonable Pleas and Excuſes ; but where 
none of theſe appear, he is of Opinion, tis every Wo- 
man's indiſpenſable Obligation to nouriſh her Infant at 
her own Breaſt. His Arguments are brought from Nature, 
Scripture and Reaſon ; and I heartily with every Parent, 
| | En 


= 


1.7 


in this Circumſtance, and of this Character, may peruſe 
them impartially and candidly ; and that they may have 
the good Effect of reſtoring that natural Affection and 
Tenderneſs, in the Female Part of the World, which 
has been ſo long loſt. | 9 


And before I conclude this Obſervation, I ſhall tran= 


ſcribe a Paſſage from a Pamphlet lately printed in London, 
entitled Britain's Remembrancer; wherein the Author 
(whom T have heard is a Nobleman) propoſes a Method 
tor improving the preſent nnhappy Situation of the Na- 
tion and Kingdom of Great-Britain ; and ſhews that tho 
Calamities they are involved in, are the Effects of Vice 
and Irreligion which prevail among the Inhabitants ; 
againſt whom he brings a peers! Charge: And then in a 


particular Addreſs to the 
telling them, That no ſmall Share of the national Guilt is 


omen, he takes the Liberty of 


chargeable on their Account, as ſays he, You have given 
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up yourſelves to Pleaſures, "Theatrical and Muſical En- 
tertainments, to the Neglect not only of all that is 
ſpiritual and ſacred, but alſo of thoſe Domeſtick Cares 
which are your proper Province. The unavoidable 


Effect of a conſtant Purſuit of theſe publick Diverſions, 


muſt be intirely to pervert your Minds from what is 
the only natural Sphere of Womankind, and what they 
were originally intended for, by the Ordination of 
Heaven; who form'd you for the plain and homely, 
but neceſlary and endearing Characters, of a Wife and 
Mother; and that all the various Ornaments of Pride, 
which fill a Woman's fantaſtick Brain, and disfigure the 
native Beauties of her Perſon; and all the giddy Hours 
ſhe paſſes in a Round of guilty Follies, falſely called 
Pleaſure and Diverſion, tend to make her more unfit 
for what Nature deſign'd her. And whenever you aim 
at any thing elſe, than to be dutiful Daughters, loving 
Wives, tender Mothers, prudent Miſtreſſes of Fami- 
lies, faithful Friends, and pious Chriſtians, you aim 
at ſomething quite out of Nature, and beſide the In- 
tention of Heaven in making you rational Creatures. 
Will Vauxhall improve you in Oeconomy and Fruga= 
lity > Or Ranelagb in the domeſtick Arts that make 
5 M 2 f Families 
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< Families happy? Will the ;bombaſtick, Rant of the 


© Play-houſe' furniſh you with Maxims of Prudence? Or 


3 


A 


its obſcene. Ribaldry ſtore your Minds with the Graces 


* 


of Modeſty and Virtue? How long muſt you die away 
eto the ſoft Strains of Muſic, or ſtudy Theatrical Excel- 
© lencies of Stage-Heroes, before you will be the fitter 
© Companions for Men of Senſe? How long muſt you 
practice curling the Hair, fluttering your Fans, and 
© overloading. your Perſons with falſe Ornaments, before 
© your Converſation will be ever new, and ever enter- 


taining to a Husband of Knowledge and Worth.“ This, 


and much more to the ſame Effect, ſays that noble Au- 
thor, to whom I refer you; and ſhall only add what he 
propoſes in general as 7K beſt Expedient to, improve the 
preſent Juncture of Affairs, vis. That every Individual 
endeavour to reform One.“ 3 T% 2 EY 44 n 
I T have ſometimes had a Concern on my Mind to re- 
commend to your Conſideration, the Juſtice and Duty you 


owe to your Children in angther Reſpe& beſide that 1 


have mentioned, vis. The Obligation every Parent is 
under to manifeſt an eſpecial Regard ſor the future 
Happineſs of the Souls of their Children, by a religious 
Cate in their Education: But I have been diſcouraged 
from offering my Sentiments on this Subject, when I con- 
ſider the little Care and Regard too many Parents have 
for their ow-n Souls, whoſe future Well-being appears to 
be much diſtegarded by many, though profeſſing Chri- 


IM don't purpoſe to ſay much on this Subje&t ; yet 


think proper to offer a few Things to your Conſideration, 


which Neuen they may, perhaps, appear trifling to ſome 
at firſt Sig | 


Sight, yet I have ſometimes thought them of 
reater Conſequence, than 1 apprehend many others do. 

Chat Errors in the firit Principles of Education (as well 
as in other Caſes) are dangerous and pernicious, is a re- 
ceived Maxim; for if we ſet out with wrong Means to 
obtain à deſired End, we have not only loſt our own 


Time, but wirh great Difficulty and Labour muſt unlearn 


Upon 


L 930 
U pon reflecting on the Appearances of Anger and Reg 
ſentment, which we find fo early and ſo often glow in the 
little tender Breaſts: of Infants, and the early Propenſities 
Ve obſerve in them to Pride and a Fondneſs ſor Trifles; 
it has appeared to me, they may be gften attributed to the 
ill Example of Parents, Sc. and Errors in their Manage- 
ment from their Infancy; as young Children; we know com- 
monly imitate; and act from the Example of their Parents, 
or thoſe concern'd in the Cate and Education of them. 
_ To fay little of the ſuperfſuous Ornaments of Lace, 
Lace- work, and Ribbands, which the Infant is adorn'd 
with, as ſoon as it comes into the World, as well to 
pleaſe, and gratify the Mother's and Nurſe's Vanity, a8 
that it may be admir'd by the formal and ceremonious ' 
Viſitors ; as ſoon as the Infant is capable of the leait 
Notice, it is immediately preſented with a Number of 
fooliſn Toys, which, though ſome, ſuitably choſen, may 
be proper to give them an Idea of natural Things. yet 
I have thought there are many Trifes preſented and re- 
commended to them as Things of Value and Worth, 
which lead them afterwards;to entertain a Fondneſs for 
Vanities and Toys, that are more expenſive and hurtſul- 
By this Time, ſome little Dawning of Reaſon begins to 
appear in the Child, Care is taken to inculcate the Prin- 
ciples of Anger and Malice, Reſentment and Revenge, as 
the Child is inſtructed to receive every little Contra- 
diction, as an Injury or Affront, which he is to reyenge, 
2 giving the Nurſe the Blow to execute on the Of- 
Next comes in Courſe, to amuſe the Child. a String 
of ile abſurd Sonnets and Ballads, which, as ſoon as itg 
liſping Tongue is able to form Words, is taught to repeat. 
The next Inſtruction is, in a Catalogue ot vain, amu- 
ling Stories, a Relation of Fairy Tales, Hiſtories of 
Giants, Tom Thumbs, and ſuch like Stuff, are the young 
and tender Brains and Capacities of Infants ſtored with; 
as proper Rudiments to fit them for, and introduce more 
ingenious Lies and Romances. a . 5 
The next Thing Children are early inſtructed * bs 
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Families happy? Will the bombaſtick Rant of the 
Play -houſe furniſh you with Maxims of Prudence? Or 
its obſcene Ribaldry ſtore your Minds with the Graces 
© of Modeſty and Virtue? How long muſt you die away 
©to the ſoft Strains of Muſic, or ſtudy Theatrical Excel- 
© lencies of Stage-Heroes, before you will be the fitter 
© Companions for Men of Senſe? How long muſt you 
© practice curling the Hair, Fe your Fans, and 

© overloading. your Perſons with falſe Ornaments, before 

© your Converſation will be ever new, and ever enter- 


taining to a Husband of Knowledge and Worth.“ This, 


and much more to the ſame Effect, ſays that noble Au- 
thor, to whom I refer you; and ſhall only add what he 
propoſes in general as the beſt Expedient to improve the 
preſent Juncture of Affairs, vi. That every Individual 
endeavour to reform One.“ ana” 

© T have ſometimes had a Concern on my Mind to re- 
commend to your Conſideration, the Juſtice and Duty you 


„ 


owe to your Children, in anòther Re ſpect beſide that I 


have mentioned, vg. The Obligation every Parent is 
under to manifeſt an eſpecial Regard for the future 
Happineſs of the Souls of their Children, by a religious 
Dare in their Education: But I have been diſcouraged 
from offering my Sentiments on this Subject, when I con- 
ſider the little Care and Regard too many Parents have 
for their own Souls, whoſe future Well-being appears to 
be much diſregarded by many, though profeſſing Chri- 
I don't purpoſe to ſay much on this Subject; yet 
think proper to offer a few Things to your Conſideration, 


* 


which though they may, perhaps, appear trifling to ſome 
at firſt Sight, yet 1 have ſometimes thought them of 


— 


reater Conſequence, than 1 apprehend many others do. 
Trat Errors in the firſt Principles of Education (as well 
as in other Caſes) are dangerous and pernicious, is a re- 
ceived Maxim; for if we ſet out with wrong Means to 
obtain a deſired End, we have not only loſt our own 


Time, but with great Difficulty and Labour muſt unlearn 
our firſt Rules and Leſſons. | | 


Upon 
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U pon reflecting on the Appearances: of Anger and Reg 
ſentment, which we find ſo early and ſo often glow in the 
little tender Breaſts of Infants, and the early Propenſities 
we obſerve in them to Pride and a Fondneſs for Trifles ; 
it has appeared to me, they may be auften attributed to the 
ill Example of Parents, Sc. and Errors in their Manage- 
ment from their Infancy; as young Childten w- know com- 
monly imitate and act from the Example of their Parents, 
or thoſe concern'd in the Care and Education of them. 
_ To ſay little of the ſuperfluous Ornaments of Lace, 
Lace-work, and Ribbands, which the Infant is adorn'd 
with, as ſoon as it comes into the World, as well to 
pleaſe and gratify the Mother's and Nurſe's Vanity, as 


that it may be admir'd by the formal and ceremonious 


Viſitors;;- as ſoon as the Infant is capable of the leait 
Notice, it is immediately preſented with a Number of 
fooliſh Toys, which, though ſome, ſuitably choſen, may: 
be proper to give them an Idea of natural Things. yet 
I have thought there are many Trifles preſented and re- 
commended to them as Things of Value and Worth, 
which lead them aſterwards to entertain a Fondneſs for 
Vanities and Toys, that are more expenſive and hurtſul- 
By this Time, ſome little Dawning of Reaſon begins to 
appear in the Child, Care is taken to inculcate the Prin- 
ciples of Anger and Malice, Reſentment and Revenge, as 
the Child is inſtructed to receive every little Contra 
dict ion, as an Injury or Affront, which he is to che 
by giving the Nurſe the Blow to execute on the Of- 
Next comes in Courſe, to amuſe the Child. a String 


of idle abſurd Sonnets and Ballads, which, as foon as itg 
liſping Tongue is able to form Words, is taught to repeat. 

The next Inſtruction is, in a Catalogue of vain, amu- 
ſing Stories, a Relation of Fairy Tales, Hiſtories of 
Giants, Tom Thumbs, and ſuch like Stuff, are the young 
and tender Brains and Capacities of Infants ſtored with; 
as proper Rudiments to fit them for, and introduce mor? 
ingenious Lies and Romances. 
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The next Thing Children are early inſtru&ed in, iz 
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Rule and Authority, by reaching, and N them a 
Superiority over Servants. 


A Servant though never ſo judicious and capable of 
knowing what is fit and convenient for a Child, is ne- 
— reſtrained by many Parents from keeping Chil- 
dren in Subjection and Order, or croſſing and diſappoint- 
ing their Will in any Circumſtance this manifeſtly 
teaches the Child a Leſſon of own; rp. which —_ ne- 
ver unlearn all their Lives after. 

The next Cruelty we are guilty 5 to our Children, 18 
Flattery (at the ſame Time by Example or Precept, 
teaching them many little and mean Artifices and equi- | 
vocal Turns, unworthy a rational and generous, to ſay 


nothing of a Chriſtian Mind) this is commonly practiſed 


both by Parents and Servants, by whom Children are in- 
ſtructed, when adorn'd with ali the Pomp and Vanity 
within the Parent's Reach, to ſet an high Value and 
Eſtimation on themſelves, on the Score of their fine 


Clothes, Oc. or the Perfe&ions of their Bodies, and at 


the ſame time they are taught to deſpiſe others, by per- 
ſwading them ther are both finer” and handſomer than 
ſome others. . 

And now to finiſh and odbnpleat: a modern Edutachon, 
it requires the following Accompliſhments, vis. To be 
expert in Dreſs and Dancing, Ombre, or Gaming in ge- 
neral, to be able to make judicious Remarks on Opera 
Airs, and Stage Plays, and to repeat much of the Ribal- 
dry and Prophanity they learn from thence, and reading 


Romances and other pernicious Books. 


Add to all this, the Art of Viſiting, where after thoſe 
preſent are much'flatter*d and complimented, the Ab- 


ſent on the contrary are as CINE! dealt with, 


and ſeverely handled. 
But with reſpect to the religions Education of Chil- 
dren, we do not find many Parents employ much of their 
Time in giving Children an Idea of the Supreme Being, 
ſuitable to their Underſtanding; and as far as their little 
Capacities will admit, inſtruct and inculcate the Princi- 
ples of moral and Chiſtian Duties: On the contrary, the 
Generality of Parents, ſeem to think they have aac, 
ently 


E 
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ently | diſcharged their religious Duty, if they are careful 
their Children are taught to repeat the Duties the Cate- 
chiſm contains; and in the ſame Manner, fay over a Set 


of Words, entitled, Prayers for Children; which they 


neither do nor can underſtand, at the Age they are taught 
them; and which I can't but conſider as great Impiety and 
Irreverence in both Parents and School-miſtreſſes, when 
they teach Children to ſpeak Words, they do not under- 
ſtand, to an Infinite Being; of which they, at the Time 
they are taught them, can have no competent Knowledge, 
ſo as to enable them to addreſs Him at all; much leſs in 
the Terms commonly put into their Mouths. 


* 


The Time I am contin'd to, would fail to enumerate 
every Inſtance the Generality of Parents are culpable in, 
with Reſpect to Injuries they inadvertently and inconſide- 
rately do their Children, in their Infancy, Ec. but I can't 
without a ſeeming Abſurdity, put them in Mind of the 
Juſtice they owe their Children, when, with Concern, I 
obſerve ſo many fail in the Juſtice they owe themſelves, 
by the apparent Neglect ot their own Souls. I deſire 
them to permit me to recommend to each of their ſerious 
Confideratious, the ineſtimable Worth and Value of their 
own immortal Souls, as well as thoſe of their Children: 
For what is a Man profited, if he gain the whole World, 
and looſe his own Soul? Or what ſpall he give in Ex- 
change for his Soul f No Man can give to Gop 4 Ran- 
Jom. for it, ſeeing the Redemption is ſo precious, that it 
ceaſeth for ever (Pſal. xlix. 7.) when once it is loſt. 
' ”Fwould be an inexpreſſible Happineſs, were every one 
ſenſible of this Truth; there would be then Hope that 
they would enter upon the great and neceſſary Work our 
Loxp recommends ;-that is, Firft that our own Tree. 
be made good, and then the Fruit, it will neceſſarily 
produce, will be good alſo.” And when we find a Ne- 
ceſlity of doing. Juſtice to ourſelves, in the great Duty 
and Care of our Souls, we ſhall, I am certain, feel a very 
ſtrong and ſenſible Concern for the real Happineſs of dur 
Offspring. Whether the Education I have been above 
deſcribing is agreeable to Chriſtianity, I leave all Pa- 
rents, in their ſerious Moments, to conſider ; and pro. 
| cee 
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ceed with a Remark on the Time called Chriſtmas; 
which being ſo lately obſerved here, occaſioned me to 
rſue a Reflection I have heretofore had at ſuch Seaſons. 
ſhall firſt mention an Obſervation of Alexander Cruden, 
4 Clergyman (if I miſtake not:) After he has given us a 
Catalogue of the Feſtivals obſerved by the ' Fews, he 
adds; In the Chriſtian Church, se have nd Feftivals 
that appear to have been inſtituted y Cuxisr or his 
Apoſtles 5 Nevertheleſs Chriſtians have always celebrated 
the Memory of 'Cax1s T's Reſurrefion, ' and kept this 
Feaft every Firſt-day of the Neck; which was called the 
Loxp's Day, ſorearly as in St. John's "Time: I was 
(ſays John) in the Spirit on the Lox D's Day. 
However, I intend not here to enquire how, or when, 
this, or any other Feaſt, came to be introduced among 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; but only briefly to ſay, Thoſe 
who obſerve Days and Times, ſhould, as they profeſs, 
obſerve them to che õ,,üͥ lt mt 200. 20 TT 
Lou have a pretty large Account (in Luke) how the 
Birth of the holy Child was uſher'd in. There ere (ſays 
he) Shepherds abiding in the Fields of Judea, near unto 
the Town of Bethlehem ; watching their Flocks by Night. 
And lo the Angel of Gor came upon them, and the Glory 
of the Lon v {bone round them, and they were ſore afraid: 
And the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not, for behold TI 
bring you-glad\Tidings of great Foy which hall be to all 
People For unto you this Day is born, in the City of 
David, a Saviour, which is called CuR TSH the Lon p. 
And ſuddenly there as with the Angel a Multitude of 
Heavenly Hoſts; praiſing Gop, and ſaying, Glory to 
.Gop in the Bigheſt! on Earth Peace, Gocd-will to 
"Men! Then ſaid the Shepherds, lit us now go to Berhle- 
_ hem, and ſee the Things which'is now come to paſs, and 
which the Loxy Hhath made known unto us; and when 
they bad ſeen tho Child, they made known the Saying abroad, 
ani hay that heard, wondered at the Things that were 
rel em hy the Shepherds; who returned gloriſying and 
praifing Gop, for all the Things they had heard and ſeen, 
as'it was told them by the Angel. And when eight Days 
rere accompliſped for the circumciſiug the Child, _— 
1 calle 
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called his Name Ixs us (a Saviour) which was ſo named of 
the Angel before he was conceived in the Noms; tor this 
Reaſon, becauſe he ſhall ſave his People from their Sins. 
Here are Glad-tidings of great Joy to all the People, ex- 
preſs'd with the greateſt Solemniry : For behold ſuddenly 
a great Multitude of hcavenly Hoſts appear'd with the 
Angel, praiſing Gov for his Good-will to Men; by in- 
troducing the Means of Peace on Earth, as Gop is, in 
CxkIsT, reconciling the World unto Himſelf; and 
blotting out the Hand-writing that was againſt them, 
nailing it to the Croſs; and putting Mankind into a 
Capacity of Salyation. | 

And next good old Simeon, who it appears, had been 
waiting for the Conſolation of Iſrael, celebrated the 
Birth of CaxIsT on this wiſe, * Loxp, now letteſt 
Thou thy Servant depart in Peace, for mine Eyes have 
© ſeen thy Salvation, which Thou haſt prepared before the 
Face of all People: A Light to enlighten the Gentiles ; 
and to be the Glory of thy People I/rae!/”? 

Then Anna, the Propheteſs, coming into the Temple, 
© gave Thanks likewiſe unto the Lozxp, and ſpake of 
© CHRIST to all them that looked for Redemption in 
VJrael. „ 

And next we may obſerve how the wiſe Gentiles be- 
haved on this Occalion, when they came from the Eaff 
to Jeruſalem, twelve Days after the Birth of our Lox : 
Theſe Men, tho? they were Heathens, and conſidered him 
as a temporal King (as well as a ſpiritual Saviour) yet 
approach him with no loud and clamorous Acclamations 
of noiſy and frantic Joy; no Drums, Trumpets, nor 


Fiddles; but when they came into the Houſe and faw 


him, proſtrating themſelves, they worſhipped him. | 

And now I wou'd beg Leave to ask the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity, if they, on theſe Occaſions, act conſiſtently 
with themſelves, who tell us their Times call'd Holy-days 
are more eſpecially ſet apart for pious Purpoſes; Are they 
then agreeable to this Deſign employ'd in an Enquiry, 
whether you have any rational Ground to hope you have 
an Intereſt ia the Saviour, whoſe Birth you proteſs to 
commemorate? Do you examine whether your Practice 


keeps 
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keeps Pace with your Profeſſion? Do you live a Life of 
Humility and Holineſs, agreeable to the Example our 
holy Pattern recommends to our Imitation ; who was holy, 
harmleſs, and undefiled, ſeparate from Sin, and Sinners? 
Or, on the contrary, are not theſe Times conſider'd, by 
moſt People, no otherwiſe than Seaſons of Mirth and Jol-_ 
lity? And, as ſuch, are they not chiefly ſpent, by Pro- 
feſſors themſelves, in Feaſting, and Dancing, Jeſting and 
Wantonneſs; not conſidering the Work our Lox D came 
to accompliſh, neither do they regard the Hand of Power 
that would fave them! And among the inferior Claſs of 
People, what but one continued Scene of Drunkenneſs, 
Riot, Debauchery and Madneſs; appears to every com- 
mon Obſerver! Twould be much more beneficial, © That 
the Husbandman ſhould till his Grounds, and the Artiſt 
following or working at his Trade, than that they, 
ſhould be thus idle, or, what is worſe, doing wickedly 
on theſe Occalions, when, by Reaſon of wicked Works, 
they crucify aireſh the Lord of Life and Glory, and 
put him to open Shame! | PTR 

I would once more ask both Profeſſors and Prophane, 
whether Men, Sc. in theſe Circumſtances, can poſſibly 
have any juſt Title to the ſacred. Name of Chriſtianity, 
while they act in direct Oppoſition to the Nature of it? 
And whether this, and ſuch like Converſations, becomes 
the Goſpel of our LoRD and Saviour Jesus CxkisT? 
Examine, I beſeech you, theſe Things ſeriouſly, and ſo- 
lidly ; and I dare venture to ſay, you will find, with me 
(who was once in the Obſervation of Times, c.) that 
all ſuch Rejoicing is Evil; and that the appointed Faſts 
and Feaſts, in the Manner you obſerve them, are an Abo- 
mination to the LoR D, yea, his Soul loaths them! 

I have before told you, that it was not my Intention to 
examine and conſider every particular Tranſgreſſion the 
Controverſy of Gop is againſt, yet I ſhall briefly mention 
the Catalogue of Sins the Apoſtle Paul gives us, and 
which he ſays are the Fruits of the Fleſh, and while Peo- 
ple continue to produce ſach Fruit, they cannot poſſibly 
have an Entrance adminifter*d to them into the Kingdom 
of Gop. Now (fays he) the Works of the Fleſh 

| | 66 are 


K K & M A&a 


o 


1 2.111 


* 


92 
- 


et 


DR OT 


9 
w 


aud ſuch like.” 


ſuch as did not like to retain Gop in Tj, by 
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< are manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, 


© Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 


< Hatred, Varience, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, 


« Hereſies, He Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revelings, 

and ſu And in 1 Cor. vi. To. he adds, © Theft, 
© Covetuouſneſs, Revilings, Extortion, E9c. of which 
„ (fays he) I have told you in Time paſt, that they 


< which do ſuch Things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 


of Gop.” And in the firſt of Romans, he deſcribes 


theſe Marks or Characters, "That they were filled with 
** all Unrighteouſneſs, as Fornication, Wickedneſs, Co- 
** vetuouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, full of Envy, Murder, De- 
bate, Deceit, Malignity; that they were Whiſperers, 


* Backbiters; Haters of Gop, deſpiteful, proud Boaſters, 
Inventors of evil Things, diſobedient to Parents, 


« without Underſtanding, Covenant Breakers, without 
ce natural Affection, implacable and unmerciful.” And 


to make the Contraſt or Oppoſition of ſuch Things to 


the Spirit of Chriſtianity the more apparent and obvious, 


he immediately oppoſes the Works or Fruits, which the 


Spirit of CxRIS＋ produces in his People, who follow its 
Leadings and Directions: Bur the Fruit of the Spirit, 
<« is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Good- 
cc neſs, Faith, Meckneſs, Temperance, Galatians, v. 22. 
*© And the Wiſdom which is from above (or from Gop) 


is farſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be en- 


< treated, full of Mercy, and good Fruits, without Par- 
ce tiality, and without Hypocriſy, James iii. 17. After 
the Apoſtle had been enumerating the Sins of the Gentiles, 


Oc. which had been prevalent among them before their 


Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith;“ Such (ſays he) in 
<« time paſt were ſome of you; and he tells the Epheſi- 
ans, You hath Crz1sT quicken'd, who were dead in 
© 'Treſpaſles and Sins; wherein, in Time paſt, ye walked, 
c according to the Courſe (or Cuſtoms) of this World, 
according to the Power of the Prince of the Air; the 
{© Spirit that worketh now in (the Hearts of) the Chil- 
© dren of Diſobedience, among whom alſo we had our 
« Converſation in the Luſts of. our Fleſh ; fulfilling tlie 
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_ Curasr, that then appear'd in Power, did, as the Sun 


« Pelires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind: But God. who 


« + 


eis rich in Mercy, even when we are dead in Sin, Ec. 
ic hath quicken'd. us together in CurrsT Ixsus, and 
et made us fit together in heavenly Places.” 5 


4 


And now it ſeems fit we ſhould examine how this 


great and glorious Work was brought about and effected, 


viz. by a Reſurrection from the Death of Sin to a Life 
of Righteouſneſs; which this fame Apoſtle tells us, was 
(and is) done “ by the Waſhing of Regeneration and 


© renewing (Power ) of the Holy Ghoſt (inthe Heart; ) 


cc But now are ye waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye 
are juſtified in the Name of the Lord Jesvs, and by 


< the Spirit of our Gop.” | 


« 


Hence we may obſerve, that theſe Believers, who were 


in Time paſt Sinners, are now, by the ſanctifying Power 


of Cuz1sT, and Obedience to the Faith deliver'd, be- 
come Saints; agreeable to what the Apoſtle Paul writes 
to the Chriſtian Churches, Your Bodies, ſays he, are 
ce the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you,” 
1 Cor. vi. 19. The Epheſians were © Fellow-citizens 
© with the Saints, and Houſhold of Gop.” The Con- 
verfation of the Philippians was in Heaven. The Colo, 


fans were © delivered from the Power of Darkneſs, and 


<« tranſlated into the Kingdom of the dear Son of Gop.” 


The Hebrews were © come to the City of the living 


© God; to the heavenly Jeruſalem :” And the Apoſtle 
Peter tells the Churches, that they were © a choſen Ge- 
e neration, a royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a pecu- 
« har People, T Pet. ji. 9. ; 
Bur is this the State bf Chriſtians in our Age? Can we 
ſay we are come to this heavenly Fernſalem, where the 


great Gop is worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth? Or are 


we Strangers to thoſe Things that they experienced; and 
yet perſwade ourſelves, that we are the People of God, 
and good Chriſtians? The primitive Churches had the 
honourable Title of Saints; we can give ourſelves no bet- 
ter Name than miſerable Sinners. And what is the Rea- 
ſon, that we are ſo much outdone by the Churches afore- 
mentioned? We can't conclude, that the. Kingdom of 


in 


ä 
in the Firmament ſometimes doth, ſnew itſelf in a Morn- 
ing, and be no more ſeen all the Day; for the Kingdom 
of Cakrs r is an everlaſting Kingdom, and his new Co- 
venant an everlaſting Covenant. Neither can we con- 
clude, that Gop hath withdrawn himſelf from the Chil- 
dren of Men; for he never forſakes us, unleſs we forſake 
him; as the Clouds hinder, that we cannot at all Times 
of the Day ſee the Brightneſs of the Sun, fo Iniquity 
hinders, that we do not remain ſenſible of the Preſence 
of Gop. The Apoſtle foreſaw, that there would be a 
falling away from the Grace in which many of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were eſtabliſhed ; and it ſoon after his 


Deceaſe came to paſs. REES EI. „ 
ght of Apoſtacy is over, 


But we ſay, that the dark Nię 
and we live in Goſpel-days again; if ſo, where are the 
Fruits? We may, I confeſs, hear Goſpel- words; hut 
where is the Goſpel- power, by which Believers come to 
be Sons of Gop; to bear his Image in Righteouſneſs? 
Why are not we, calPd Chriſtians, grown to the Statur 
of them that were the Children of Heathens? 
The Reaſon to me is this, we have not built upon the 
ſame Foundation: Thoſe built on the ſure Rock, and 
living Foundation; on Cur 1sT; as he in all Ages was, 
and ſtill is, in a ſpiritual Appearance, the Light of the 
World, and the Life of Righteouſneſs; and taking his 
Eternal Spirit in themſelves for their Guide, turn'd from 
whatſoever they were reproved for. Thus their ſinful 
Deſires came to be mortiſied; and ſuch as were carnal came 
to be ſpiritual; and this made them a peculiar People. 
Did we walk in their Footſteps, we might riſe to their 
Attainments; but if we build on Words, and outward 
Services, without Spirit and Life, we can never riſe. For 
as Paul ſaid in another Cafe, © If I ſpeak with the 
« Tongue of Men and Angels, and have not Charity, I 
c am become as ſounding Braſs, c.“ So I fay in this 
Caſe, if we hear Men and Angels; if we could live 
continually under the Sound of good Words, it we have 
no Regard to that inward Light, which diſcovers Evil, 
and gives Power to turn from it, we can never mortify 
Sin, cleanſe our Souls, and become an holy People. Ws 
Or 
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Work of San&tification is inward in the Heart, and to be 
effected by inward Means: Nothing. but inward Light can 


expell inward Darkneſs: Since Men fondly perſuade 


themſelves, that tho they ſow Tares, they ſhall reap 


Wheat; tho” they go dove into the Grave Sinners, they 


ſhall riſe Saints; and attain in another World, what pri- 
mitive Chriſtians attain'd in this: Their Converſation 
hath not been in Heaven; but in Earth: They have 
walked in Darkneſs, and not in the Light; the Gop of 


this World nath been ſerved, and not the Gop of 


Heaven. | 

And notwithſtanding this is the unhappy and deplora- 
ble Circumſtance of many of the Profeſſors of this Age; 
yet from the Months of ſuch, how frequently do we hear 
Exclamations and Complaints, againſt: the daily Growth 
of Infidelity and \Deiſm! Never ſo much as imagining 


that they are any Way acceſſary or inſtrumental to this 


{Miſchief ; yet one great Cauſe thereof, I take. to be, the 
irregular and unholy Lives of Profeſſors. And till ſuch 
can be perſwaded, that a conſiſtent Practice with the Re- 
ligion they profeſs, is abſolutely. requiſite to recommend 
the Chrittian Religion; and till they produce the moſt 


Convincing and prevailing Argument, Example, how can 


they hope or expect to be credited by this Infidel Race, 
which ſo much abounds; as every one muſt be ſenſible of 
the Difficulty of enforcing a Precept (tho never ſo lau- 
dable in itſelf) in Words, which in our Lives and Prac- 
tice we notoriouſly deny? Therefore the only Expedient 


that I know of, to ſtop the Mouths of Unbelievers, will 
be, © To ſhew forth your good Converſation in CR IST 


« Tx8vs, coupled with the Fear of Gop; to let your 


Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing your good 


«© Works, may glority Gop, and be excited to followW 
* your good Example.“ 5 

And now, dear People, having, in a broken Manner, 
declared to you theſe Things which lay as a Weight on 


my Mind, there remains little but to propoſe to you, to 


try the Foundation of your Faith and Hope: Truth never 
loſes by Examination, but ſhines with greater Light and 


Splendor: Therefore, agreeable to the Apoſtle's Advice, 


«© Examine 


I 
cr Examine yourſelves, whether you be of the (true) 
“Faith; know you not yoarſelves, how that Cux1sr 
ce Jesvs is in you, except you be Reprobates? © That 
6e 1s (ſays Grotius) Chriſtians in Name, and not in 
e i 

Do not trifle, I beſeech you, in a Matter of ſuch Im- 
portance, as the fature Well-being of your immortal 
Souls! To be miſtaken in this Point, will be of fatal 
Conſequence ; Errors of this Sort being only to be recti- 
fy'd while we remain in this Life; for we are. poſitively 
told, That there is no Wiſdom, nor Knowledge, Work, 
cc nor Device in the Grave, whither we are all haſten- 
ce ing.” And our Loxp tells us, He wrought while it 


was Day, and excites us fo to do, by ſaying, © The Night 


«© cometh wherein no Man can Work.” Let us there- 
fore enquire whether our Faith is ſach an One as operates 
by Love: © If ye love me, keep my Commandments,” 
ſays our bleſſed Lox Dp. Let us remember what Obſtacles 
this true Faith removed for the primitive Chriſtians, 
what Difficulties it enabled them to ſurmount, Heb. xi. 
«© Without this Faith (in the Power of Chalsr) it is 
* jmpoſſible to pleaſe Gop. I will (fays the Apoſtle 
James) ſhew thee my Faith by my Works; for as the 
« Body, without the Spirit, is dead, fo Faith without 
« Works, is dead alſo.” © Ye are my Friends (ſays 
CHRIST) if ye do whatſoever I command.” 

What will it avail us, tho' his outward Goſpel be 
taught in our Land, if we do not obey his Law written in 
our Hearts, and conform to its Rule and Government? 
And tho? CHRIST our Lonp is the Fountain to cleanſe 
us from the Pollution of Sin; yet if we refuſe to be puri- 
fied by his ſpiritual Baptiſm; © If he waſh us not, we 
can have no Part in him,” nor his Merits. - And in- 


deed my Friends, I have taken ſome Pains, by divine 


Aſſiſtance, to examine and enquire how I might have a 
well-grounded Hope to obtain Salvation, or, in other 
Words, eternal Lile and Happineſs. And in all my En- 
quiries and Reſearches, I have not been able to diſcover 
any other Way than this, which the Almighty continues 
to dire& Mankind in at this Day, as well as TT | 

| 6" Ine 


* 


ih, HE | 
« The Way of Holineſs. thro' CHRIST,“ he being the: 
Author of eternal Salvation to all Believers. © Be ye ho- 
« ly, as I the Loxp your Gop am holy; and without 
« Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the LoR D: And I find I 
can be made ſo no other Way, but thro? © Sanctification 
ce of the Spirit, unto the Obedience of Faith, and Sprink- 
ling of the Blood of Jzsvs Crx1sT.”? For every one. 
who has, or can reaſonably have any Foundation of Hope 
to be ſaved by Czxisrt's Lite, Sufferings, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion, and Mediation, muſt, by his Grace aſſiſting, 
purifying himſelf, as he is pure; as no unclean Thing can 
poſſibly enter his holy Kingdom. And it is by his Grace 
we are ſaved, through Faith, operating by Love; “ not 
ce of ourſelves, it is the Gift of GO!? : 
Thus, as I became obedient to the Teaching of this 
Grace received, I came to witneſs Mercy and Peace mul- 
tiplied to me; for which, in great Reverence and Humi- 
lity, I deſire always to bleſs Gop, the Father of our 
Lox p Jesvs, for his unſpeakable Gift! And for his a- 
bundant Mercy wherewith he hath viſited my Soul in his 
Day-ſpring from his high and 275 Preſence; and afforded 
me a good Foundation to hope for Salvation; and I de- 
ſire to give all the Glory to Gop, and to ſay, Not unto. 
«© us, O Lok p, not unto us, but to thy great Name and 
« Power, be the Glory!“ Be ye holy, is a Precept which 
contains no Myſtery; here is no Enigma to unriddle; no 
Need of Commentators; no Room for Scepticiſm, nor 
Controverſy ; but a plain and poſitive Command, fo le- 
g1ble, that he that runs may read; the Wayfaring Man, 
tho a Fool (with Reſpect to the Wiſdom of the World) 
cannot err here. Therefore ſuffer me to counſel you, to 
break off the Sin that you find eaſily beſet you, by Righte- 
ouſneſs; and your Iniquities by Amendment of Life; that 
ſo your Tranquility may be lengthened, and attend you 
beyond the Grave. 0 | Eon 
And to you, as I have ſaid before, who may not charge 
yourſelves with groſs Immoralities, yet who prefer a Por- 
tion in this Life, to the durable Riches and Righteouſ- 
neſs in another; who ſay«unto Gold, Thou art my 
“Hope, and make fine Gold your Confidence; who have 
* torlaken Gop, the Fountain of living Waters, and 
| | | ce hewn 
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c hewn to yourſelves, Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns, that will hold 


„ no Water; who have changed the Glory of the incorruptible 
« Being, and given it to your e age Things: Remember, Goo 


«« will not give his Glory to Idols, nor his Praiſe to your graven 
«« Images: Therefore keep yourſelves from Idols, and love not the 
World nor the Things of this World; for if any Man love the 
% World (inordinately) the Love of the: Father is not in him.“ 
And to you who are Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lovers of 
God ; who delight and place your Felicity in Grandeur, Pomp and 
Noiſe; conſider, I beſeech you, that all this will afford you no Com- 
fort nor Satisfaction in a dying Moment; but, on the contrary, Re- 


morſe and Sorrow : 'They will each one abandon you in your greateſt 
Extremities; and you will then ſee how you have been deluded and 


miſtaken, when the undeniable Meſſenger of Death lays his Arreſt 
upon you, and that important Hour aſſures you, that a few Moments 
will decide your Judgment, and caſt you either for eternal Bliſs, or 
Miſery} Of what Eſteem then will be all your Pleaſures, and all 
your Toys? The greateſt and moſt exalted of all human Glory, 
% even Crowns themſelves will then be Toys.” This then will be 
our Rejoicing, The Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, that in Sim- 
e plicity and Godly Sincerity, not by fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the 
«« Grace of Gop, we have had our Converſation in this World, 
« 2 Cor. 1. 12.” And when we look back, and make our Appeal 
to Gop, as good King Hezekiah did on his Death-bed; Remem- 


% ber now, O Lok, I beſeech thee, how I have walked before 


„ thee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and have done that 
“ which is good in thy Sight.“ O happy State ! O glorious Con- 


dition! May Gop of his infinite Mercy ſo incline your Hearts to 


keep his Commandments, that when the Time of your Diſſolution 
approaches, you may all die the Death of the Righteous, and that 
your latter End may be like his! On the contrary, how will the 
Wicked look back with Horror and Affright on a Life ſpent in open 
Defiance and Violation of: God's Laws, or a total Neglect of and 
Indifference for them? What will appear in ſuch a melancholy Sea- 
ſon to ſuch as theſe, a certain fearful looking-for of Judgment, and 
fiery Indignation, which will devour the Adverſaries'of the Lozp, 
whoſe Wrath will then be revealed in a more extraordinary Manner 
againſt all Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs of Men. This will be a 
Day of Trial (wiz. the Day of Death) which will come on all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth; wherein the Faces of the Unrighteous will 
gather Paleneſs. A Day of Trouble and Diftreſs! A Day of Dark- 
neſs and Gloomineſs! A Day of Awakening and Alarm! Wherein 
neither Silver nor Gold ſhall be able to deliver! Conſider this in 
Time, all you that forget Gop, leſt he /augh at your Calamities, and 

mock when your Fear cometh. 1 
But ſome may object, this is not always the unhappy Caſe and Si- 
tuation of Sinners, who defer the Work of Repentance to a ſick or 
dying Bed; Gop is very merciful, and is he not always willing and 
ready to accept returning, repenting Sinners; though at the eleventh 
or laſt Hour? I ſhall reply in the —_ of an Author — to 
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ſome of you at leaſt; Death puts an End to our Day of Grace, 
« and determines our final State; then all Men muſt confeſs of what 
« mighty Conſequence it is to die well; we can die but once, and if 
« we miſcarry that once, we are undone for ever !” And what conſi- 
dering Man would make ſuch dangerous Experiments as Sinners do 
every Day, when their Souls are the Price of the Experiment? Who 
would try how long Death will delay its coming ! How long he may 
fin on, without thinking of Death and Judgment? Whether Death 
will give him timely Notice to repent? Or whether Gop will give 
him Grace to repent ? And if he does, who wou'd venture the Ha- 
zard of a Death-bed Repentance ? Whether after a long Life of Sin 
and Wickedneſs, a few diſtracted, confuſed and almoit deſpairing 
Sighs and Groans will carry him tofHeaven, and commute for what 
ought to have been the Work and Buſineſs of our whole Lives, zz. 
a Preparation for Death: If ſuch could, after they have diſcover'd 
their Miſtake and Folly, return and live over their Lives again, the 
Hazard were not fo great; but this is an Experiment not to he twice 
made, If they ſin on till they harden themſelves in Sin, and are 
forſaken of the Grace of Gop; if Death come long before they ex- 
pected it, and cut them off by Surprize, and without Warning; if 
their dying and deſpairing Agonies and Horrors, ſhould not prove a 
Godly Sorrow, nor that Repentance to Salvation not to be repented 
of, they are loſt to Eternity! And what Man in his Senſes wou'd ex- 
poſe his Soul to ſuch a Hazard as this? Who wou'd not take Care to 
make his Calling and Election ſure before Death comes, and in a 
Matter of ſuch great Concernment (wherein one Miſcarriage 1s irre- 
parable) to prevent Danger at a Diſtance ? 

Some Men talk of Death, as if it were a Thing that could be 
done in two or three Days, and that the proper Time of doing it was 
a little before they die. But I know of no other Preparation for 
Death, but living well, which is the only ſure Evidence for Heaven. 
Men may cheat themſelves with vain Hopes and Imaginations when 
they come to die; but nothing will be a ſolid Foundation for Peace, 
but an univerſal Righteouſneſs. 

Therefore I entreat you, the Inhabitants of this Place, to diſabuſe 
yourſelves; don't ſell your Birth-right on ſuch diſadvantageous 
Terms, nor barter eternal Felicity for momentary Pleaſure; give not 
Sleep to your Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eye-lids, till you are be- 
come fit Temples for the mighty Gop of Jacob to dwell in! Bring 
Preſents to Gop (who ought to be fear'd) even the Preſents of hum- 
ble and penitent Hearts; the Loxp calls for your Hearts, not for 
your Lip-Service; My Son, give me thy Heart; Lift up your Heads, O 
ye Gates: Ewen lift up the everlaſliing Doors of your Hearts, and the 
King of Glory will come in, and dwell with you, and you with Him. 

And now ſuffer me to remind you, that you no longer deſpiſe the 
Riches of Gop's Goodneſs and Mercy, ſince his Long-ſuffering and 
Forbearance is deſign'd to lead to Repentance. By the, Mercies of 
Gop I beſeech you, that you preſent yourſelves a living Sacrifice, 
holy, and acceptable to Gop, which is but your reaſonable Service. 
And be not conformable to this evil World, but be transform'd, that 


ye 
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ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect Will of 
Gop concerning you; which is no leſs than your Sanctification. And 
now I think fit to obſerve to you, that while almoſt all Europe, and even 
the Dominions of the King to whom you are ſubje&, are unhappily 
engaged and involved in the miſerable and deplorable Conſequences 
of a cruel and bloody. War, you have enjoyed unmoleſted Tranqui- 
lity ; your Rights at home have not yet been invaded by your Ene- 
mies; indeed your Properties at Sea have ſometimes been wreſted 
from you by unreaſonable Men ; but what is that Evil compared with 
the Calamities and Diſtreſſes Thouſands in Great-Britain and elſe- 
where have felt and ſuffered? Fire, Sword, Rapine and Plunder, 
deſolate Widows, and diſtreſſed and fatherleſs Children, have been 
the diſmal Effects of theſe unhappy Diſputes and Differences between 
the Powers of Eurofße. And cannot we yet diſcover a Providence 
in all this Deſtruction, which is ſuffered to prevail among Men? 
Are we not yet convinced that there is a Gop of Juſtice that rules 
«« in the Kingdoms of the Earth, and that he is about to take Ven- 
% geance on the Nations and Families that call not upon his Name 
« in Truth and Righteouſneſs ?" | | | | 

What greater Inducement can I propoſe to you to turn and love 
Gop, than his manifold Mercies ? Do not you think they call for 


your Gratitude ? He allures you by his Favours; he gives you Corn, 


Wine, and Oil; he gives you Vine-yards and Olive-yards, or at 
leaſt the Means of procuring them ; he draws with the Cords and 
Bands of his Love; he would take you by the Hand, and would 
heal you; he would take the Yoke of hard Servitude from off your 
Necks ; and, if you are but willing to part with your Idols, he is 
ready to take the very Names of them out of your Mouths, and to 
betroth you to himſelf in Righteouſneſs, Loving-kindneſs and Mer- 
cy, Tho' the whole Head be fick, and the whole Heart faint; tho' 
your Soul's Enemy may have wounded and left you half dead; yet 
there is Balm in Gilead; there is a Phyſician there, who offers you his 
Aid, and is willing to recover you from your moral and ſpiritual Diſ- 


orders. And tho' you may be never ſo great Prodigals, if you have 


not ſinned out the Day of his Grace, reſolve upon returning, and 
the heavenly Father is ready, on your unfeigned Repentance, to re- 
ceive you into the Arms of his Mercy, and to put on you the beſt 
Robe you ever wore, even that of his own Righteouſneſs. 

Thus having briefly obſerved how greatly we are indebted to the 
Almighty, for his manifold Mercies ; I would with you to examine 
what Returns of Love and Gratitude you have made; for Remem- 
ber, tho' Gop bears long, yet he will not always bear; but expects 
that we ſhould not only praiſe Him with our Lips, but with our 
Lives alſo: Turn then, I beſeech you, to GoD, while he viſits you 
in Mercy ; for unto his Power ſhall every Tongue confeſs, and every 
Knee bow, either in Mercy or in Judgement. | 

I have ſometimes thought it would be of ſingular Advantage to 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity of all Denominations, ſeriouſly to examine 
and enquire -of your own Hearts, what our Religion has done for 
us; or what Benefits, have accrued to us from it? Whether the Grace 

| | | | we 


108 
we have received has aſſiſted us to reſiſt the Temptations of our Soul's 
Adverſary; and whether we are nearer Salvation than when we firſt 
believed? for a being inveſted with a Power to do a Thing, will no 
longer be a Uſe to us than as we apply it. The Grace and good 
Spirit, tho? it inſtru us to deny all Ungodlineſs, is of no further 
Benefit to us, but as we obey its 'Teachings, and follow its Leadings; 
therefore I am of Opinion-it would not hurt the beſt Chriſtians, nor 
any others, ſometimes to'aſk themſelves the following Queſtions. 
Have witneſs'd the ſtrong Man arm'd caſt out of my Heart, and 
his Goods ſpoil'd, and a ftronger than he in Poſſeſſion? have I, who 
aſſume the Name of a Chriſtian, departed from all Iniquity ? Are all 
old Things done a way (Vor he that is in ChRxISH is a new Creature) 
and do I experience new Thoughts, new Deſires, new Converſation, 
a total Change, all Things become regular, uniform and conſiſtent 
with my high and holy Calling? Is Cxr1sT the beſt beloved of my 
Soul? Does my Heart pant and mine Eyes fail for his Salvation? Is 
my Soul athirſt for Gop? Do I long for his Preſence more than for 
hidden Treaſure? Do I Love Gop above all other Conſiderations, 
and my Neighbour as myſelf? Am I careful leſt I offend him? Do I 
live-in conſtant Obſervance of his Laws? Do I live in his Fear? Am 
I circumſpect in all my Words, that I ſin not with my Tongue? Does 
my Converſation become the Goſpel of ChrisT? And am I careful 
to adorn his Doctrines, which I profeſs to believe and be guided by. 
If upon a candid Examination, this be the happy State of Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, my Soul can rejoice with them, let them call 
themſelves by what Denomination or Se& they may: For happy is 
the People who are in ſuch a Caſe! yea, bleſſed are they whoſe 
Portion is the Gop of Jacob! On the contrary, if we are only pro- 
feſſing and not in the Poſſeſſion of Godlineſs ; if we have a Form, 
but are inſenſible of the Power to Work a Change in our Hearts, 
our Religion as yet, has done nothing for us; therefore I entreat all 
who are in this Caſe, to conſider, *tis an unfit State for Heaven ; for 
if we have not witneſſed a being created a new in Cnkr1sT Jesus; 
born of the incorruptible Seed and Word of Gop ; known a Death 
unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs ; born again of the 
Spirit; our LokD poſitively ſays, wwe cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God. | a 
Let the Time paſt then ſuffice; and for the future redouble your 
Dilligence; and no longer hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; walk 
circumſpectly as wiſe, redeeming the Time. The Kingdom of Go 
does not ſtand in Form, but in Power; neither is Religion to be taken 
up by Fits and Starts, as it ſuits our Leiſure and Conveniency; nor 
by Imitation, but Conviction; we muſt clave to Gop, with full pur- 
poſe of Heart; what our Hand finds neceſſary to do in this great 
Buſineſs of Salvation, we muſt do it with all our Might; we muſt 
not indolently ſeek, but (by Gop's Aſſiſtance) ardently ſtrive to enter 
the Kingdom of Gop. Our Talent muſt gain another Talent; left, 
as the uprofitable Servant was, we be deprived of that which we 
have received. Falſe Pretences to Religion, and a bare Belief of the 
Truths of the Goſpel, will be of no Advantage to us: Crying 
| Lob 
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Loxp, Lorp, will not avail if we do not the Things which his Pres 
cepts enjoin: No Man can truly call CyrisT Lok, but ſuch as wits 
neſs his Rule and Dominion in their Hearts, bringing them into 
Subjection to his Power: Not the Hearers of the Law, but the Doers, _ 


ſhall be Juſtified: Not he that hears CuxIST's Sayings, but he that 
doth them, is accepted. : | | 


On a memorable Occaſion the ſacred Hiſtory informs us, the Al- 
mighty heard the Voice of the Children of ael's Words, when 
they ſpake to Maſes, and he tells him that the People had well ſaid 
all that they had ſpoken; but knowing the Inſincerity and Incon- 
ſtancy of their Hearts, he ſaith, « O! that there were ſuch an 
« Heart in them, that they would fear before me, and keep my 
« Commandments always, that it may be well with them and their 
« Children for ever!” | 62 
| Religion is an Heart-Work, it muſt be begun, and carried on and 
compleated there: Nothing but keeping Gop's Commandments will 
entitle us to his Favour: Nothing ſhort of having diſcharged our Parts 
in the Chriſtian Warfare, and obtained a Victory over Sin, will en- 
titleus to a Crown of Glory: Nothing leſs than being true and 


faithful Members of Cnx1sT's Church Militant here on , will 


ever admit us Members of his Church triumphant in the Heavens. 
"Tis to thoſe that overcome that our Loxp will give to ſit with him 
in his Throne; even as he overcame, and is fit down with his Father 
in his Throne. | 

A being convinc'd in our Judgments of Gop's Goodneſs, c. and 
that his Laws are righteous altogether, and therefore we ought to 
obey them, is not Converſion. Faith is not Practice; therefore add 
to your Faith Virtue, to Virtue Knowledge, to Knowledge Temperance, to 
Temperance Patience, to Patience Gedlineſs, to Godlineſs Brotherly Kind- 
xe/s, and to Brotherly Kindneſs Charity. 
Thus, my dear Friends and Neighbours, I have declar'd in great 
Truth and Sincerity, my earneſt Concern and Deſire for the real 


Happineſs of the Inhabitants of my Native Country in General; and 


having an eſpecial and peculiar Regard for many that I have known 
for a Series of Years, when I have reflected on the bare Poſſibility 
of your miſſing Heaven and Happineſs thro' Inadvertency, Inconſi- 
deration, and an inordinate Love for the 'Things of this Life, it has 
been Subject of Mourning to me; and eſpecially, as I have through 
Mercy ſeen, that when I was in the like Situation, how dangerous a 
One it was, and that all who are in this unhappy Caſe, ſtand indeed 
in ſlippery Places. And many a 'Time has my Soul grieved ſecretly, 
when I have obſerved the Purſuits of ſuch, how earneſtly they are 
running after Vanities, and purſuing Lies (which will indeed deceive) 
and turning their Backs on Gop's Offers of Love, and refuſe to let 
him put his Beauty on them, and to make them glorious within ; 
and ſince I have witneſſed the great Diſproportion between the Love 
of God, and the Love of the World, I am the more earneſtly con- 
cern'd to invite you to come taſte and ſee of the Goodneſs of the 
Loxp; O make but Trial of his Love, and you'll ſay the one half 
was not told you, Then will you find the moſt exalted — 
; ; ; i 
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this World can yeild, will be nothing but Vanity, yea, lighter 
than vanity; and were you once in Poſſeſſion of the Love of God, 
you'd be ſenſible that you inherited Subſtance, ſubſtantial Joys, un- 
ſpeakable Delight, Satisfaction and Peace. | | 

O! that this unutterable Love of Gop might be once impreſs'd 
and engraven on your Hearts ; then wou'd you confeſs with me, 
that one Day in his Courts, Preſence and Favour, is better than a 
Thouſand ſpent in the Enjoyment of earthly Delights and Pleaſures. | 

But now I would ſtop a while, and aſk, if you have not been 
cheated by deluſive Hopes and Promiſes of obtaining Satisfaction 
from temporal Enjoyments ? Have you never diſcover'd their Falla- 
cy? Have they not vaniſhed into Air, even when you fancy'd your- 
ſelves juſt in Poſſeſſion ? And don't you find they leave you diſſa- 
tisfied and uneaſy? I am certain this is the Caſe with many ; you 
ſtill fee: a painful Vacancy, even in the midſt of your ſenſual Delights 
and temporal Enjoyments ; which, be aſſured (I {peak by happy 
tho" ſhort Experience) nothing ſhort of the Approbation and Favour 
— = and a Poſſeſſion of his Love and Peace, can ever poſſibly 

Atisfy. | * 

I have told you already, that I have felt great Trouble an Anxie- 
ty of Mind on your Account; but tho' my Head were Waters, and 
mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears; and cou'd I, or 'any one elſe, 
weep continually Day and Night for you, that you may reſt in the 
Day of Trouble ; yet another's Concern cannot do this great Work 
- for you, without your own Hand in the Buſineſs which relates to 
your Soul's Happineſs ;. ſince an inſpired Apoſtle aſſures you, you, 
muſt, by Divine Aſſiſtance, work out your own Salvation with Fear. 
and Trembling:“ For no Man can redeem his Brother, nor give to 
God a Ranſom for his Soul. I may (as I do earneſtly) deſire your 
Happineſs, but I can't procure it for you. I may wiſh you Hea- 
ven, but I can't obtain it for you: Yet I earneſtly pray, Tat the 
God and Father of our Lox p Jesus CurisT may give unto you the Spi- 
rat of Wiſdom, and Revelation of the Knowledge cf himſelf, <vhom 
(rightly) 2 Anow is eternal Life; that the Eyes of your Underſtand- 
ing may be enlighten'd, and that you may know what is the Hope of 

Sts Calling; and the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance ia the Saints ; 
and what the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to us-ward who be- 
lieve, according to the working of his mighty Power, by which he 
has vanquiſhed and brought down all the ſtrong Holds of Sin and 
Satan in the Hearts of them who confide in his mighty Arm, which 
is now extended over you for good ; Gop has viſited and called you 
often, and now waits to be gracious to you: The Almighty I 
ſay, has long viſited and try'd you by his Mercy and Forbearance ; 
He has ſpoke to you by the Voice of his Holy Spirit, which ſome 
of you have neglected. overlooked and quenched: Hath not Wil- 
dom long utter'd her Voice, even at your Doors? Is ſhe not come 
up into your Chambers? Does not Underſtanding cry in the moſt 
ſecret Receſſes of your Conſciences, ſaying, How long, ye ſimple Ones, 
evill you love Simplicity, and Scorers delight in Scorning, and Fools 
bate Kaeuledge ? Tarn you therefore at the Reproofi of Inflrudtion, 
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ac hieb is the Way to Life; and then behold he will more abundantly 
pour out of his Spirit upon you ; and if ye hearken and obey his Voice, 
he will make his Words and Will known to you ; on the contrary, 
if you continue to refuſe and rebel againſt his Light and Truth in 
your inward Parts, the Conſequence is ſure, he will certainly for- 
Take and leave you to your own Deluſions; becauſe he hath call'd, 
and you refuſed ; he hath ſtreched forth his Hand, and no Man re- 
gards ; bit have ſet at nought all his Counſel, turn'd his Word be- 
hind your Backs, and will hear none of his Reproofs. 

Therefore unleſs you return and repent, with all your Hearts, and 
amend your Ways and your Doings, he will, when your Diſtreſs 
comes upon you, laugh at your Calamities, have you in Deriſion, 
and mock at all.your Fears. | 3 

But I fervently pray, that this may never be your deplorable Con- 
dition; but that you may be, not only the Viſited, but the Redeem- 
ed of the Lord ; not only the Called, but the choſen of Gop ! And, 
in order to make your Calling and Election ſure, take to yourſelves - 
the whole Armour of Gop, that you may ſtand againſt the Wiles of 
the Enemy of your Soul's Happineſs ; Having your Loins girt about 
evith Truth, and having ou the Breafl-plate of Righteouſneſs, and 
your Feet ſhod with the Preperation of the Goſpel; but, above all, tak- 
ing the Shield of Faith, whereby you'll be able to auithſtand and quench 
all the fiery Darts of the Wicked One; and take the Helmet of Salva- 
tion, and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word (or Power of 
God.) Finally, avhatſovever Things are true, whatſoever Things are 
honeſt, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are lovely, 
whatſoever Things are of good Report ; if there be any Virtue, if there 
be any Praiſe; think on theſe Things and practice them. But aue muſt 
remember, in all theſe Things, that Gon be our Alpha and Omega: 
His Lowe muſt be the Motive, and his Honour the End of all our Adi- _ 
6113 ; and then the Gon of Peace will be avith us, and bleſs us. To 
Him, and to the Word of his Grace, I commit and commend you, aſſur- 
ing you, my dear Fellow-mortals, that my fervant Deſire and unfeigned 
Prayer, unto the God of my Life, for you all, is, that you may bs 
ſaved! 


SoPHIA HUME, 


Charles Tawny in South- 
Carolina, the 30th of the 
'Fenth Month, 1747. 
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Human Thought, though ever On thy Head thy Blood will lie: 
teeming, | Every c thee is given | 
Yet will inſufficient prove.  Suiting Man's free Agency. 
| Holy Angels ever - Jauding Do not for a Moment's Pleaſure, 
1 Of the great and wond'rous Forfeit this thy dear-bought Right 
A Scheme, To the Joy and endleſs Treaſure, 
A Seraphs, hymning and applauding, Which he Goſpel —— ta 
ever can exhauſt the Theme. Light. 
i O! 'the He hh and Depth? fur- Uſe FE Reaſon, Grace afliſting 
priſing! Euxery Faęulty within; 
O1 the Lehgt and Breadth, how Thon ſhalt know a brave reſiſting. 
great? ; All the al Powers of Sin. 
Generations paſt, and riſing, Fo 
Will the Bliſs participate. "Taſte Religion" s chaſte Embraces, 


Faith with genuine Works adorn ; 
Sure the Father's Love was burning, Virtue has eternal Graces, 


To poor loſt and helpleſs Man, Freſh and blooming ev'ry Morn, 
Anxious for his ſafe returning, | 
Laid the meditorial Plan. All her Joys beyond expreſſing, 


wy 8 Peace that yields a golden Crop; 

Nor leſs was our SAviobn's Merit. She's in Life the choiceſt Bleſſing, 
Who ſevere Obedience paid, And in Death the grateful 1 

Dy'd to obtain the Holy Spirit, 

For his Creatures Help and Aid. Wing thy Soul, and qualify her, 
For the Converſe held above; 

Now, above, makes Interceſſion, Tip thy Tongue, to join the Choir 
That the penetential Mind, In melodious Strains of Love. 

Who makes unreſerv'd Confeſſion, 

And reforms, may Pardon find. Utterly diſclaiming Merit; 

; Praiſe the Father and the Son, 
Wretched Man, if ſuch Careſſing Jointly with the Holy Spirit, 
Work not on thy brutal Heart An Eternal Tyrzs in Oxg! 

If thou ſpurn'ſt the heav'nly Bleſſing, Serre 
Thou will not in it have Part. 
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